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Boxing Buddies
Program helps build 
strength, confidence

By SUE REID

With the widest smile, Alex Price, 
who has cerebral palsy, gets set for 
his weekly boxing class at the Solon 
Community Center. The Solon resident, 
and the only class member in a wheel-
chair, has limited use of his right hand.

But that didn’t stop his momentum.
Alex, 22, is one of a dozen individu-

als with special needs who take part 

in the weekly exercise, which focuses 
on building strength, self-confi dence 
and simply having fun.

“This is why we like the program,” 
Alex’s mother Julie said. “They fi nd 
things that work for him.”

A program of the Solon Blue Ribbon, 
Boxing Buddies recently received a 2019 
Award of Excellence from the Ohio 
Parks and Recreation Association for 
“best-in-show” for its ability to provide 
motivation for participants who take part.

Blue Ribbon coordinator Jillian 
Babej said Boxing Buddies provides a 
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Boxing Buddies instructor Sandy Ellis spars with Anthony Cope, who has Down syndrome, during the weekly class at the Solon 
Community Center. Boxing Buddies received a 2019 Award of Excellence from the Ohio Parks and Recreation Association.

Deadline to seal Lynch lease 
looms between city, society
By SUE REID

After years of discussion and 
debate, the fate of the historical 
Lynch house may soon be decided.

The Solon Historical Society has 
until Dec. 27 to reach a lease agree-
ment with the city, which owns the 
building at 34025 Bainbridge Road.

Among the city’s stipulations 
is that the society put $300,000 in 
escrow to address the condition of 
the home, as well as be responsible 

for its ongoing maintenance.
Society Treasurer Ken Kvacek 

said last week that the society, in 
principal, favors the lease agreement 
and some small modifi cations that 
were made.

“We believe that we are in agree-
ment at this point,” he said, adding 
that the society has the necessary 
funds in its coff ers to cover the repairs.

The society aims at keeping 
the home to expand the historical 

Former business owner gets 
18 months in sex offender case
By SUE REID

A former Solon business owner, 
who was arrested as part of the un-
dercover operation Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force this 
past summer, was sentenced last 
week to 18 months in jail and must 
register for the next 25 years as a 
sex off ender.

Cuyahoga County Common Pleas 
Court Judge Joan Synenberg handed 
down the sentence to Douglas 

Graham, 50, of Brunswick, former 
owner of the Domino’s Pizza on 
Aurora Road. The franchise is now 
under new ownership.

“Thanks to the hard work of the 
Solon Police Department, another 
child predator was removed from 
our streets,” Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor Michael O’Malley said 
after the sentencing.

The charges stemmed from 
an incident in early July where 
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Solon resident Alex Price, who has cerebral palsy, warms 
up with volunteer Beth Koebeck at the weekly Boxing 
Buddies class in Solon.
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Chagrin Falls  Hugh 
Mungus to join annual New 
Year’s Eve celebration. A2

Pepper Pike Residents 
concerned about impact on 
tree canopy. A3

Bainbridge  Farm 
owner says zoning inspector 
made error. A6

Pepper Pike   Weld 
failure blamed for gas 
explosion. A7

Schools  Order error 
turns into blessing for 
Catholic elementaries.  A8

Solon  Square dancers 
keep mind, body in step.  
A10 

Region   Giant Eagle to 
eliminate single-use plastic 
bags in January. A11

Recycling e-book
The Times has launched an 
e-book containing the series 
published this year. Visit 
ChagrinValleyToday.com.
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Recycling e-book

TURNING POINT FOR RECYCLING |  1

TURNING POINT FOR RECYCLINGA series on the evolution and future of waste recovery
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