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Park board to use consultant in hiring new fiscal officer
By BRIAN DOERING 

The Geauga Park Board will use 

a consultant to assist in the hiring 

of a new fiscal officer, officials said.
The park board on Sept. 29 fired 

Michael Frederick, the district fiscal 
officer and finance manager who 
had been doing the job for just a 

few months. He had attributed a 
mistake in the annual budget plan 
to incorrectly transposing numbers 
that ultimately cost the park district 
revenue from a levy.

“We realize the accountability to 

the Geauga County taxpayers that 

came with the transition to fiscal 

independence in June,” park officials 
said in a written statement. “We 
also understand that we need the 

best person to hold the position 

of fiscal officer for Geauga Park 

District – someone who will work 
collaboratively with our entire team, 
particularly our management team, 

executive director and Board of Park 

Commissioners.”
Mr. Frederick was hired by the 

park board members in July after 
they cut ties for fiscal oversight 

from the Geauga County auditor 
and treasurer. 

If I only had a bubble

Munson begins park 
scoreboard project
By ALEC SAPOLIN

Munson Township Trustees last 
week moved forward with plans to 
build a scoreboard at the Bass Lake 
Park baseball diamond.  

Officials noted that the Sept. 28 
meeting that the scoreboard would 
be used in conjunction with Chardon 
High School since the baseball and 
softball programs use the park.

Trustee Jim McCaskey said the 
township looks to spend anywhere 
between $20,000 and $25,000, 
depending on the price of copper.

There are a couple of steps to-
wards building the scoreboard, Mr. 
McCaskey said. There is the cost 
of installation and electrical work. 
A conduit to protect the wiring 

underground is being donated, he 
said. The final step is the installation 
of the scoreboard. 

Fiscal Officer Todd Ray said 
the price of just the scoreboard is 
$11,757.

Mr. McCaskey said the score-
board should hopefully be up by 
April 1 and would be shared by the 
residents of Munson township and 
Chardon High School.

The collaboration between the 
township and the high school is 
good and productive according to 
Mr. McCaskey, who said that he 
prefers working together with the 
school district. He also said both 
the high school and youth league 

Six in race for two 
Chester trustee seats 
By BRIAN DOERING 

The race for  two Chester 
Township trustee seats could be 
an uphill battle on Nov. 2 with two 
incumbents and four challengers on 
the general election ballot. 

The field of candidates includes 
incumbents, Joseph C. Mazzurco 
and Walter “Skip” Claypool, along 
with challengers Eric C. Wittine, 
Anthony Peto, Michael Petruziello 
and Craig Richter.

Mr. Mazzurco, 56, of Kirkwood 
Drive, is a graduate of West Geauga 
High School, earning his Bachelor’s 
of Administration from Kent State 
University. He is the co-owner of 
H&M Landscaping where he has 
spent the last 27 years building the 

business and managing a budget of 
$15 million, he said. 

Mr. Mazzurco is a 20-year 
member of the Chesterland Lions 
Club, serving as president for two 
years, and lists Safety Town and 
the turf field at the West Geauga 
High School stadium as his civic 
accomplishments. 

As an incumbent, Mr. Mazzurco 
said his accomplishments include 
working with police Chief Mark 
Purchase to hire three full-time 
police officers which helped the 
township be named by SafeWise 
as Ohio’s safest city in 2021. Mr. 
Mazzurco said he pushed for the 
hiring of six full-time firefighters. 
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Chelly Belly the Clown, dressed in her scarecrow best, performs a soap bubble show for residents attending the Geauga Park 
District’s Homespun Market Days. The annual event this past weekend hosts vendors of locally produced and handmade 
goods, live music, food trucks, wagon rides, a magician and more. Attendees enjoyed mostly clear skies and fun for all ages.
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