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IT HAPPENS,

WE CAN FIXIT.

Why choose D&S?

With over 40 years of experience in the
automotive industry, D&S is a leader in
collision repair for Northeast Chic. Your
peace of mind is our top priority; all you
have to do is drop off your vehicle. We'll
handle the rest.

Preferred Partner with all
Insurance Companies

Certified |-CAR and
ASE Collision Center

o Renowned Customer Service

0 Professional Workmanship N4
Warranty Uk

2=nte golg IS© | oNsHERuAlsAvAILAELE

MOBILE ESTIMATES

"“‘“‘ www.DSAUTOMOTIVE.com

540 Fifth Ave. | Chardon, OH 44024 | 440.279.461%
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JOINT REPLACEMENT -

for a life with less pain.

If joint discomfort is interfering with your
life, it may be time to consider knee or hip
replacement surgery at University Hospitals.
With advanced joint replacement procedures
that may reduce pain and increase mobility
with faster recovery times, our team of
experienced knee and hip replacement
surgeons can get you back to living the
active life you love.

Most major insurance plans accepted,
including Medical Mutual of Ohio SuperMed

University Hospitals Geauga Medical Center °

440-876-8089 University Hospitals
UHhospitals.org/Geauga

13207 Ravenna Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024

© 2018 University Hospitals
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C ontents

Search for Maple Queens Little Peru

ds. Positive Results.

Don't just &wam _ _ ng a well-behaved, pﬂl:te dog ... let us
help you tram I

: Fearful, Aggressive, Destructive
' 'ijusehﬂld Obedience

s and Recreational Classes

ANIONS, LLC DOG TRAINING
12531 GAR Highway * Chardon, Ohio
(3/4 mile east of the Chardon Square on Route 6) oy

855.286.DOGS (3647)

www.coldnosecompanions.com

Fird us on Facebook
John Eklund
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2018

CALENDAR of EVENTS

March

31st: Easter Egg Hunt on the Square

April

26th — 29th: Geauga Maple Festival
(Square)

June
1st - September 14th: (Fridays)
Chardon Square Assoc. Farmer’s
Market (Square)

2nd: Chardon Square Assoc.
Flea Market (Square)

8th: Chardon Chamber Golf Outing
(Wicked Woods)
8th: Free Day at Chardon Municipal
Pool (Chardon Pool)
8th - August 17th (Fridays)
Concerts in the Park (Square)

9gth: All Creatures Great & Small
Adoption Event (Chardon Library)

10th: Caveman Crawl 5K Run
(The West Woods)

16th: Movies on the Square:
“Thor: Ragnarok”

22nd: Libraries Rock!
(Chardon Library)

23rd: Movie Night at Observatory
Park — “Jumanji: Welcome
to the Jungle”

27th: Celebration of Animation
(Chardon Library)

July

3rd: Chardon Area Fireworks
(Chardon High School)

4th: Old Glory Day (Square)
7th: Love Fest

8th: (Rain date 15th) Chardon
Chamber Classic Car
& Bike Show (Square)

14th: Dog Days of Summer (Square)

14th: Movie Night at Observatory
Park — “Peter Rabbit”

21st: Movies on the Square: “Coco”

25th: The Great Fire of Chardon
1868 Event (Chardon Library)

28th: Zucchini Festival (Square)

August

2nd: Chardon Square Assoc.

KidsFest & Kid’s Flea Market (Square)
3rd: Movies on the Square — “Top Gun”

5th: Chardon Square Assoc.
Arts Festival (Square)

5th: Nature Arts Festival
(Big Creek Park)

6th or 13th: Library Night
at Mayfield Drive-In

~th: National Night Out (Square)

11th: Movie Night at Observatory
Park—Fan’s Choice

11th: Chardon Tomorrow BrewFest
& 5K Run for Suds (Square)

12th: Chardon Community Action
Team Classic Car Show (Square)

18th: Movies on the Square:
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi”

September

gth: Kiwanis Cornroast (Square)

16th: Chardon Square Assoc.
Harvest Handmade Market (Square)

October
6th: Fall Fest (Square)

6-7th: Jump Into Fall Days
(Swine Creek Reservation)

31st: Halloween on the Square

November
10th: Holly Days Artisan Boutique
(The West Woods)
29th: Chardon Square
Christmas Lighting

December

8th: Home for the Holidays

For complete listings go to www.chardonchamber.com
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' Dear Readers,

We are excited to welcome you to the fourth annual Chardon Magazine.
Forseveralyears, the Chardon Area Chamber of Commerce has looked
for the proper avenue to spotlight Chardon and Geauga County. This
magazine will reiterate to those who live here and promote to those
who are visiting what a wonderful community we have.

Our mission is to support economic development and showcase
Chardon as a vibrant business community. In the past year, eight businesses have opened their doors
in Chardon while six others made major expansions. Each has brought something unique to the city.

Whether you are coming to shop on the historic Chardon Square, bike or walk the Maple Highlands
Trail or attend one of our many festivals, we are certain you will enjoy the time you spend in Chardon.

For more information on upcoming events, visit chardonchamber.com or chardon.cc and don 't
forget to like our Facebook pages. We appreciate your continued support.

Jeffrey Smock
Chardon Mayor

Jonathan Schneider
President of the Chardon Area
Chamber of Commerce

o

COMPLETE MECHANICAL REPAIR .~ Relax, Wel Take It From Here:

SERVICES FROM
OIL CHANGE TO MAJOR REPAIRS CARSTAR

’ Auto Body Repair Experts
Including:

« All Brands of Tires . Ezeﬁiﬁt%a}ﬁz

* Brake Services . ; AL
- Wheel Alignment Firestone Enterprise Rent-A-Car

* Deal Directly with
and Balance ;
. ﬁ all Insurance Companies

Check Us Out on Sure Critic

QUSINEg
Celeb ! ol e
Celedrg,, BBB © ) [ =
- . s T E = -~ Approved freiirast N P g
i ’ — - — Auto Repair s Y E
/ Over 7 I

= HONEST & TRUSTED gk

www.chardonsquareautoandbody.com
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Join Us
TODAY

Chardon Area
Chamber of Commerce
Power Up Your Business Today!

INVEST & CONNECT
Don’t Do Business Alone!

I Get Connected to Business Leaders
through Ongoing Networking Events

B Increase Your Visibility for Your Business
[ Gain Credibility for Your Business
[ Take Advantage of Savings & Discounts

WORK SMARTER. NOT HARDER.
JOIN THE CHAMBER

100 Center Street, Suite 160 | Chardon, OH 44024
440.285.9050 | chardonchamber.com

For more information contact
Executive Director Stacia Clawson at
sclawson@chardonchamber.com

=

OUR MISSION
IS TO HELP
BUSINESSES
GROW AND
SUCCEED

WE ARE YOUR

BUSINESS
PARTNER

HELPING YOU
INCREASE YOUR
BOTTOM LINE

& EHARDON

AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ACM18
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Royal

Embarking on search
for lost maple queens

By KRISTA S. KANO

The basement of the Chardon Branch of
the Geauga County Public Library contains
the entirety of the county’s written history.
Labeled boxes line the eastern wall of the
genealogy room, while cabinets filled with
centuries of newspaper microforms buttress
the southern wall and spill out into a separate
room across the shelves of books. For anyone
asking an “ungoogleable” question about the
county’s history, here is where they’d find the
answers.

Here is where the search for the lost queens
of the Geauga County Maple Festival begins.

Of course, the queens aren’t truly lost, nor
forgotten. They’re simply not recorded in a
comprehensive list. Not by the Maple Festival
Board, by the Geauga County Historical Soci-
ety or seemingly, by anyone.

Instead their reigns survive in those news-
paper microforms, in the photos and news-
paper clippings in two “maple” boxes and in
the institutional knowledge of the county’s
citizens.

