
Opening 
hearts

Foundation helps Rescue Village find 
foster homes for animals during crisis  
By SUE REID

When 50 animals needed to be 
moved into emergency foster care 
during the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, members of a Solon-based 
family foundation stepped in by 
opening their wallet and their hearts.

The Wenk Family Foundation 
provided a $5,000 matching fund 
donation to help launch a fundraiser 
for the Geauga Humane Society’s 
Rescue Village in Russell Township.

“We reached out to [Rescue 

Village] and they were glad to hear 
from us,” said Solon resident Dennis 
Castiglione, executive director of the 
charitable foundation. “They told 
us that they have to overnight their 
animals into foster care and to line 
up families pretty quickly.”

The Wenk Family Charitable 
Foundation, which focuses on sup-
porting organizations that serve 
people and animals compromised 
by circumstance, was the first 

Panel invites public views 
on Hawthorne housing
By SUE REID

The public weighed in virtu-
ally, including representatives of 
the Cleveland Metroparks, dur-
ing a public hearing last week on 
Hawthorne Golf Estates, a senior 
living development planned for 
about 32 acres of land adjacent to 
the Hawthorne Valley Country Club.

The Solon Planning Commission 
opened the public hearing and will 
continue it at the next meeting at 
7:30 p.m. on May 26.

The new zoning classification 
would need to be drafted and, if 
approved by City Council, could 
be put on the November ballot for 
voters to weigh in. The property 
would need to be rezoned from 

its current R-1-D (single family 
residential) to R-2-A (one and two 
family senior citizen residential 
zoning.

A conceptual development plan 
calls for 105 single family residen-
tial homes, including accessory 
outdoor parking areas, as well as 
a potential future clubhouse and 
recreation area for people 50 years 
or older, starting at $350,000 each, 
as well as the preservation through 
a conservation easement of the golf 
course, measuring 150 acres.

Access to the site would be 
provided via a private street con-
nection to the Cleveland Metroparks 
Hawthorn Parkway, in accordance 

Council modifies repairs 
to historical Bull house
By SUE REID

Renovations to the historic Bull 
home in Solon will begin right after 
Memorial Day, but only mainly on 
the exterior.

Last week, the City Council 
Safety and Public Properties 
Committee approved rescinding 
a previous ordinance to renovate 
the house inside and out, at a total 
cost of just over $365,000, and ap-
proving new legislation addressing 
just the exterior at an amended cost 
of $210,710.

City Council added its approval 
Monday.

Public Works Commissioner 
William Drsek told the committee 
that, based on the current Covid-19 

pandemic and the subsequent 
circumstances, the public works 
division has been directed to only 
renovate the exterior of the home.

Regency Construction worked 
with the city to submit a revised 
proposal to renovate the exterior 
and to only complete the necessary 
construction of the interior of the 
house.

The Bull home dates back to 1835 
and is at 34045 Bainbridge Road. It 
is named for the founder of the city, 
Lorenzo Solon Bull. Preserving the 
structure is suggested in the city’s 
master plan.

The panel looking into renova-
tions determined that the house 
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Lulu, a 2-year-old calico cat, is right at home with the Castiglione family of Solon. The cat is being fostered from Rescue 
Village, where 50 cats and dogs had to be moved out due to precautions taken during the coronavirus pandemic. Dennis 
Castiglione serves as executive director of the Wenk Family Foundation, a Solon-based charitable foundation that provided 
matching funds to Rescue Village in Russell Township to help find homes and cover food costs for the animals.
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