
Voters to consider rezoning for senior housing
By SUE REID

Solon voters will decide this fall 

a rezoning that would pave the way 

for a senior living development 

adjacent to the Hawthorne Valley 

Country Club.

On Monday, City Council ap-

proved an ordinance submitting 

to the electors a new chapter to 

the zoning code that would cre-

ate an R-2-A (one and two family 

residential senior citizen) zoning 
district for about 32 acres of land 
adjacent to the Hawthorne Valley 
Country Club on Aurora Road. The 
land is currently zoned R-1-D single 
family residential. 

In a separate ordinance, they also 
approved the associated Project 
Development Agreement and the 
Declaration of Protective Covenants 
with Hawthorne Valley County Club 
and Hawthorne Golf Estates. This 

agreement ensures that the golf 
course, measuring 150 acres, is kept 
as perpetual green space or parkland.

Hawthorne Golf Estates would 
consist of 105 single family residen-
tial homes for people 50 and over. 
The new zoning classification is 
specifically designed to exclusively 
permit lower intensity, senior citizen 
restricted developments comprised 
of single family detached and/or 
attached two family residences. 

Access to the site would be provided 
via a private street connection to the 
Cleveland Metroparks Hawthorn 
Parkway, in accordance with an 
easement with that entity.

“This will meet a need long unre-
solved in the city,” said Larry Apple, 
who spoke on behalf of property 
owner Fred Rzepka and TransCon 
Builders Inc. “The proposal meets a 
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Police investigating former Solon teacher  
By SUE REID

Solon police are continuing an 
investigation this week into alleged 
improper conduct by a former Solon 
City School District teacher against 
students. No one has been charged 
with a crime.

Solon Police Lt. Jamey Hofmann 
said last week that an investigation 
by the detective bureau that began 
in early June is linked to an inquiry 

requested by the school district dur-
ing the 2017-2018 academic year.

“We were asked to do an inves-
tigation a couple years ago by the 
schools,” he said. There was an 
“unwilling complainant,” a former 
student, who did not want to talk to 
police, Lt. Hofmann said. 

At that time, Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor Richard Neff found, 
based on the evidence given by 

police through their investigation, 
that there was no criminal activity, 
Lt. Hofmann said.

Last month, the matter resurfaced. 
Lt. Hofmann said police became 
aware of an incident of possible 
improper conduct through a post on 
social media and an investigation 
resumed.

“We have been interviewing vic-
tims, and it is ongoing,” Lt. Hofmann 

said. He was unable to provide ad-
ditional comments on either the past 
or current investigation.

Solon school Communication 
Director Tamara Strom issued a 
statement last week on behalf of 
the district. “We take the safety and 
well-being of all our students — past 
and present – very seriously.

“The district always adheres to 

Putting history on track
Glenwillow and railway group working 
to preserve aging Falls Junction Depot 

By SUE REID

The Village of Glenwillow is do-
ing its part to save a piece of the past.

Village officials are working 
alongside the Midwest Railway 
Preservation Historical Society to 

preserve the Falls Junction Depot, 

a 1,000 square foot building that 

served the railroad and Glenwillow’s 

surrounding area for 91 years. 

The building, leased to the histori-

cal society by the Wheeling & Lake 

Erie Railway, is the oldest building 

left in the village dating back to 

the 1860s.

Glenwillow Mayor Mark Cegelka 

explained that the depot sat on 
Pettibone Road on property owned 

by the village near the tracks that 

still are in place. The agreement with 

the historical society is to move it 

to the village owned park, also on 

Pettibone.
Recently, the depot was moved 

about 250 feet across the railroad 
tracks. It is set to be lowered onto 
the foundation this week.

Over the years, the building was 
leased for $1 but had fallen into a 
state of disrepair, the mayor said. 
The historical society did not have 

“Once the building is completely done, we will put artifacts in it and it will be  

a historical center for people to come to visit for special events.” 
— Steve Korpos, executive director at the preservation society,
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Glenwillow Mayor Mark Cegelka stands in front of the historic Falls Junction Depot, the oldest remaining building in the 
village, which is being moved to village-owned land on Pettibone Road in an effort to save it. This is part of a joint project 
between the village and the Midwest Railway Historical Society. The ultimate use of the building is still being determined but 
it will be available for the public for such things as historic displays and educational programs.
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