For a few queens, their memories are re-
corded in “A Scrapbook of the Geauga Coun-
ty Maple Festival,” compiled and edited by
Shirley Stafford Boehmer. Through newspa-
per clippings, the scrapbook details how in
1929, Mary Douttiel, Queen of the Festival,
her king Alger Dimmick, and Frieda Hill and
Russell Hauter, named most popular girl and
most popular boy, traveled to Washington,
D.C. that year to deliver maple syrup to Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover.

It shows how in 1941, there was turmoil in
Geauga, as all of the queen contestants were
brunettes. Newspapers ran stories like “What,
No Blonds? Maple Contest is a Puzzler,” and
then, “Maple Sugar Beauty Contest Gets a
Blond at Last and All’s Well,” and finally,
“Chardon Sirup Festival Hails: Miriam, I,
Blond and a Queen (sic).”

Within two boxes labeled “maple” in the
genealogy room, newspaper clippings, origi-
nal photographs, festival programs and letters
contain the names of the queens.

There’s a newspaper clip that identifies
“pert, twinkling Jane Diedrich of Chardon”
as the 1962 queen. A few times, a single item
will identify two queens, like when the Geau-
ga Times-Leader captioned a photo, “West
Geauga Senior Beth Rosenberger, 18, of Rus-
sell is crowned as 1979 Geauga Maple Festi-
val queen by her predecessor Debbie Ward of

8 | Chardon Magazine 2018-19
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Photo courtesy of the Chardon Branch of the Geauga County Library
In 1957, the belle of the Chardon Maple Festival was named Princess Sheauga,
rather than Maple Queen. Pictured from left, are Sandra Best, Beverly Opper,
U. S. Rep. David Dennison, Princess Sheauga Julie Woodford, Juanita Carlson

and Jeanne Allyn.

Photo by John Maynard
In 1941, only brunettes entered the
running for Maple Queen, until Miriam
Bates, 16, of Painesville entered. Ms.
Bates, pictured with Mike Farinacci,
was crowned queen that year.

Newbury.”

There’s also a photo of Becky Motil, 1979
queen, and a letter she wrote to the festival
board saying, “I’ve tried to write a thank you
note many times in order to express my ap-
preciation for my year as Maple Queen, but
I couldn’t seem to find the right words. I en-
joyed myself so much every time I traveled to
other festivals — the people I met were won-
derful and the towns were interesting — yet if
not for the people who accompanied me, it
would not have been half so fun. I was proud
to be your representative. I shall always recall
my reign as Maple queen with fond memo-
ries, which are tinged with regret that it has
to end.”

But even after pouring through those files,
many queens are still unaccounted for, and the
search must broaden to institutional knowl-
edge and the hope that a local librarian, school
secretary or high school alumni association
president will just happen to know a former
queen, or perhaps know someone who knows
a former queen.

The library’s marketing manager Lori We-
ber, for instance, happens to be the sister of
Lisa (Valyko) Belza, now of Grafton, who
was crowned in 1988.

Or the library’s genealogist will recommend
leaving a message for another librarian who

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 8

may know some former queens. That librarian
will introduce her sister-in-law, Helen (Young)
Seufer of Chardon who was crowned in 1956.
Mrs. Seufer, now 80, will just happen to have a
scrapbook of her own with a newspaper article
from 1969, when the festival held a queens re-
union, that lists former queens from as far back
as 1927 (the festival started in 1926), as well as
their husbands and their current hometowns.

With a steadily growing list of names,
comes the matter of contacting these queens.
But as Angela May, the pageant’s current
chairwoman, pointed out, the women are dif-
ficult to track down. Ms. May attempted to
have a queens reunion a few years ago, but
came across roadblocks when she realized
that many of these women have moved, gotten
married and changed their last names.

Louise Jackson, of the Geauga County His-
torical Society, will also be tracking down the
queens, in hopes of filling the society’s new
maple museum at Century Village Museum in
Burton, set to open this summer. The museum
will have an entire room dedicated to the Maple
Festival, and, hopefully, a full list of queens, so
that they’ll be honored and remembered.

“The presence of a Maple Queen is one

Photo courtesy of the Chardon Branch of the Geauga County Public Library

Allison Kozak, third from right, was crowned Maple Queen in 1980. Ms. Kozak,
from West Geauga High School, is surrounded by her court.

aspect that has remained consistent,” former
Chardon Mayor Bob Eldridge told the Geauga
Times-Leader in 1992. “That’s gone back al-
most to the very beginning. Over the years,
the queen has been dubbed with titles rang-

ing from Princess Sheauga to Maple Princess,
but all have possessed the same sought-after
qualities and characteristics.

“They’re just good, wholesome, all-Amer-
ican girls.” m

Former queens recall their crowning moments

By KRISTA S. KANO

The Geauga County Maple Festival queens
are difficult to track down. They are crowned
when they’re in high school, and many move,
get married and change their names. But
sometimes, by pure happenstance, a queen
can be located. Here are their memories.

Helen (Young) Seufer, 1956

Growing up in Chardon, Helen (Young)
Seufer had always gone to the Maple Festival,
and as a student at Park Elementary School in
Chardon, would clean up the square with her
classmates in hopes of finding some dropped
dollars.

So in 1956, when she was 18 and a student
at Andrews Academy for Girls in Willoughby,

now Andrews Osborne Academy, she decided
to enter the pageant. At the time, the winner
was chosen by how many 50-cent buttons
contestants sold.

“Well, I worked on Main Street (in Char-
don) and I thought that’s a good place to be to
sell buttons. A gentleman came in one day and
said ‘I want you to be queen,” and he handed
me $35. That was a lot of money. So I sold
quite a bit,” Mrs. Seufer, now 80, said.

Mrs. Seufer came in second, selling just
five buttons less than the winner, but when
that girl dropped out, Mrs. Seufer was named
queen.

“We still had the railroad station, so we
went on a ride down to Youngstown on a train
to pick people up and bring them to Chardon.
We were hostesses. It was not good weather. It

was cold and rainy,” Mrs. Seufer said.

“It was so bad that whole weekend. It was
raining and very, very cold and muddy. When
we rode around in the parade around town, we
all just wanted to go home. We were wearing
prom dresses,” she said.

Queens did not receive a crown or a sash
at that time. Instead, they were given gifts
from local businesses, and Mrs. Seufer still
has a pink jewelry box she was given from
Bostwick’s. She is now married and has three
grown children by the then young and hand-
some Chardon High School graduate she
was dating at the time, Ken Seufer. When he
was asked what it was like to have the Ma-
ple Queen on his arm, he only could offer a

Continued on next page

John Marinucci
NMLS#77196, Mortgage Loan Originator

FFL.net

(216) 870-0866 | jmarinucci@ffl.net | FFL.net/jmarinucci

The right financing turns a dream home into
a dream come true.

We offer a wide range of mortgage solutions to meet your unique needs —
delivered with the friendly, personalized service you expect from a community bank.

For more information about our mortgage services, contact:

o

Lz
LAREWO0OD.

2 EQUAL HOUSING LENDER - MEMBER FDIC

10 | Chardon Magazine 2018-19



Continued from previous page

sheepish grin.

She told her children stories about being
Maple Queen, most of which she no longer
remembers after 62 years, but said, “They
thought it was neat and they liked it.”

Lisa (Valyko) Belza, 1988

Lisa Belza also remembers going to the
Maple Festival every year with her family,
and has fond memories of “the stirs, the cold
crisp air and the sense of community.”

Mrs. Belza, now of Grafton, grew up in
Chardon as a tomboy and didn’t consider run-
ning for queen until she was a junior or senior
in high school at Notre Dame Academy, now
Notre Dame-Cathedral Latin.

“I was nervous because I couldn’t walk in a
pair of heels at the time. I borrowed my friend
Kim’s dress and when I won I couldn’t believe
it,” Mrs. Belza said.

