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Summer nights heat up with bocce
By SUE REID

Summer nights just got that much 
more fun in Chagrin Falls, with 
the Chagrin Valley Bocce League 
kicking off last week and rooted in 
camaraderie.

A total of 20 teams, amounting to 
200 people, take to the court in River 
Run Park three times a week, some 

competitive, others not so much.
“I’m not going to lie,” Chagrin 

Falls resident Frank Crea, a member 
of the team “La Bocce Vita,” said 
with a laugh. “We are a little com-
petitive, but try to have fun with it. 

“We are not the group that stomps 
away mad when we lose a match,” 
he added. “We congratulate the team 
and try to get to know others, and 

hopefully make some friends along 
the way.”

Chagrin Falls Councilwoman 
Angie DeBernardo, who coordinates 
the league and was a key part of its 
inception, said the goal is to bring 
the community together in a laid 
back and fun way.

It was in 2015 that she saw a sign 
on Solon Road saying “Bocce league 

forming” and got excited by the 
concept, she recalled. A league was 
forming in neighboring Bentleyville, 
so she worked to recruit people and 
form one in Chagrin Falls.

“I think we need more opportuni-
ties for people in our community 
to get out and meet each other in a 
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Valley Art Center presents 
plans for mural project
By SUE REID

The North Main Street bridge 
project in downtown Chagrin Falls 
may incorporate the beauty of art, 
pending approval of a proposal 
from the Valley Art Center.

Executive Director Rebecca 
“Bec” Gruss said the center plans 
to submit a proposal to the vil-
lage’s Arts Commission and the 
administration regarding their desire 
to lead a construction mural public 
art project.

According to the proposal, 
temporary murals would adorn 
construction barriers throughout 
the project’s duration, expected to 

last a year and begin possibly by 
next spring.

“We are excited to be involved 
and make it community based and 
try to beautify what may not be a 
beautiful process,” Ms. Gruss said. 

Murals will engage the public and 
change the face of something that 
is not visually appealing, she said.

“That is our goal, and that’s our 
proposal,” Ms. Gruss said. “We are 
just excited to see how it unfolds 
and be a part of it.”

The plan would involve artists 
submitting designs and an open call 
to entry from the Greater Cleveland 

Bainbridge couple dies 
in Colorado house fire
By STAFF REPORTS

Two residents of Bainbridge were 
reported to have died in a house fire 
last week in Colorado. 

Henry and Barbara “Suni” Coerdt, 
who lived on Cats Den Road in the 
township, were reportedly visiting 
their son Clint Coerdt in Colorado 
when the fire broke out in the early 
morning hours of June 13.

The couple was reportedly asleep 
in an upstairs bedroom when the fire 
broke out about 2:15 a.m.

The house, located on Monastery 
Cutoff Road in a secluded area of 
the county in the Old Snowmass 
community in western Colorado, 

had electric baseboard heating, 
according to records at the Pitkin 
County assessor’s office. It didn’t 
have an interior sprinkler system, 
authorities said.

Clint and his fiance, Katherine 
“Kate” Sartain, survived the fire, 
although Mr. Coerdt received 
second-degree burns on 44 percent 
of his body from injuries suffered 
from trying to raise his parents.

Ms. Sartain was not injured. 
Their friends set up a GoFundMe 

page to help with recovery. There 
have been more than 1,300 dona-
tions totalling some $381,000 as of 
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Summer nights mean bocce for the Chagrin Valley Bocce League, which kicked off their season last week at the courts in 
River Run Park on Solon Road. About 200 individuals from the Chagrin Valley area take part in the league, comprised of 10 
teams and rooted in camaraderie and fun. Here, Takei Shinkawa (right) and Dan Ducca, both of Chagrin Falls, take part in 
the friendly competition.


