
Group looks 
at stopping 
rezoning for 
Beech Brook
By JULIE HULLETT

PEPPER PIKE — More than 25 residents 
gathered at the South Euclid Branch of the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library last week 
to plan how to stop the rezoning proposal for 
the Beech Brook property. SOM Center Road 
residents Manny and Judi Naft, who started the 
political action committee Say No to Rezone, 
led the meeting in an effort to strategize against 
rezoning the property.

 “Everything so far, to my wife and I, seems 
to have been very deceptive,” said David 
Dinger, a Fox Hollow Drive resident. “I’m 
flabbergasted by everything.”

Bryan Stone of Axiom Development Group 
is under contract to purchase the 68-acre 
Beech Brook property near Lander Circle. 
The behavioral health agency plans to move 
to a new headquarters at a later date. Mr. 
Stone has requested mixed-use zoning for the 
wooded property now zoned U-2 for public 
buildings.  Mixed-use zoning would allow for 
residential, retail, office and green space in a 
future development. 

Beech Brook opened its Pepper Pike resi-
dential treatment center for children in 1926 
and closed it in June of 2016. The private 

Residents 
upset about 
speeders on 
South Main 
By BARBARA CHRISTIAN

CHAGRIN FALLS — South Main Street 
residents stood in line after Monday’s  Village 
Council meeting to offer their driveways as 
locations where police are welcome to park 
and watch for speeders.

Homeowner Virginia Schoeltch said there 
are growing safety concerns among residents.

“Things have changed over the years,” she 
said. “I counted 88 cars on South Main in 15 
minutes and only two were residents.” 

She pointed out South Main is a major 
accessway to and from Bainbridge where 
development and population continue to grow, 
putting more and more traffic on the street.

A turning point for South Main Street began 
years ago when the Chagrin River Road in 
Bentleyville collapsed and was never rebuilt, 
Mrs. Schoeltch noted. 

It had been the link between Miles and 
Solon roads to neighboring towns including 
Bainbridge Township. 

Another safety concern  is “we have 2-foot-
wide tree lawns so it is like walking in the 
street, and with the (Intermediate) School open 
again I worry about the kids who walk,” Mrs. 
Schoeltch added.
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Shop with a Cop
Area children treated to 
holiday shopping spree 
By JOAN DEMIRJIAN

A group of children out shopping last Saturday 
arrived in style in cruisers with lights flashing 
and sirens blaring.  They were greeted at the 
front door of Walmart in Bainbridge by staff 
members and Santa Claus.

The occasion was the annual “Shop with a 
Cop” adventure in which area police officers 
host and accompany children on a real shopping 
spree. The police departments and Walmart pay 
for the shopping for each child. They are given a 
certain amount of money to buy gifts for family, 
friends and themselves.

Bainbridge hosted 12 children and gave gift 
cards to three others who could not attend. South 
Russell had 13 children.  Officers who volunteered 
their off-duty time for the event, said the children 

were in need of a little extra holiday cheer.
Walmart store manager Colleen Slavick waited 

outside the store as the more than 15 cruisers 
pulled up to the curb. “It’s my favorite thing to do 
in the entire year,” she said of the event. “Seeing 
how excited the kids are makes my entire year.”  

She noted that Walmart donated $10,000 to 
area police departments for the Shop with a 
Cop event. The departments included Aurora, 
Bainbridge, Chagrin Falls and South Russell. 

Dejay Herron, 6, of Bainbridge partnered 
with Bainbridge Officer Alex Ponikvar. Dejay 
did not hesitate when asked who would receive 
his gifts. “Myself,” he said.

His mother, Kathy Herron, was with Dejay 
as well as her other children Joshua, 7, Kaylee, 
12, and Jeremiah, 13. She said the children had 
been waiting for days for the event. “It was like 
a countdown. Every morning it was, ‘How many 
days until we go shopping?’” she said.
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Six-year-old Dejay Herron is dazzled by the vast array of toys he can choose from 
during the annual Shop with a Cop event last Saturday. He was accompanied 
by Bainbridge Police Officer Alex Ponikvar at the Walmart store in Bainbridge. 
Bainbridge and South Russell Village police departments host and donate to the 
event so the children can holiday shop for family, friends and themselves.
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