“I was really surprised and now, every-
thing’s a big blur. I found out on a Thursday
and then the whole weekend festivities begin.
You’re busy the whole time with lunches and
making appearances. It was a blur but one of
my favorite weekends growing up as a teen-
ager.”

Mrs. Belza keeps her crown and sash in a
cedar chest.

“Occasionally when I'm cleaning up, I
reminisce. My son thinks it’s so weird. He
can’t see me doing it and my daughter Grace
thinks it’s cool and my daughter Faith just
smiles. I don’t think she knows what to think
of it yet. When you’re a mom, you’re not cool
in your kids’ eyes and you were never young.”

Mrs. Belza competed in the Maple Run a
few years ago, and is always sure to return for
the pancake breakfasts.

Ashley (Anderson) Gier, 2010

When Ashley Gier was crowned in 2010,
she was excited to be the winner, but also
noted how special it was as she and everyone
in her court were from West Geauga High
School.

Mrs. Gier had done a few pageants earlier
in her life to boost her self confidence and
knew Mary Sheridon, the 2009 queen, who
had spoken highly of the competition.

Mrs. Gier went through the interview pro-
cess, answered a question from a fish bowl
about bullying (“I don’t remember my answer,
but clearly it was fabulous”) and performed a
skit that meshed her love for interior design
with music.

Her favorite part of being queen, she said,
was attending the other community festivals
around the state.

“You could not stop me from attending
those festivals. I loved the souvenirs and ex-
periencing what these different cities prided
themselves on,” Mrs. Gier said.

She visited a pottery festival two days after
she had her wisdom teeth removed, she went
to a duct tape festival and a banana split fes-
tival. m

Snowed In? Not A
Chance

TORO.

Power Max® HD 38805

1,299.00

* 26" clearing width throws snowup to 45'
* Anti-Clogging System reduces clogging in
heavy snow conditions

* Quick Stick® chute control easily changes
the direction and angle of thrown snow

GUARANTEED
FOR LIFE

Chute +ACS +Deflector

& WARRANTY 4

* See dealer for full warranty details.

Power Max® HD 3ss01

*1,499.00

* 28" clearing width throws snowup to 45'

* Anti-Clogging System reduces clogging in
heavy snow conditions

* Quick Stick® chute control easily changes
the direction and angle of thrown snow
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D
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Chute +ACS+Deflector
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Model shown: 38801
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Alvonn's

YARD & GARDEN EQIPMENT. LLC

Alvord's Yard & Garden Equipment, LLC

12089 RAVENNA ROAD, Chardon, Ohio
440-286-2315 aygoh.com
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Ernie, a Peruvian Huacaya
alpaca, smiles as his corral
mates Desi and En Fuego mingle
in the background at Promised
Land Farm, home to 80 Peruvian
Huacaya alpacas bred by
veterinarians Ed and Ruthanne
McCaslin at their Thwing Road
farm. The farm is the second
oldest alpaca farm in Chardon.

Photographs by Peggy Turbett

[ 1ittle Peru

How one Chardon couple helped make Geauga County an alpaca paradise

By MATT WEINKAM

In a small outdoor pen just a 3 minute drive
southwest of Chardon, a majestic male alpaca
stands tall and still.

His name is Attitude — Michelangelo’s
Black Attitude to be exact — and he’s the prize
stud of Promised Land Alpacas, the second
oldest alpaca farm in Chardon.

Attitude’s superior fur quality and appeal-
ing proportions are ideal for breeding and the
reason he has sired a large number of alpacas
on the farm.

“He’s the king around here and he knows
it,” said Ruthanne McCaslin.

12 | Chardon Magazine 2018-19

Mrs. McCaslin and her husband Ed Mc-
Caslin are a kind of royalty themselves. Doc-
tors of veterinary medicine and well-known
experts in raising, breeding and treating al-
pacas like Attitude, the McCaslins have been
instrumental in helping start more than 30 al-
paca farms in the Northeast Ohio region and
beyond.

As of the last national count, Geauga has
the most small-sized alpaca farms of any
county in Ohio, and Ohio has the most of any
state in the country. For this reason, some re-
fer to the area as Little Peru. That’s all thanks
in large part to the McCaslins.

The McCaslins’ adventure with alpacas began

more than 20 years ago when they visited the
Geauga County Fair with their three children.

“We were walking around when suddenly our
son ran up and said, ‘You gotta come see these
crazy animals!”” Mrs. McCaslin remembered.

Having owned and operated Lakeshore An-
imal Hospital in Mentor since 1972, the Mc-
Caslins were more accustomed to the small
animals they cared for in their veterinary prac-
tice, but one look at the alpacas at the county
fair and it wasn’t long before they bought one
for themselves.

Within a year, they had purchased five ani-
mals and boarded them together while they
searched for a large enough property to start



their own farm. The struggle to find the right
place was so full of near misses and seemingly
perfect finds that fell through, when the fam-
ily finally purchased the property on Thwing
Road, the kids knew just what to call it: the
promised land.

The name fits. Even on a grey winter day, the
stretch of field just outside Chardon that makes
up Promised Land Alpacas is so serene it seems
gifted, sacred. The main attraction is a large
barn out back that holds the majority of the 80
alpacas that the McCaslins call their own.

Inside the barn, three dozen or more alpacas
move like a school of fish, gathering at the cor-
ners of the pen and casting wary eyes at the sight
of a newcomer in their midst. They’re familiar
with the McCaslins but skittish around strangers.
Several of the braver babies, called cria, approach
curiously to stare and sniff, then dart away.

“Each one has a different personality,” Mrs.
McCaslin said. “Some are shy, some sweet,
some talkative.”

She hugs a light brown alpaca by the neck
and introduces her.

“This is Queen, one of our friendliest.”

Queen huffs at first but
calms under Mrs. Mc-
Caslin’s familiar touch,
waiting patiently as she
looks the animal over and
feels her cloud-like fleece.
When she’s released,
Queen shakes her head
and jogs away, making a
sound halfway between a
grunt and a sigh, glad to
be back with the herd.

According to the McCaslins, alpacas were
first imported to the U.S. in large numbers
in the 1980s and ’90s. Although they had
evolved in the Peruvian Andes, alpacas quick-
ly became popular in America due to their
docile nature and adaptable, low-maintenance
lifestyle.

“Easiest livestock to raise,” said Mrs. Mc-
Caslin. “By far.”

Alpacas require less food and care than oth-
er animals. Ten or 12 alpacas eat as much as
one horse, and they use a community manure
pile so it’s easier to clean up after them.

They aren’t as dangerous or difficult to
handle as other livestock either.

“They don’t have upper teeth in the front
so they can’t bite you to hurt you. And they
don’t have hooves. They have a padded foot
with toenails. So they might kick you if they
get nervous, but you would end up with a
bruise, not a broken leg,” Mr. McCaslin said.
“They’re animals that you can safely have
your children around.”

Even mating and birthing are easier. Alpac-
as are induced ovulators, meaning a farmer
can choose the breeding season and therefore

Continued on page 14

WILDLIFE & MORE

Your Wildlife Spc-ci.‘nll‘_v Store & Gift Sllop

bird fee(]ers, bird seed, bird houses
bird baths, weathervanes,

windchimes & great gifts!
* Mon-Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-5 ¢ 440/286-1622
www.forthehirdsandwildlife.com

JEHARDON

FLLG
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Continued from page 13

the birthing season. Alpacas also give birth in
the morning and require almost no interven-
tion in the process.

“I jokingly tell people the two most important
things you need are a chair and a rope,” says
Mrs. McCaslin. “Use the rope to tie yourself
in the chair so you don’t get up and intervene
when things are going smoothly.” She laughed.

Once they are born, the cria are usually on
their feet and nursing within two hours, and
they’re able to run by evening.

“It’s a miracle,” Mrs. McCaslin said. “That’s
one of the neat things. We’ve been doing it for
22 years now, and it’s still a miracle every time.”

