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Director forms virtual connection 
to help businesses around city
By SUE REID

Responding to the needs of the 
Solon business community has 
taken a shift during the ongoing 
coronavirus health crisis that has 
closed schools and nonessential 
establishments statewide. 

Solon Economic Development 
Director Angee Shaker explained 
last week that she typically visited 
businesses daily, but now, in light of 

the crisis, new ways of communicat-
ing and addressing their needs have 
been put into place.

An example is a Zoom meet-
ing she took part in last week with 
representatives of the Solon Chamber 
of Commerce and Katie A. Van 
Dyke, director of the Ohio Small 
Business Development Center at 
Cleveland State University. The 
goal was to learn more about the 
stimulus package in response to 

the pandemic and how it impacts 
businesses. 

“The world has turned upside 
down,” Mrs. Shaker said, “so we 
are just trying to figure it out and 
adapt to what is going on and be 
responsive to the needs of our busi-
ness community.”

She is fielding calls daily from her 
home office in Solon from businesses 
with specific questions and needs.

Some of the struggles she is 

hearing are from businesses who 
have shut down and therefore have 
no revenue or have significantly 
reduced income. Others are having 
to lay off employees, she said.

“It used to be the challenge was 
to hire people” and find suitable and 
abundant workforce, and now they 
are laying off, which is a major shift 
for everyone,” she said.
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Solon Economic Development Director Angee Shaker takes part in a virtual meeting with members of the Solon Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ohio Small Business Development Center from her home office. Business officials are finding ways to 
reach out during the stay-at-home order in Ohio during the coronavirus health crisis.  
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Sound barrier request 
stirs debate in council
By SUE REID

An application by the Chabad 
Jewish Center of Solon to the Ohio 
Department of Transportation for 
noise barriers for an area along 
the Route 422 freeway generated 
a debate among Solon city officials 
last week.

City Engineer John J. Busch ex-
plained to the City Council Public 
Works Committee that the Chabad 
center submitted last fall a Type 2 
noise mitigation application for the 
area along the northside of U.S. 422 
between Harper and Cannon roads.

ODOT performed a noise study of 

the area and determined that noise 
barriers were justified, Mr. Busch 
said. The study determined that the 
noise barrier would benefit both the 
Chabad and two homes on Cannon 
Road owned by the Chabad.

The barrier would be 14-feet tall 
and 794-feet long and paid for by 
federal and state funds. Construction 
would take place in 2024 and the 
estimated project cost is just over 
$278,000.

ODOT requested input from the 
city of Solon if the city would be 
supportive of the project. Mr. Busch 

Churches maintain spirit of  
Easter through online prayer
By SAMANTHA COTTRILL

The pews are empty, but the spirit 
of Easter and Holy Week remain 
full.

Despite churches following health 
experts’ social distancing recom-
mendations by closing buildings 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
worshippers have services to turn to 
this Easter Sunday, and throughout 
the health crisis, from the comfort 
of their homes.

Christian denominations across 
the Chagrin Valley, Geauga County 
and Solon have switched to virtual 
platforms like Zoom, Facebook 
Live and YouTube to extend their 

worship services.
Federated Church in Chagrin 

Falls, Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church in Bainbridge, Catholic 
Church of St. Rita in Solon and 
St. Mary’s Church of Chardon are 
among the many congregations 
across Northeast Ohio that are live-
streaming services from church 
buildings after canceling in-person 
gatherings.

“The big thing that we are telling 
our members is that we are physi-
cally distancing from one another, 
but socially, we’re doing our best 
to stay better connected than we 
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