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News

Bainbridge  Hearings 
to focus on denied zoning 
requests. A2

Woodmere  Council 
to appeal decision on car 
charging port. A3

Chagrin  Grove Hill 
group to receive prestigious 
award. A3

Moreland Hills   
Council considers green 
issue. A4

Chardon BOE approves 
roof upgrades. A4

Burton   House 
inspections discussed. A4

Solon   Law to encourage 
growth. A5

Kenston  BOE approves 
contract extension. A12

Features 

Chagrin   Kids Kicking  
it for cure to childhood 
cancer. B1

Bainbridge   Red barn 
turned into house holds 
storied history. B1

Sports

Football  Chardon 
clinches share of WRC  
in win over Willoughby 
South. B4

Tennis  Niya Fried of 
Solon earns second trip  
to states. B4

Soccer  Tigers end 
season with win over 
Benedictine. B5

School districts 
reflect on report 
cards with no 
letter grades
By JULIE HULLETT

Last week, the highly anticipated state report 
cards came with no overall A to F letter grades 
for each public school district, different from 
years past. 

Although eastern suburban and Geauga 
districts saw a dip in the student performance 
indexes for 2020-2021, they still did well in 
the face of coronavirus pandemic challenges, 
area superintendents said.

The Solon City School District scored 
the highest in the area with Chagrin Falls 
Exempted Village School District and West 
Geauga Local School District also exceeding 
100 points, according to state records. The 
index tops out at 120.

Solon Superintendent Fred Bolden said that 
“the pandemic years were definitely challenging 
for students around the state.

“Solon students again earned the state’s 
highest achievement score this year with a 
performance index score of 108,” he said. 
“But as always, we know we have work to 
do to be sure we are addressing the needs of 
all students.”  

Solon’s 108 index for 2020-2021 is lower 
than the 112.6 index from 2018-2019. Chagrin 
Falls received 105.5 in the latest report card 

Orange BOE 
OKs design 
contract for  
entrance
By JULIE HULLETT

The Orange Board of Education unanimously 
approved a proposal to design the new front 
entrance at Orange High School at a cost of 
$79,450 at the board meeting last week. The 
project to create a new front entrance at the 
high school with security enhancements has 
been under discussion for two years. 

The firm designing the entrance is 
ThenDesign Architecture, the same company 
that designed the Brady Middle School renova-
tion. The board is considering renovating the 
front entrance at the high school at the same 
time as the locker room renovation, which 
would have a combined price tag of $3.8 
million, according to Orange Superintendent 
Lynn Campbell. If the projects are completed 
separately, the cost will be higher, he said.

The front entrance design already received 
preliminary approval from Pepper Pike’s 
Architectural Review Board. The contract 
with ThenDesign Architecture approved last 
week is for preliminary and final designs. 
Board Vice President Melanie Weltman said 
the entrance is “imperfect” and comes at a 
“high cost.”

“The question then becomes whether we can 

Materials and labor costs push up 
price of Russell storage building
By ALEC SAPOLIN

Russell Township Trustees said that they 
have run into a financial barricade regarding the 
building of an 8,000-square-foot multi-purpose 
storage facility.

Trustees said $500,000 was budgeted, but 
$717,310 is needed for the project due to the 
rising cost of materials and labor.  The build-
ing, which is the next step in tearing down the 
60-year-old former fire station located on the 
corner of Route 306 and Kinsman Road, would 
be used as storage for both the fire and police 
departments, trustees said during an Oct. 13 
meeting. The new structure would be built south 
of the township police station.

Trustees discussed the possibility of other 
revenue including using funding from the fire 
department as a loan. But Trustee Jim Mueller 
said that option should not be considered until 
fire Chief John Frazier can be in attendance. The 

chief was not at the meeting.
“I’m not comfortable with continuing this 

conversation without Chief [Frazier] present,” 
Mr. Mueller said.

Officials noted that the $400,000 estimate was 
made by construction manager Jim Dixon about 
nine months ago. State law requires townships 
to advertise for bids on projects.

Mr. Dixon and the J. Dixon Company, Inc.  built 
both the fire and police stations, trustees noted. 

Mr. Mueller suggested the township take a 
line of credit out with a local bank. Residents 
would not be affected if the township went this 
route, he said.

“A problem in the last nine or 10 months is 
that the prices of steel and everything have gone 
up,” he said, adding that labor costs have risen as 
much as 40 percent. Trustees are now scrambling 
trying to figure out how to pay for the building.

Trustees were to meet Wednesday (Oct. 20) 
to further discuss the issue.
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Farm fresh 
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Tiffany Mushrush Mentzer of Harvest Bell Farm in Newbury cradles a few of her 
chickens, which were born and raised on her farm.  She is among those who offer 
their products at local farm markets. Area farmers say customers during the pan-
demic have been paying more attention to where their food is grown and looking 
to local farms for wholesome, sustainably raised products. See story on Page 13.