This is how the McCaslins became alpaca
evangelists. After learning how easy it was to
care for the animals, they began helping oth-
ers start their own alpaca farms, selling 12 or
15 a year to local and out-of-state farmers.

As veterinarians, they naturally learned as
much as they could about how to care for the
creatures, taking early advice from Anthony
Stachowski, an alpaca importer and veterinar-
ian in nearby Mantua. Mr. McCaslin added
to the field, conducting original research on
mite control in alpacas that was published in
Alpaca Magazine and translated into German
and Swedish. After they had only been raising
alpacas for a few years, they taught one class
about common parasites to four or five local
farmers, but the demand grew quicker than
they ever imagined.

Today the McCaslins offer classes on alpaca
care and medical issues once a month, with
alpaca farmers and veterinarians sometimes
coming all the way from California to learn.

Not to mention the constant calls for advice.

“She’s almost universally known,” said Mr.
McCaslin of his wife after she answers the
phone — it’s another alpaca owner calling with
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a question. “Farmers ask their local veterinar-
ian for help, and they don’t know so they say,
‘Give Dr. Ruthanne a call.””

Over time, as the McCaslins taught more
classes and helped others get started in the
business, Promised Land Alpacas became a
family tree with deep roots in Geauga County
and branches stretching in every direction.

One couple the McCaslins converted to al-
paca farming is Jeanne and Ted Yurkon who
live just 2 miles down Thwing Road. The
Yurkons were local farmers who fell for the
animals and all the things that could be made
with their wool. Today they run a small store,
Glacial Ridge Farms, selling items made of
alpaca fleece out of a room in the front of
their house. With 15 animals of their own,
the Yurkons send the raw alpaca fiber to Lazy
Meadows Farm in Pennsylvania for process-
ing, where separate yarn is made from the
fleece of each individual alpaca. That yarn
is then used to make sweaters, shawls, coats,
hats, gloves and throws that bear the name of
the alpaca that provided the material.

“We’re really grateful to have the Mc-
Caslins here,” said Mrs. Yurkon. “They
helped us get started, and they’re always there
if something comes up.”

A few years back something did come up.
An alpaca at the Yurkons was ready to give
birth but was facing a complication that
threatened the mother’s health. The Yurkons
knew tying themselves to a chair was no lon-

TAVERMNE + IMN

ger an option. The animal needed help and
they knew just who to call.

The McCaslins came right away. With care
and skill, Mrs. McCaslin was able to resolve
the issue and ensure a safe and healthy birth
for both mother and child. The cria, like all
baby alpacas, was on its feet by nightfall,
testing the ground beneath it, unaware of any
trouble or of the gentle, experienced hands
that saved the day.

These days the McCaslins are starting to slow
down. “As we’re getting older we’re trying to
sell a few more than we produce and gradually
try and get our numbers down a little bit.”

At the same time, they’re helping more
than ever, getting ready to travel to North
Carolina to teach a hands-on class.

And they couldn’t be happier.

“People should know how fun it is to care
for alpacas,” said Mr. McCaslin. “They’re
very calming. It can lower your blood pres-
sure just looking at them.”

Mrs. McCaslin agrees. “After a busy day
at the office, to come back and just be among
them is very stress relieving.”

For anyone curious to learn more about
alpacas or interested in seeing the majestic
Attitude, the McCaslins are always willing to
have visitors.

“We love to show them off to folks!” says
Mrs. McCaslin with enthusiasm. “Anyone
who would like to come for a visit should give
usacall.” m
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Making a difference

Judge Stupica brings experience, compassion to bench

By VALERI FURST

n a Sunday night, when many
people are dreading the start of the
upcoming work week, Chardon
Municipal Court Judge Terri Stu-
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pica can’t wait to get to the office. Entering
her second term, Judge Stupica has a passion
for her work and firmly believes that she is in
a position to make a difference.

“I really love my job because it gives me the
opportunity to help people. You give a person a
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line of rope, and they can either build a bridge
or hang themselves. And when you see some-
one who finally gets on the right path after
years of struggle, it is gratifying to know that
you played a part in that,” Judge Stupica said.
Judge Stupica first took office in 2012, the
first female trial judge in Geauga County his-
tory. She is proud of that fact and does a lot of
speaking engagements, encouraging women to
get involved or run for office. But Judge Stupica
is quick to point out that she does not view her
victory in the political arena as gender specific.

“l always say, ‘Never let
anyone tell you that you
can’t do something.’ But
it also takes a lot of hard
work. Women are making
great gains and should be
considered equal to men
as long as they have the
qualifications.”

Judge Stupica, who was born in Euclid, had
wanted to be a judge since she was in seventh
grade. She was always asking questions and
felt the law was the right path. Judge Stupica
worked as an attorney for more than 12 years,
and now that she is on the bench, she feels she is
in the right place to do the most good. In her first
year with the municipal court, she was asked to
start an Opiate Task Force to explore options for
improving the situation in Geauga County.

“The task force was formed after we were
approached by a narcotics officer from Euclid
who said people were coming into their com-
munity to buy heroin. Addiction is a terrible
problem; 90-percent of the criminal docket
involves drugs, alcohol and opiates in particu-
lar,” said Judge Stupica, 54. “It is a constant
battle, but we have had some success increas-
ing awareness and offering more assistance to
those who need it. For instance, we now have
a women'’s sober house in Claridon Township
and we are always looking at ways to improve
treatment, rehabilitation and education.”

In tandem with Legal Aid and the Bar As-
sociation, Judge Stupica was also instrumental
in helping to set up a legal clinic in Chagrin
Falls to help people with smaller offenses such
as speeding tickets and minor misdemeanors.

“Housing disputes, traffic violations and
other minor crimes can turn into big issues for
people who don’t know their rights or their way
around a court room,” she said. “People can
lose their jobs or even end up in jail when really
what they needed was information and good
legal advice. At the clinic, attorneys work for
free in exchange for continuing legal education



credit, and it has been very successful.”

Judge Stupica definitely has a fun side
as well. Some have nicknamed her “Leop-
ard Girl” because of her passion for leopard
print. In fact, she has several items in her of-
fice made of that motif including a large chair
made to look like a shoe covered in leopard
fabric. She is married and has two sons. Still,
the judge’s mind is never far from her job. In
this second term, Judge Stupica is thinking
about starting a night court to make it conve-
nient for people who have to work and can’t
make regular courthouse hours.

“The goal is to make the court a better place
all around so that people can be more produc-
tive citizens. My door is always open, for law-
yers and the public, and I love to hear what
they have to say. We are a community and I
am honored to serve.” m

Chardon Municipal Court Judge Terri
L. Stupica works at the court just off of
Chardon Square. Judge Stupica was
the first female trial judge in Geauga
Photograph by Peggy Turbett County hiStOfy.
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Photograph by Alana Clark
The Chardon Living Memorial Park was dedicated in 2017 in memory of the shooting at Chardon High School on Feb. 27

2012 that claimed the lives of Danny Parmertor, Russell King Jr. and Demetrius Hewlin. The sculpture, entitied “Echoes

of the Heart” by local artist Matthew Albright, greets visitors to the park. The bench is dedicated to the survivors who
had the “courage to overcome the pain you endured that day.”
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By LAURI GROSS

here is a 17-acre park in Char-
don that welcomes visitors
with some of what’s common
to well-loved parks. There is
natural beauty and various out-
lets for the energy of the young
and young at heart. But this is no ordinary
park. This park was born of equal parts sor-
row and joy. Its creators were motivated both
by hurt and healing. Even its name inspires re-
flection: Chardon Living Memorial Park. It is
first and foremost a Chardon institution. It is a
living memorial — as opposed to just a plaque
or a statue — to young victims of a shooting
tragedy at Chardon High School Feb. 27,
2012. On some levels, it is still simply a park.

When Chardon-area residents decided to
help the community on the path toward healing,
some formed a committee that raised more than
$300,000 for the park that stretches between
Maple Elementary (308 Maple Ave. in Char-
don) and the city’s Chalet (220 Basquin Drive).

