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Art Palette
Fairmount Center for 
the Arts, 8400 Fairmount 
Road in Russell: Exhibit “Works 
in Paint & Paper,” featuring 
the art of Elisabeth Licata, 
on display through Dec. 21. 
Information: 440-338-3171.

Music Notes
Burton Public 
Library, 14588 W. Park 
St. in Burton: The Chardon 
Polka Band will perform their 
holiday sing-along concert for 
all ages Dec. 4 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. No registration needed. 
Information: 440-834-4466.

Notre Dame Chapel, 
13000 Auburn Road in 
Munson: Good Tidings 
Benefit Choir’s 30th 
Christmas musical is Dec. 7 
at 7 p.m. and Dec. 8 at 3 p.m. 
Admission is free. Goodwill 
offerings accepted for Geauga 
Hunger Task Force. 

Stage Lines
Mayfield Village Civic 
Center, 6622 Wilson Mills 
Road in Mayfield: Fairmount 
Youth Theatre presents “Beauty 
& the Beast Jr.” Nov. 22 and 23 
at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 24 at 2 
p.m. Cost is $10 for adults, $8 
for senior citizens and students 
and free for children 3 years 
and younger. Information: 440-
338-3171.

Geauga Lyric Theatre 
Guild, 101 Water St. in 
Chardon: “Peter Pan: A Musical 
Adventure” shows Friday and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. through 
Dec. 15. Tickets are $18 for 
adults, $15 for senior citizens 
and students and $12 for 
children age 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-286-2255.

Auburn Community 
Church at Century 
Village, 14653 E Park 
St. in Burton: Curtain 440 
presents “Anne of Green 
Gables” at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 
11 and 12. Tickets are $6. 
Information: curtain440.com/
AnneOfGreenGables2019.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our new e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.

Fair secretary finds family 
in great county tradition
By JOSEPH K0ZIOL JR.

Paul Harris knows family.
As secretary for the Great Geauga 

County Fair, Mr. Harris might have 
one of the biggest extended families 
in all of Geauga County. “Once you 
are part of the fair, you are family,” 
Mr. Harris said.

And for all of his 53 years, Mr. 
Harris has never missed one yet.

As for his favorite part of the 
old continuous fair in Ohio, it is 
the chance to see even more of his 
extended family. “It’s the one time 
that the people I grew up with come 
home. It’s the one time everyone 
comes home.”

Don’t, however, expect Mr. Harris 
to be at home when the family is 
there.

Last year, his wife’s great-nephew 
won the apple pie contest. “He 
made the pie at my house, and 
I didn’t even know because I’m 

always here.”
He even will tell you he has a 

“home wife” and a “work wife” 
because he likely spends more time 
with the work wife than his home 
wife.

There is one advantage, he said. 
“It does keep you from having to go 
out of town for family functions,” 
he said.

The fair tradition for Mr. Harris 
likely got its start before he was 
born.

His family arrived in Bainbridge 
in 1818 and began operating a fam-
ily farm. It’s a tradition Mr. Harris 
maintains to this day, operating one 
of the last dairy farms in Bainbridge. 
Newcomers to the township have 
found his Howard’s Apples farm 
market on Bainbridge Road. Open 
May through September, it’s the 
go-to place for fresh produce.

Retired Chardon recreation 
chief recalls years of growth
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Growing up with three brothers, 
Joe Rodriguez and his brothers 
found ways to entertain themselves, 
although not necessarily with pa-
rental approval.

Tying tin cans and stretching 
the string across the road in hope 
of snagging a car driving by for 
raucous fun took a bit of trying. 
Each time a car passed by without 
catching, the string adjustments 
were made. Finally, the foursome 
was successful. Unfortunately, they 
happened to snag a police car. Mr. 
Rodriguez remembered that the 
officer was “very gracious.”

“We did crazy things and the kids 
and grandkids love to hear those 
stories,” Mr. Rodriguez said.

And, perhaps those “crazy things” 
were just what the city of Chardon 
needed to run its recreation program. 
Mr. Rodiguez, who retired this past 

year, guided and grew the city’s 
recreation programs since taking 
on the job in 2001.

Growing up in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights area, 
Mr. Rodriguez likely had no idea 
that he would someday move into 
a career that involved any fun in 
the water.

It was during one of those adven-
tures with his brothers at a nearby 
construction site that he came close 
to dying. Mr. Rodriguez said he 
doesn’t remember the near-tragedy 
and relies on his brothers to tell 
him. The visit to the construction 
site was during the winter and there 
were trenches filled with frozen 
water that proved too irresistible 
for the young boy. While walking 
atop the trench, Mr. Rodriguez 
fell through the ice and became 
completely submerged. One of his 
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Pictured clockwise from the top left are: 
Steve “Tango” Teringo, A5; Roland “Rolly” 
Lufkin, A4; Kathy O’Neill, A12; Lee Ponsky, 
A9; Clayton Briggs, A10; Terri A. Grodell, 
A12 and Olivia Messina, A2.

Happy  
Thanksgiving
“H ow wonderful it is that nobody need 

wait a single moment before starting 
to improve the world” – Anne Frank

Once again this year, we offer our thanks to 
people in the Chagrin Valley, Solon and Geauga 
County who do not hesitate to take action in 
improving our corner of the world. These indi-
viduals work behind the scenes year-round often 
without recognition for their contributions. On this 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Times shines a light 
on stories of people intrinsically driven to help 
others including teens who volunteer at a camp 
for special kids, a couple who delivers laundry 
baskets of love for the holidays, a doctor who 
started the nonprofit MedWish, senior citizens key 
to area food pantries and more.  Today we share 
their compelling stories and offer our thanks for 
helping to make our communities better.


