
Virus kills full Geauga Fair, but Junior Fair survives
By GLEN MILLER 

There will be no regular Great 
Geauga County Fair this year, 
only a junior fair because of a new 
COVID-19 protection order issued 
by Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine on 
Tuesday.

Only junior fairs can be held in 
Ohio from this point on because 

of a significant increase in Ohio 
coronavirus cases, Gov. DeWine said 
during a press conference.  Nearly 
86,497 cases had been reported 
to the Ohio Department of Health 
Tuesday when Gov. DeWine made 
his decision. A deciding factor 
was the 3,382 deaths also reported 
Tuesday, 38 more than Monday, 

and a steady increase in COVID-19 
hospitalizations throughout the state.

During a news conference, Gov. 
DeWine said his “difficult deci-
sion” specifically limits activities 
to junior fair livestock competitions 
conducted for 4-H clubs and Future 
Farmers of America groups, as well 
as other junior fair contests.

An unhappy Geauga County Fair 
Board reviewed the order at a regular 
Tuesday meeting but did not publi-
cally discuss or make a decision 
about the junior fair activities. This 
will be the first time in the fair’s 
198-year-history that a full fair will 
not occur.    
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Lawmakers talk next steps 
in wake of bribery arrests
By JULIE HULLETT

After Ohio House Speaker Rep. 
Larry Householder was arrested last 
week in connection with an alleged 
$60 million bribery scheme related 
to a nuclear bailout bill, local state 
legislators are re-evaluating House 
Bill 6 and their personal campaign 
contributions from FirstEnergy.

FBI agents  arres ted Rep. 
Householder, R-Glenford, at his 
farm outside of Columbus on July 
21. Four others also were arrested in 
the scheme including former Ohio 
Republican Party Chairman Matt 
Borges, Rep. Householder adviser 
Jeffrey Longstreth and lobbyists 
Neil Clark and Juan Cespedes. They 
were each charged with “conspiracy 
to participate, directly or indirectly, 
in the conduct of an enterprise’s 

affairs through a pattern of rack-
eteering activity,” according to 
the United States District Court 
criminal complaint.

“This is a dark time for democ-
racy,” state Rep. Phil Robinson, 
D-Solon, said on Monday. “Ohioans 
deserve better.” 

Gov. Mike DeWine has called 
for Rep. Householder to resign, but 
as of early this week, the speaker 
said he does not plan to give up 
his position.

The House was scheduled to vote 
Thursday on whether to remove 
Rep. Householder as speaker. 
Regardless of the outcome of that 
vote, he will retain his legislative 
seat.

According to  the  federa l 

New boutique to open  
on Chardon Square 
By COLLIN CUNNINGHAM

Village Trends Boutique is set to 
open on Chardon Square in the spot 
that had housed a health food store. 

T h e  C h a r d o n  E c o n o m i c 
Development Committee last week 
approved a lease with boutique 
owner Elizabeth Tarkowsky who 
also has a shop in Chester Township.  
The new store will be at 105 South 
St. where Hilltop Nutrition was 
located before closing due to 
decreasing business during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
officials said.

“I started an online boutique two 
summers ago, telling my husband 
I wanted to get into the boutique 
world and do pop-ups and online 
businesses while still working 

with my dad at State Farm,” Mrs. 
Tarkowsky said during the Zoom 
meeting. “I had just gotten my 
master’s degree and I wanted to 
try something that I really would 
enjoy doing and that’s how the 
boutique came about.”

She ended up at her Mayfield 
Road store after spotting an open 
space in a building across the street 
from the Chesterland Tavern and 
decided to give a proper home to 
the various dresses, shirts, jackets, 
pants and other assorted pieces of 
womenswear that were consuming 
her house.

At  the  meet ing,  Chardon 
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Administrator Steven Yaney 
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People gathered to see Comet NEOWISE at Observatory Park in Montville last Sunday. The comet was first discovered in 
March by NASA. A cloudless, blue sky gave spectators a clear view of the night sky as the sun set. Looking toward the week-
end weather, meteorologists are forecasting cloudy weather with highs in the upper 70s.
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