The Chardon Living Memorial Park
opened in October of 2017 as a place to honor
the lives lost, celebrate the survivors, provide
a place for visitors to reflect and recognize the
good in a community that continues to support
one another.

Steve Turpin, who chaired the Chardon Liv-
ing Memorial Park Committee, said the park
is used by people of “all ages and groups. I
see lots of kids on the play center and fitness

Member
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EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

center. It is quite noisy — in a good way — at
times. But in the woods or at the Reflection
Shelter, the sound is subdued.”

Specific elements of the park were designed
in memory of the students who lost their lives
that day. The open-air fitness center is dedicat-
ed to Demetrius Hewlin and his enjoyment of
sports. Demetrius was one of the victims. The
playground commemorates the love of the out-
doors of Russell King Jr., another victim. The
third victim, Danny Parmertor, is memorialized
in the refurbished half-mile trail in the woods,
which recalls his young, wild and free spirit.
The park also features commemoration plaques
and benches, including one that honors survi-
vors and another that honors the first responders
who answered the call the day of the shooting.

The park includes a 10-foot
high steel heart sculpture
created by local artist Mat-
thew Albright who donated
his talents to the project.
The sculpture is called
“Echoes of the Heart” and
includes a bell at its center.

The park is part of the Great American
Peace Trail, an international, public participa-
tory art project designed to engage children
with hands-on, cross-cultural awareness with
the goal of sharing peace and diversity with

their neighbors.

Mr. Turpin said, “I am heartened by how
our park can be a part of the continuing en-
deavor (of the Great American Peace Trail).”

Spring 2018 will see another addition to
the park. Ursuline College student Molly
Hegner — also a 2015 Chardon High School
graduate — had the idea of a mural at the park.
“I thought it would be a way for myself and
Ursuline to give to the Chardon community,”
she said. “I love art, and this was a way for
me to give back to my community through
art.” The 4-by-8 foot mural will feature the
Chardon Living Memorial Park emblem and
will be mounted near the Chalet. Ms. Hegner
is working on the mural with fellow Ursuline
students Barbara Brodnik, Ashley Rowell,
Sierra Thompson and Olivia Cooney. All are
Ohio residents, but Ms. Hegner is the only
Chardon graduate. “Without the help of my
fellow students, I would be lost,” Ms. Hegner
said.

The Chardon Living Memorial Park repre-
sents a promise fulfilled, even as its meaning,
its impact and its physical presence continue
to evolve.

“People feel a certain closure,” said Mr.
Turpin of the park. “I have heard some stories
about how some have been affected to get to
this point: depression, frustration, relief, but
in the end a sort of peaceful vindication.” m
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Salon owner dedicated
to people in Chardon

By KRISTA S. KANO

n Feb. 1, Chardon Square glistened
with a fresh coat of snow, so light
that even the smallest breeze could
lift it off the ground around the ga-
zebo and send it fluttering towards the green
clock tower. An older gentleman walked
down Main Street holding the hand of a small
boy bundled tightly in a jacket, mittens and
hat, and Ohio Sen. John Eklund, R-Munson
Township, walked briskly across the street, no
doubt on his way to an important meeting.

This has been the view for Marci Mondello-
King since 2001 when she moved her salon from
the space now occupied by Ubuntu yoga to a
downstairs space left vacant by Chapman Shoes.

That morning, a freshly tanned Mrs. Mon-
dello-King had a packed schedule after a
month-long Florida vacation. Her day started
at 8 a.m. with a local business owner and right
on time, was followed by Beverly McClelland
who came in to freshen her highlights.

As Mrs. McClelland’s color settled, Mrs.
Mondello-King, 54, moved on to Mrs. McClel-
land’s husband, recently retired sheriff Dan Mc-
Clelland who arrived with Midge, the world’s
smallest police dog, clad in a Rachel Ray purple
sweater.

“This is one of the places in a small town
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where everyone knows your name, like
Cheers,” Mrs. McClelland said.

As she sat in the large bay windows while
Mrs. Mondello-King coiffed Mr. McClel-
land’s hair, Mrs. McClelland explained that
after their hair stylists retired, they needed
someone who could be flexible with both of
their busy schedules.

“I called Marci and asked if I could come
in the evening. She said she had full evenings,
but said she would do it for me. That’s the
way it is around here,” Mrs. McClelland said.
“And she would always fit Dan in when he
was in the cruiser. He’d get a call and have to
leave, and she would finish him up later.

“And Marci did Dan’s
mom’s hair when she was
in her 80s and still driv-
ing,” Mrs. McClelland con-
tinued. “Marci would go
out and stop all the traffic
so Millie could back out.
Little Marci stopped traffic
because she didn’t want
Millie to get hurt, or for
Millie to hurt anyone else.”

And that is the reason for the success of
Marci’s business. Besides being a top-notch
hair stylist who earned a 98 out of 100 when
she took her state boards in 1982, she has also

@EHA\:‘EL\' @AHJEH!

dedicated herself to the community she serves.

Early years

Growing up in Mayfield Heights, Mrs.
Mondello-King always knew she wanted to
be a hair stylist.

“When [ was 9, I had a little doll, and when
you pressed a button, her hair grew. I thought
it was the coolest thing. That was my favorite
doll and by seventh grade, I knew this is what
I wanted to do, no questions asked,” Mrs.
Mondello-King said.

Unfortunately, her attorney father was set
on Mrs. Mondello-King following in his foot-
steps and convinced her to go to college at
Kent State University.

“I joke to this day that I went to college and
I majored in racquetball. I was only there a
semester and my mom and dad came to visit.
I said that I’'m having a really good time, but
I’'m going to go for four years, get out and go
to beauty school, so we’re wasting time and
money,” Mrs. Mondello-King said.

Her parents relented and at age 18, Mrs.
Mondello-King enrolled in beauty school.

“It was the coolest thing I could ever imagine.
Tloved every part of it, and once I got to the floor,
I loved every part of beauty school,” she said.

After she graduated, putting in an extra 500
hours to get her management license, Mrs. Mon-
dello-King started working at a salon in Euclid
Square, though she was only there a short time.

Continued on page 22
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Continued from page 21

“A gentleman came in for a perm. It was
the 1980s, don’t laugh,” she said. “One week
later, he came back. And when you’re a new
hairdresser and you see someone coming back
a week later, your heart sinks because you feel
like you did something wrong.”

Mrs. Mondello-King was with another cli-
ent, and the man asked if he could talk to her
when she was done. Her heart pounding, Mrs.
Mondello-King finished the cut, and went to
talk to the man.

“He said that was the best perm he’s ever
had. He said he was thinking about opening a
hair salon and if I would be interested. I didn’t
believe him,” she recalled.

Luckily, her father knew the gentleman
from playing racquetball, and Mrs. Mondello-
King agreed to run his two-chair salon inside
of'a gym at age 18.

She stayed there for about six years, but her
life changed once she got married and her first
son, Keith, came along.

“I wanted to be at home with my baby, so
I closed the shop and started working at Hair-
lines in Lyndhurst. It really worked with my
home schedule,” Mrs. Mondello-King said.

After six years, another baby and a divorce,
Mrs. Mondello-King needed more hours and
hoped to be close to her children’s school,
Maple Elementary School in Chardon.

One day in 1996, Mrs. Mondello-King and
her father were driving around the square
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when they noticed a for-rent sign in a second
story window, and she was intrigued.

“When | moved there,
there was just something
about the square that |
loved,” Mrs. Mondello-King
said. “My friends were
visiting once and her little
girl said, ‘I didn’t know
Ms. Marci lived in Sesame
Street!”

Step to future

Mrs. Mondello-King called the number on
the sign and went to see the space.

She remembers the 29 dusty, pink steps that
led to the vacant space, the floors with holes in
them, the old brick walls, the high ceilings and
the three huge windows.

