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Art Palette
Fairmount Center for 
the Arts, 8400 Fairmount 
Road in Russell Township: 
Fairmount Faculty Art Show 
on display through Feb. 29. 
Information: 440-338-3171.

Music Notes
West Woods Nature 
Center, 9465 Kinsman 
Road in Russell: Maple Town 
Tune Traders welcomes public 
to play, sing or listen to music 
on Feb. 27 from 7-10 p.m. with 
short performances. Informa-
tion: 440-286-9516.

Mayfield Village 
Civic Center, 6622 
Wilson Mills Road in Mayfield: 
Fairmount Center for the Arts 
presents Sam Brenner as the 
headline to their March 14 con-
cert, opening at 7 p.m. Cost 
is $15 for general admission, 
$25 for VIP admission and free 
for children ages 4 and under. 
Information: 440-338-3171.  

Stage Lines
Geauga Lyric Theater 
Guild, 101 Water St. in 
Chardon: The Theater Guild 
presents “She Loves Me” 
tonight (Friday) and tomorrow 
(Saturday) at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday (Feb. 16) at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $18 for adults, $15 
for seniors and students and 
$10 for children 12 and younger. 
Information: 440-285-7701.

Gilmour Academy, 
2045 SOM Center Road in 
Gates Mills: “Broadway Prin-
cess Party” makes a tour stop 
at the Lorraine and Bill Dodero 
Center for Performing Arts 
on (Sunday) Feb. 16 for two 
shows at 2 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Cost is $60 for general admis-
sion and $80 for VIP tickets 
at Gilmour.org. Information: 
440-473-8000, ext. 4507.

Federated Church, 
76 Bell St. in Chagrin Falls: 
Madcap Puppets and Chagrin 
Arts presents “Pinocchio” at 
3 p.m. on Sunday (Feb. 16). 
Tickets are $15 for children 
and $20 for adults. Informa-
tion: ChagrinArts.org.

Follow us on Facebook:  
@chagrinvalleytimes

Check out our e-edition at ChagrinValleyToday.com! Want to go green? Call 440-247-5335.
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Evelena McKee has a blast sledding down a hill at the Chalet in Chardon on an inflatable unicorn after Mother Nature dumped 
snow all over the city last weekend. More sunshine is expected this weekend, and Valentine’s Day has an expected high of 
just 15 degrees.

Panel wants judge off sewer assessment appeals
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Geauga County Commissioners 
are seeking to remove Geauga 
County Probate Judge Timothy 
Grendell from hearing appeals on 
sewer assessments for two Chardon 
Township residents.

In a Jan. 30 filing with the Ohio 
Supreme Court, Gerald Morgan, 

county administrator, argued on 
behalf of the commissioners that 
Judge Grendell cannot be viewed 
as being impartial because his wife, 
State  Rep. Diane Grendell, has 
served as an advocate for the two 
residents. A Feb. 11 hearing in the 
appeal before Judge Grendell has 
now been postponed until the matter 

is resolved.
“The Geauga County Probate 

Court is vested with jurisdiction 
over this matter,” Mr. Morgan 
wrote. “Both Representative [Diane] 
Grendell and Judge Grendell are 
fulfilling their duties as elected 
officials; however, where those 
duties intersect, disqualification is 

necessary.”
The county is asking that the court 

remove Judge Grendell and assign 
a visiting or retired judge to hear 
the cases.

Kimberly Laurie, court admin-
istrator for Judge Grendell, denied 
any conflict of interest and noted 
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Annual state of county address 
celebrates everything Geauga
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

About 150 business, political, 
community leaders and residents 
turned out last week to hear the State 
of Geauga talk that featured some 
of the county’s oldest traditions, 
some of its newest opportunities 
and what challenges it faces.

J ames  McCl in tock ,  w i th 
Company 119 in Chardon, opened 
the presentation, acknowledging the 
notables that had been drawn to the 
event that was hosted by Geauga 
Growth Partnership, Kent State 
University and Leadership Geauga. 

Among those in attendance 
were Geauga County Engineer 
Joseph Cattell, Geauga County 
Commissioner James Dvorak, state 
Sen. John Eklund, R-Munson, South 
Russell Councilman Dennis Galicki, 

Geauga County Sheriff Scott 
Hildenbrand and Chief Deputy Tom 
Rowan, Geauga County Probate 
and Juvenile Court Judge Timothy 
Grendell, state Rep. Diane Grendell, 
R-Chester, Geauga County Clerk 
of Courts Denise Kaminski, state 
Rep. John Patterson, D-Jefferson, 
and a representative from U.S. Rep. 
David Joyce’s office. 

Mr. McClintock said he hoped 
the event would inspire people to 
get involved in their community.

Leading off the discussions 
was James Miller, who along with 
his wife, Linda, own the Sugar 
Valley Maple Farm in Middlefield 
Township. Mr. Miller acknowledged 
from the start that Geauga County is 
“the greatest place in Ohio to live.”

Chardon council explores 
ways to boost business 
By  JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

Chardon city officials listened last 
week to a proposal that would boost 
retail business in the city.

Ci ty  Counci l ’s  Economic 
Development Committee met 
with Dennis Mahr, representing 
Retail Strategies, headquartered 
in Birmingham, Alabama who 
offered an analytics approach to 
determining how to grow the city’s 
retail base. The cost for the service 
is $40,000 per year.

Mr. Mahr said his firm brings 
25 years of experience in the field.

The company’s service provides 
a review of what customers the city 
is serving and what their needs are. 
In addition, Mr. Mahr said, his 
company will provide an inventory 

of existing retail and what retail the 
city may wish to attract that will not 
compete with existing businesses. 
He said his company also has the 
contacts with major chain retailers 
to provide the marketing data that 
will bring them to the city.

“We can determine what is the 
highest and best use for property,” 
Mr. Mahr said. “We identify all the 
factors are retailer is looking for 
to make it a home run for them.”

He said the firm examines each 
property and can determine whether 
it is better suited for retail or office 
space and will help the city establish 
realistic expectations. He said the 
company’s service also provides 
facts that will allow officials to 

Snow much fun!


