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Four decades as Tree City 
Solon marks autumn with new plantings 

By SUE REID

A global pandemic can’t stop the 
beauty of fall.

That is the sentiment of Solon 
Service Director Mark Hawley, 
whose crews began a fall tree plant-
ing program on Monday as well as 
the annual leaf collection.

A total of 26 trees are being 
planted citywide as part of the fall 
program, including such varieties as 
Kentucky coffee trees, elm and little 

leaf lindens, among others.

“With the whole pandemic, it is 

an awesome thing that we are still 

able to plant,” Mr. Hawley said, 

especially in celebration of the city’s 

40th year as a Tree City.

“We continue to keep going with 

that.”

Mr. Hawley said that, among some 

of the most picturesque streets in 

the city when it comes to the beauty 

of fall foliage, is the Carriage Park 

subdivision, which features some 
of the city’s most mature areas of 
trees. There pin oaks have reached 
maturity, he said, and draw a perfect 
canopy.

Other areas include SOM Hills, 
where a replanting from the tornado 
in 2004 include maple trees with 
leaves in a bright red hues, as well 
as Forest Glen, which features a 
beautiful canopy of Lindens, Mr. 
Hawley described.

The fall program is a continua-
tion of plantings in the spring, Mr. 
Hawley noted.

“We are fortunate to be able to 
plant in the spring and the fall,” 
he said. 

Trees are regularly identified for 
replacement and an overall assess-
ment is done.

“If a tree is showing decline, we 
put it on a list,” he said. Tree replace-
ments are also needed following 
accidents or new subdivisions that 
are having sidewalks completed, 
Mr. Hawley gave as an example.

In other updates, the service 
crews began an annual leaf pick-up 

Sewer pipe replacement 
project set for January
By SUE REID

A $770,000 aerial sewer pipe 
replacement is a project that the 
Water Reclamation Plant is do-
ing out of necessity, Director Paul 
Solanics said last week.

The pipe, which comes into the 
plant and handles the industrial and 
commercial section of waste, has 
developed leaks and is deteriorating, 
he said.

The line, which handles the area 
of downtown Solon and some resi-
dential streets on the east side, has 
deteriorated over the years due to 
exposure to hydrogen sulfite gas, 
Mr. Solanics explained. 

The pipe is more than 40 years 

old and therefore its replacement 
comes as no surprise, he said.

The project, which is slated for 
2021, will not result in a shutdown 
of the plant operations, Mr. Solanics 
said. But, when the new pipe is be-
ing connected, the operation will be 
set up to pump around this portion of 
the pipe to handle any storm water 
flows during construction. 

“That will only be initiated once 
the pipe is disconnected and they 
are ready to connect the new one,” 
he said. 

The project is expected to take 
about two months to complete.

Mr. Solanics said that, while 

Council looks at new 
design for freeway sign
By SUE REID

A new City of Solon sign may greet 
motorists on the Route 422 freeway 
sometime early next year.

City Council’s Safety and Public 
Properties Committee viewed two 
renderings of signs and approved 
forwarding legislation to the full 
City Council on its final design.

The matter will be before City 
Council Nov. 16 and will go through 
the three-reading process.

This year, the city budgeted about 
$65,000 for the sign, which will be 
located on the southeast corner of 
Route 422 and SOM Center Road. 
Pending City Council approval, 
plans are to go out to bid in January.

The preliminary plans call for the 
sign to be illuminated, Public Works 
Director William Drsek said. 

The sign is proposed to be 10 
feet high and 20 feet wide.

The two options presented to the 
committee differed in the coloring 
of lettering. The committee opted 
for the word Solon to be in white, as 
opposed to gold. The sign adheres to 
the new branding and color scheme 
throughout the city.

Councilman William I. Russo 
said it makes sense to be consistent 
across the city with signage and 
the logo.

The public works division has 
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The vibrant red trees on Flanders Drive in Solon are attractive to anyone who loves the autumn season. Solon is celebrating 
40 years as a tree city. Solon Service Director Mark Hawley said that crews will be planting 26 more trees throughout the city 
this fall, including Kentucky coffee trees, elm and little leaf lindens.
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