“The potential was there,” Mrs. Mondello-
King said.

Mrs. Mondello-King purchased 30-year-
old furniture from a salon in Collinwood, and
luckily everything was red and black, Char-
don’s colors.

“I was by myself. I made fliers and walked
to every development. I would go back to the
salon, run up those 29 steps and sit at my 1950s
reception desk and wait for the phone to ring.

1 just waited, but eventually it rang,” she said.

After five years of building connections
with her clients and hiring more stylists, Mrs.
Mondello-King started to outgrow the space.
Around that time, the building was sold, and
Mrs. Mondello-King knew she would need to
start finding a new location.

“My dad’s friend had a place in Chardon and
said I could get a great rent price, but my heart
was in the square. I’ve always loved the square.
had the greatest view and [ knew the square was
the place to be, so [ wanted to stay,” she said.

After Chapman’s Shoes closed, Mrs. Mon-
dello-King’s father purchased the building,
and she moved downstairs, where she’s been
for the past 17 years.

Mrs. Mondello-King styles hair for judges,
county commissioners, pastors, stay at home
moms and teenagers, and fits them all in be-
tween 8 am. and 10 p.m., taking no lunch
breaks.

She, however, gets the most satisfaction out
of cutting hair for community members who
need it most. She cuts hair for people in jail
who are awaiting trial, at the Geauga County
Job and Family Service’s program Help Me
Grow, at Morning Star church’s Hearts 2
Hands program for families in financial need,
and for women in need through WomenSafe.

“This community has put me where I am
today,” Mrs. Mondello-King said. “It’s helped
me have my own business, and I believe so
strongly it’s our responsibility to give back to
this community.” m
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That family feeling

Couple turn historic
Chardon Motel into
state-of-art senior living

By VALERI FURST

or decades, the Chardon Motel on

Water Street has been seen as an eye-

sore. Originally built in the 1940s,

the site had fallen into disrepair and
was in serious need of some TLC.

Enter Phil and Annette Smith, who had a vi-
sion that would give the building a new lease
on life and do some good for the community.
This spring will be the official opening of
Thistle House, an independent senior living
facility. The Smiths see it as a way of giving
back to the city of Chardon.

“Community spirit is important to both of
us and so is family,” Mr. Smith explained.
“We know there are a lot of people in our area
who can’t continue to live in their house for
whatever reason but they don’t want to move
far away or live in a big facility. Right now
there aren’t a lot of options, and this will give
people the opportunity to stay independent, in
a close knit community, close to home.”

The Smiths, who have been married 25
years, own and operate FirstLight Home Care
which provides non-medical assistance to
people in their homes. Mr. Smith, a former
engineer, and Mrs. Smith, who worked in cus-
tomer service and sales, wanted to do some-
thing together that would allow them to work
for themselves. A business that focused on
taking care of people seemed the ideal choice.

“The idea of making people’s lives more
comfortable was appealing to us, and we both
had experience dealing with home health care
for our families. Our grandparents and Phil’s
brother who had bone cancer all needed as-
sistance, and while the care they received was
fine, we knew we could do it better,” Mrs.
Smith said.

In business since 2011, their company has
grown to more than 90 employees who work
in Lake, Geauga and parts of Cuyahoga coun-
ties. Mrs. Smith said when they hire people,
they look for folks who aren’t in it just for the
money but want to be part of a family. That
sentiment is what led them to the next chapter
in their lives, the opening of Thistle House.

“The motel came on the market in 2017 and
we saw it as an opportunity to do good in our
community while taking the next step in our
business. We do home care but what about the
people who can’t stay in their homes? Where
do they go other than assisted living or nurs-
ing homes? Emotionally, that can be difficult
and devastating,” Mr. Smith said.

Thistle House, so named because Chardon

is the French word for thistle, a plant that used
to be natural to the area, will have 16 apart-
ments complete with full bath and kitchenette.
There will be 24-hour staffing, and additional
amenities include three meals a day, laundry
service, and several common areas including a
two-story dining room, gathering space and a
full commercial kitchen with an eat-in feature.
The cost per month will be in the low $3,000’s.

Photograph by Peggy Turbett
Phil and Annette Smith, owners of FirstLight Home Care, are transforming the
former Chardon Motel into Thistle House, a boutique senior living home with
assisted and independent living options in 16 units.

The Smiths say people have already expressed
interest in living there, and they expect it to fill
up quickly. Then, if all goes according to plan,
the hope is to open a second facility.

“We are providing a boutique, smaller com-
munity option, but quality of care is most im-
portant,” Mr. Smith said. “If we can do that in
addition to providing quality of life at a rea-
sonable cost, we will be successful.” m
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Denise Hagan, owner of D is for
Delicious cookie bakery offers custom
cookies and cookie-decorating classes.

Edible art

from

heart

Chardon baker, entrepreneur creates
cookies for stars and the rest of us

By LAURI GROSS

The first time Denise Hagan saw people
chewing her cookies, it was a big deal. “I had
never watched them before,” said the owner
of the D is for Delicious cookie bakery in
Chardon.

“Normally, people pick up the cookies and
leave. (Watching them) was so cool,” she
marveled. The baker had this delightful expe-
rience when she was attending the Big Shots
and Little Stars event at Quicken Loans Arena
in Cleveland last fall, a fundraiser for pediatric
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chardoncp.com

phone: 440-285-2161 fax: 440-286-8422

24 | Chardon Magazine 2018-19

cancer survivors. About 1,200 of Ms. Hagan’s
cookies were among the offerings.

“They had the cookies displayed beauti-
fully,” Ms. Hagan recalled. “My husband
and I would smile big as people went up to
grab more (cookies) to put in their purse to
take home. People were so sweet. They said,
‘These are amazing. Where is your shop?’ I
said, In my house.””

Then Ms. Hagan reflected on the spectacle
and asked herself, “I make cookies!? How did
this happen? I didn’t seek it out. God led me
here. I don’t know how else to explain it. [ had

Custom
- Polymers



a God-given talent in me that I never knew
and it was discovered.”

And thank goodness for that.

A graduate of Chardon High School and
Ohio University, Ms. Hagan was a fourth-
grade teacher for nine years when her first
daughter was born, with special needs. “I
felt inadequate at everything I was doing,”
she sighed. When her second daughter was
born, Ms. Hagan resigned from teaching and
“stumbled into baking,” she said. “The cre-
ative aspect drew me. I started doing it for my
kids’ birthdays. It gave me an outlet. It was
rewarding and gave me a way to connect with
other moms.”

Then she started making them for other
people.

This summer she is planning to open the D
is for Delicious cookie shop and party area in
Chardon, at 602 South St., in the Woodiebrook
Gables shopping center (visit D4DCookies.
com). Ms. Hagan was anticipating a late June
or early July grand opening community event.
Her family now includes three daughters, ages
5,10 and 13, and husband Paul, also a teacher.

For all her cookies, Ms. Hagan uses a single
recipe that she got from her friend Jen. “This
is not a sugar cookie that is like concrete.
They are really moist and flavorful.” She is
happy to share her cookies but not her recipe.

Despite all being made from the same
recipe, each of Ms. Hagan’s cookies is a cus-
tom work of art. From a collection of a few
hundred cookie cutters (and growing), Ms.
Hagan crafts cookies for literally any occa-
sion. The calendar provides plenty of inspira-
tion, as many of her cookies celebrate seasons
and holidays. She makes cookies to mark lo-
cal sporting events, plus of course birthdays,
baby showers, anniversaries, get-well and re-
ally anything else. She even creates company
logos in icing on her colorful cookies.

The cookie crafter also offers cookie-dec-
orating classes. Like the cookies themselves,
the classes began in her home. Later, she of-
fered classes at a Chardon restaurant and then
at the Heritage House on Chardon Square.
Ms. Hagan prepares the cookies and icing

Advertise

Call 440-632-0130

ahead of time and lets the attendees do all the
decorating.

