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News

Woodmere    Recall 
election just days away. A2

West G  District to study 
pay scales for administrative 
staff. A3

Chagrin  Changes in store 
for bridge replacement plan. A3

District 11   Jeff 
Johnson running for 
congressional seat. A5

South Russell   Scout 
has bright idea to control 
pesky insects.  A5

Bainbridge   Trustees 
discuss future of Geauga 
Lake property. A7

Orange Council considers 
diversity committee. A12 

Features 

Russell  Escape artist 
finds happy home. B1

Valley   Moviemakers 
have link to local area. B1

Geauga  Drive up for 
pancake breakfasts. B1

Sports 

Girls basketball  Brush 
beats out Lady Comets. B6

Ice hockey  Tigers 
capture Baron Cup. B7

Boys basketball   
Hilltoppers battle it out with 
rival Arcs. B8

Parents weigh in on ideal successor for schools chief 
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

Complementary to an online 
survey the district rolled out to the 
community, a handful of parents 
gathered in a public forum last week 
to provide insight on their ideal 
successor of the superintendent title 
for the Chagrin school district. 

Parents highlighted key areas of 
pride in the district, such as small 
and personable class sizes, high 
achievement inside and outside the 
classroom and community involve-
ment. They also talked about areas 
they want the next superintendent 
to improve on including diversity, 

inclusion and eliminating the stigma 
of being in “the bubble.”

Tom Ash and Karel Oxley of K-12 
Business Consulting facilitated the 
Feb. 10 forum via Zoom where about 
15 parents attended and offered 
up their suggestions on what the 
Chagrin Falls Exempted Village 

Board of Education should consider 
when seeking candidates for the next 
superintendent, filling a position 
soon to be left vacant by Robert Hunt 
by the end of the academic year.

Dr. Hunt accepted a new position 
as superintendent of the Barrington 

Despite partial refund, Kenston 
to pursue levy on May 4 ballot
By JULIE HULLETT

School districts throughout Ohio 
received a partial state refund when 
Gov. Mike DeWine signed an execu-
tive order on Jan. 22. But despite 
the return of $181,000, Treasurer 
Paul Pestello said the Kenston Local 
School District still needs to place 
a levy on the May 4 ballot.

“I want to stress and emphasize 
to you that even though our bottom 
line has improved in fiscal year 
2021 and then obviously in those 
forecasted years extending out, 
it does not change our trajectory 
related to the need to be on the 
ballot for additional real estate 
dollars related to a tax levy that 

is on the ballot here for May,” Mr. 
Pestello said at the Feb. 8 school 
board meeting.

In January, the board passed a 
resolution to place a 6.5-mill con-
tinuing levy on the primary ballot 
this spring. In the revised five-year 
forecast, Mr. Pestello explained that 
it is a combination of 4.75 mills for 
operating expenses and 1.75 mills 
for permanent improvements.

In May of 2020, Gov. DeWine cut 
state foundation aid to districts to 
help balance the state budget before 
the end of the fiscal year, which was 
on June 30.  That action was in the 
midst of the coronavirus  pandemic. 

Village gives a green light to  
Orangewood trail design, bids
By JULIE HULLETT

ORANGE — Village Council 
unanimously voted to move for-
ward with a trail for Orangewood 
Drive a week after a lengthy 
public remote discussion on the 
proposal.

Council’s Feb. 10 vote clears the 
way for the preparation of plans 
and advertisement of bids for a 
recreational trail.

The trail, proposed for the south 
and east sides of Orangewood Drive, 
would be 5 feet from the curb and 
5-feet wide. This trail would be 
built with the remaining $410,117 
from the $5 million assessment 
on the Pinecrest shopping center 

that covered the cost of the other 
recreational trails on main streets 
in the village. 

Although Orangewood Drive is 
part of a residential subdivision, 
some consider it a thoroughfare 
because it connects Harvard 
and Lander roads. More than 20 
residents commented on the trail 
at a recent webinar, with most in 
favor due to safety concerns for 
pedestrians.

“I grew up in Orangewood so 
maybe I’m a little bit biased here, 
but I think it’s something that has 
been needed for years,” Council 
President Brandon Duber said.  

Turn to Kenston on Page 6 Turn to Trail on Page 6

Turn to Chagrin on Page 4

Cupid cruise
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Geauga area senior citizens got a chance to greet Cupid during a Valentine’s drive-thru event this past weekend. About 140 
residents signed up to cruise through the driveway in front of the Bainbridge Senior Center on Route 306 and pick up a take-
out lunch. David Craig, dressed as Cupid, and other volunteers handed out roses and chocolates to drivers. The Geauga 
Department on Aging sponsored the event that used recommended COVID-19 health protocols.


