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Trustees want county to vacate Wisner Road 
By BRIAN DOERING 

Chardon Township Trustees last 
week discussed the need the vacate 
a portion of Wisner Road.

The road, which follows the 
Chagrin River, has seen a host of 
problems, officials said, including 
a portion that was washed out for 

about 50 years.  

“Wisner Road was abandoned 

back in the late ‘60s, early ‘70s be-

cause the river had washed the road 

out and it was closed from Kirtland-

Chardon Road north to Mitchell’s 

Mill Road,” said Trustee Timothy 

McKenna. “The property was bought 

by the Holden Arboretum, and they 

have been working with the Geauga 

County Engineer’s Office.”
Geauga County Engineer Joe 

Cattell stated that the trustees back 

then didn’t have the money to replace 

and restore the township road. 

“It really didn’t serve any residents 

and there’s no one down there, so 
they didn’t think it was a good 
expenditure of money,” said Mr. 
Cattell. “Then, you’re dealing with 
acquiring property and so forth with 
the river alongside of it washed 
out a good section of the road, and 

BOE gives final OK for 
Chardon mask policy
By BRIAN DOERING 

The Chardon school board on 
Monday approved the second and 
final reading requiring protective 
facial coverings during pandemics 
with member Paul Stefanko casting 
the only no vote.

Prior to the vote, Mr. Stefanko 
stated that the policy was overstep-
ping critical components. 

“The policy states the superinten-
dent will issue periodic guidance 
to the board of education plans 
and resolutions in alignment with 
public health officials and more in 
accordance with government edicts 
and including any pandemic planned 
development by the district’s pan-
demic response team,” said Mr. 
Stefanko. “I feel we are violating 
our own policy.”

Mr. Stefanko further stated that 
the children attending Chardon 

schools belong to parents, not the 
school board. 

“I firmly believe that if you don’t 
stand for something you will fall 
for anything, I stand for the par-
ents’ right to determine the health 
measures to be taken from their 
children,” said Mr. Stefanko. “In 
my opinion parents have every right 
to be outraged by this policy and 
frankly I agree with them.”

BOE member Karen Blankenship 
said the board’s responsibility is 
to “maintain and update policies 
as needed. I think anybody who 
has been following what’s hap-
pened in the last 18 months, 20 
months, whatever we’re into now, 
knows that this thing has been a 
fluid situation,”

During a special session on Sept. 
1, parents and community members 
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Commissioners approve 
legal counsel for board 
By ALEC SAPOLIN 

County commissioners on 
Tuesday granted a request from 
the Geauga County Board of 
Elections for outside legal counsel. 
The request initially was denied 
on  Sept. 14.

The application for counsel 
stems from a disagreement between 
commissioners and the board on 
adequate and accessible office space 
in the $27 million building under 
construction in Claridon Township.

According to County Prosecutor 
James Flaiz, the bid has been 
awarded to Columbus-based firm 
McTigue and Colombo LLC. The 
firm was the only one to provide 
a bid to the county. The agency 
requested $250 per hour with a 
ceiling set of $5,000. The only 
exception to the ceiling would 
be if litigation was presented, in 
which the limit would be placed 

at $25,000, according to officials.
Elections board spokesman 

Dennis Pavella previously said his 
agency told commissioners about 
concerns with adequate parking, 
elevator capacity, unacceptable 
storage for voting machines and 
access for residents with disabilities 
at the new location. The elections 
board requested to remain in the 
current office in Chardon.

Mr. Flaiz stated that he would 
eventually reach out to the board’s 
counsel but would let them reach 
out to him first.

“I think their lawyer will need 
to catch up to speed on what is in 
the new building,” Mr. Flaiz said, 
“but objectively I don’t know how 
anyone can see the new space as 
being inferior.”

The approval of the outside coun-
sel came after the commissioners 
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Classics fill Chardon Square during the 11th annual  Car and Bike Show.  All makes and models of cars and trucks were lined 
up for the show this past weekend.  The weather was perfect for the event sponsored by the Chardon Chamber of Commerce.

Classic cars 
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