Initially, Ms. Hagan’s cookie-decorating
classes were holiday themed but she has since
added classes with emoji and other popular
themed cookies. “These classes have been re-
ally fun for families to spend time together.
Dads come, too. I call it community through
cookies,” she said. Ms. Hagan also offers “La-
dies Night Out” classes. With so much of her
energy now focused on getting the shop open,
Ms. Hagan currently is only offering classes
at private events.

Still, she is bursting with ideas for the fu-

ture, including cookie baskets, advanced dec-
orating classes, and new cookie flavors. Oh,
and maybe a cookie delivery service. Deliv-
ered with a song. Sung by husband Paul. “He
is very musical,” she said.

The D is for Delicious shop will include
display cases of ready-made cookies as well
as some that can be personalized on the spot.
The party area will be situated in the front of
the store in full view of passers-by. The whole
thing will be very colorful. Stating the obvi-
ous, Ms. Hagan said, “It will be a very happy
place.” m

Every life is worth celebrating.
How do you want your life celebrated?

FUNERAL HOMES
& CREMATORY

DEJOHN-FLYNN-MYLOTT
ZEVNIK-COSIC - MULLALLY

formally Ritondaro

DeJohnCares.com/Chardon
Chardon (440) 285-9651
Chesterland ¢ Willoughby Hills ¢ South Euclid

DeJohn Pet Services (216) 658-9010

Smith Brothers Fine Furniture

Sofas, Recliners, Accent Chairs,
Sectionals And More...

8666 MENTOR AVE., MENTOR
PHONE 255-9787
www.pummels.com
65 years of service to
Lake & Geauga Counties

HOME FURNISHINGS

OPEN TUES.
& THUR. 10-8
WED. & FRI.10-6
SAT. 10-5
CLOSED
SUN. & MON.
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Sharon Krysiak, manager, left, and Billie Erickson, right, president and co-owner of Fowler’'s Milling Company, sell the
mill’s flours and baking blends, along with maple syrup, jams and other Geauga County food products, in the retail shop
on of the mill on Fowlers Mill Road in Chardon. The mill grinds locally grown corn and wheat for wholesale, retail and
farmers markets across the United States.

By PARIS WOLFE

In the mid-1980s Billie and Rick Erickson
were entrenched in successful professional
careers in Columbus, Ohio. Billie was direc-
tor of visual merchandising for a department
store and Rick was a research engineer at Bat-
telle.

Among other things, they shared a passion
for baking. Rick, with his engineering back-
ground, was fascinated by the differences in
flours — hard, soft, winter, summer, whole
grain — and the milling that created them. In
fact when the couple traveled, they would
visit vintage milling operations to learn about
history, architecture and mechanics.

By chance they learned that Fowler’s Mill
in Munson Township — Billie grew up nearby
in Chardon — was for sale. They made the leap
and purchased the 1834 mill. They envisioned
converting the historic wood building into a
bakery, but installing a proper septic system
was too costly.

Instead they decided to go with the flow and
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Historic mill
products find
synergy with
farm markets

restart the mill. It had been closed 30 years.
Certainly they would sell flour and corn meal.
But their bread-and-butter would be mixes.
With the maple capital next door — Chardon —
the first mix was for pancakes.

“Our motivation was to restore and keep
this architectural jewel in the county,” said

unt
CWC

Billie, admitting the business plan wasn’t
completely developed at the beginning. “We
didn’t really understand who we were going to
sell these mixes to. We didn’t look at it from a
business perspective. We knew we wanted to
build a life and livelihood around this mill.”
Fortuitously, a national farm market trade



Fowler’s Milling Company’s retail
shop on Fowlers Mill Road in
Chardon offers baking blends that
give consumers a short cut to tra-
ditional comfort foods.

show was in Cleveland the year they began.
Farm markets, not to be confused with farm-
ers markets, are retail operations at working
farms. These are businesses like Patterson
Fruit Farm in Chester or Sage’s Apples Farm
Market in Chardon.

At the conference, the Ericksons found syn-
ergy with farm markets. Billie developed ap-
ple mixes — crisp, cobbler — to be sold during
apple season. Shoppers could buy a whole-
some product to use apples and were, in fact,
likely to buy more apples to use it.

“Because we discovered this niche, we
were able to launch our business,” she said.
Over time, the Ericksons created new mixes
to follow the seasons. Available all year, they
focus on strawberry in the spring, continue
through blueberries, blackberries and peach-
es, and end the year with apples, pumpkin and
the holidays.

Using the mixes, consumers save time on
their way to traditional, comfort food. “Our
apple cake is a traditional apple cake that farm
wives made for centuries,” Billie said. “We
just blend all the ingredients so the consumer
can short cut the process. They just add the
liquids and the fruit.”

The best selling mix is an apple crisp, pat-
terned after Billie’s mom’s recipe.

The business is in a good place, Billie said.
“I think we are in another farm market renais-
sance. Our farm market operators are enjoy-
ing more traffic, people want to come to the
farm to pick their own. And, of course, the
farm-to-table movement has been beneficial.”

Consumers currently find mixes in the red
mill building in Munson Township as well as
farm markets throughout the eastern United
States. Mixes are often private labeled with
the farm’s name. In January, Billie was off
to another trade show in California to expand
sales even more.

The Ericksons see a bright future for the
mixes and the mill. “I like keeping the heri-
tage of this building functioning in the way it
was supposed to be,” Billie said. m

Green Keeper Lawn Care Service
Keeping Your Part Of America Green

440-488-8746
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%‘%ﬂﬁn Providing a safe, eco friendly approach to lawn care.

= Organic based fertilizers

® z - Weed control
X & = Cora Aeration
N o « Grub

control
« Qrganic Tree N Shrub feeding
www.greenkeeperlawncare.com
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MAPLEWOOD

at chardon
A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

@674/4/ again.

Maplewood at Chardon caters to our residents’ unique
lifestyles. With assisted living and memory care options,
the community offers a full calendar of social, cultural
and educational activities, 24/7 on-site licensed nursing,
fresh, farm-to-table dining and an emotion-based
philosophy of care. Learn more about why
Maplewood is the choice for area seniors.

12350 Bass Lake Road, Chardon, Ohio
440-285-3300 | MaplewoodAtChardon.com
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o
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Photographs courtesy of Pioneer Waterland

One of the most popular places in Geauga County during a hot summer day is Pioneer Waterland & Dry Fun Park. The

park has been part of the summer scene for more than 30 years and maintains its nostalgic vibe.

oward
CULELD |

Chardon Agents
Earn The NAR |4
Designation
in Seniors
Real Estate

Sandra O'Conner, Sally Robertson, Wayne Gould, Beverly Johnson, and
Dave Fabig all with Howard Hanna Real Estate Services have earned the
nationally recognized Seniors Real Estate Specialist® designation from the
Seniors Real Estate Specialist Council of the National Association of Realtors®.

They join more than 15,000 real estate professionals in North America who have

earned the SRES®designation. All were required to successfully, complete a
comprehensive course in understanding the needs, considerations, and goals of
real estate buyers and sellers aged 50 and older.

"Working with seniors to meet their housing needs requires an expert

understanding of their lifestyle and financial needs and the SRES®
designation means that a Realtor® has that understanding," said Wayne Gould,
Managing Broker, Chardon Office. " Whether they are buying, selling,
relocating or refinancing, seniors can be confident that a Realtor® designated
SRES® will be able to help them every step of the way."

——

N

Welding, Tuc.

344 Center St., Chardon, OH 44024
Phone: 440-285-7569 « Fax: 440-286-9067

Email: chardonwelding@gmail.com
Mon. to Fri.8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Sat. to Sun.Closed
Since before 1938, Chardon Welding has been
providing metal working services to customers across

the country. Our services range from weldmgland
fabrication, to bending of pipe & tube and coils for

heat exchange applications, as well as sales and
service of snow and ice control equipment. Over the
past 20 years we have become a leader in sales and
service of snow and ice equipment; namely Western
Products and Snow—Ex.Llciuld Solutions of which

. we are direct dealers. .
We service most major brands and fabricate specialty

They can be reached at 440-286-4111.

items for this industry.

30 | Chardon Magazine 2018-19



Wet and dry fun

From Speed slides to X \“ . Attractions at the 75-acre
. [ Pioneer Waterland & Dry Fun
go-karts, Waterland is —S X # == park in Geauga County include

. g T T three curly water slides. Last
cool famlly €SCapce on ; - year, park owners added

hot summer days - — floating platforms to the pool.

By MARIE ELIUM

Perhaps no place in Geauga County holds
more summertime memories than Pioneer
Waterland & Dry Fun Park

For more than 30 years, the Chardon land-
mark has been a warm-weather mainstay,
drawing thousands of families, friends and
kids — lots of kids — squeezing every bit of the
summer out of each long, hot day. A mosaic of
wet towels, bottles of sunscreen, cool drinks
and a cacophony of excited squeals are the
backdrop of a nostalgia-steeped Pioneer out-
ing that always passes too quickly.

By most standards, Pioneer Waterland pays
homage to a simpler time. It doesn’t try to

Continued on page 32

CONSUMER i g s
J/RE PROS  (NFAITIRE PURCHASES!
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0il Service

Must present coupon to get offer. Cannot be comhined with
any other offers. Expires 12/31/18.

Brake Service

Must present coupon to get offer. Cannat be combined with
any other offers. Expires 12/31/18

Wheel Alignment

Must present coupon to get offer. Cannot be comhined with
any other offers. Expires 12/31/18.
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Continued from page 31

compete with huge indoor centers like Kala-
hari near Sandusky. Its closest rival — if you
can have rivals in the summer fun arena — is
in nearby Geneva-On-The-Lake, with its own
nostalgic vibe.

The Kile Road park is holding its own in
a world of video games, travel ball leagues,
summer classes and other activities that pull
families and children away from laid-back
pursuits like a languid afternoon spent pool-
side.

The park got a much-needed boost when
seven local businessmen bought it at auction

Ctop In and Check Out

the NEW MENU
with more food optione!

We have CALL AHEAD,
and Online Ordering at
www juicedemoothie.com

LAWN

four years ago after the owner died. Dan Sam-
mon, Mark Suveges, Don Michalek, David
Browne, Dan Emerson, Jim Brown and Frank
Dyrcz remembered the park from its prime
when it drew visitors from throughout North-
east Ohio. They thought it would be a good
investment for themselves as well as for the
community.

The list of projects at the 75-acre park was
more extensive than many of them expected.
The 13 picnic pavilions that can hold up to
2,500 visitors had fallen into disrepair. Com-
pany picnic bookings and other large events
were down. The 14-acre parking lot needed to
be graded. Roofs had leaks. The park’s center-

e T

CARE

LANDSCAPE CARE

DESIGN & INSTALL

Competitive Pricing » Free Estimates
www.ultrascapedesign.com

440.313.8259

32 | Chardon Magazine 2018-19

piece, a 2-acre, 2-million gallon pool, patched
over the years needed to be emptied so the
concrete could be reground and smoothed.
They got to work, pouring tens of thousands
of dollars into the park.

The owners of the spiffed-up, expanded
Pioneer Waterland are keeping up with the
times with batting cages, go-karts, miniature
golf and as many latest-greatest water fea-
tures they can introduce as time and finances
permit, explained Mr. Sammon. A Fun Zone
game arcade, S.A.F.E. Archery, professional
batting cages and a Grand Prix Go-Kart Super
Track are available to guests for an additional
fee.

Not only have the owners reintroduced
plenty of non-water activities (that’s where
the dry fun park comes in), but they also have
been upgrading and expanding the water at-
tractions and have repainted the two tall speed
slides, which along with three curly slides, are
among Pioneer’s most popular attractions.

Mr. Sammon and Mr. Suveges said that last
year the owners added floating platforms to
the pool — an addition that was wildly popu-
lar with visitors. On their wish list is a giant,
floating pyramid with a slide.

To keep up with the newest water park of-
ferings, some of the business partners visit
trade shows and check out magazines geared
to amusement park owners. There’s always
something new to consider for upcoming sea-
sons in an effort to attract new guests while
keeping long-time visitors entertained, Mr.
Suveges said.

Pioneer counts on getting between 70 and
80 good water park days; 110 days is what
they need to make a profit, he said. Last year,
the owners agreed to squeeze a few more days
out of the season by offering a Halloween Fall
Fear Fest that stretches over six weekends af-
ter the park closes at the end of August, Mr.
Sammon said.

The event has exceeded their initial expec-
tations, with crowds of people showing up
each weekend for a half-mile Haunted Forest
Walk, a corn maze and a Zombie Laser Shoot.
Fear Fest will be back later this year with
more events guaranteed to scare.

Pioneer Waterland is one of the area’s big-
gest employers of teens and college students.
The calls start coming in from applicants
around Christmas, and interviews take place
throughout April and May. By the time the
park opens on June 1 the park will have 200
seasonal employees on the payroll. From the
snack bar to the gift shop, the lifeguard stands
and the front gate, Pioneer Waterland is a de-
pendable summer job for many of the region’s
students.

As with any company in the entertainment
business, the partners take their jobs seriously
and are on the lookout for ways to bring more
guests through the gates. The large property
has more than 100 camping sites that haven’t
been used in years. They’re reintroducing
camping this season and are taking reserva-
tions now for primitive and full hook-up water
and electric sites, Mr. Sammon said.



The park owners occasionally take time to
enjoy their investment. Mr. Sammon’s favor-
ite is hanging out on the lazy river in an inner
tube. Mr. Suveges’ is the speed slides. “I could
do that all day long,” he said.

So why do families keep coming to Pioneer
Waterland after all of these years? No doubt
the upgrades and new features and special
events are draws. Another is its affordability,
Mr. Suveges said. Guests can bring their own
food and picnic at the park, or buy treats from
the moderately priced snack bar. There’s al-
ways a game or two at the basketball courts,
all of the water features and the pool are close-
ly supervised by trained lifeguards and staff.
On cloudy, cool days, the go-karts, batting
cages and miniature golf draw visitors.

“There are so many things
for people to do,” Mr. Su-
veges said. “It’s stress-
free for families. I love just
sitting in a cabana and
watching kids have fun.”

Pioneer Waterland and Dry Fun Park opens
May 26 this year, weather permitting. For
more information about ticket prices, special
events and camping reservations visit pioneer
waterland.com. The park is located at 10661
Kile Road near Chardon. Call 440-285-0910
for more information. m

LAWYERS TITLE

AGENCY OF
CHARDON

in your neighborhood

TeN IO 440.286.4367

DESI ten10design.com
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YOUR BUSINESS.
OUR CREATIVE SOLUTIONS.

Contact us today to start the conversation,
call 440.286.4367 or visit ten10design.com.

We play an integral role in your dream of home
ownership: We research and examine the history of the
title to the property you purchase, ensuring that you are

acquiring a clear title when the home is put in your
name. This is one of the most exciting moments in life
and we are here to help make it a smooth transition for
both seller and buyers! We proudly serve Geauga, Lake,

We are proud to have deep roots in Chardon and Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Portage and all of the surrounding
Geauga County for over 85 years. Conveniently counties.

located on the Chardon Square, we specialize in

title and escrow services for residential, L’T

commercial, vacant land transfers, and

refinances, as well as landowner mineral
research.

147 Main Street, Chardon, OH 44024
Phone: (440) 285-2129
Fax: (440) 285-1853
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Protecting your most important asset...
Your Home

Buying, Selling, or Refinancing?
Call the professionals at Revere Title.

Providing Title Insurance and Settlement services
on real estate transactions throughout Ohio.

214 East Park Street
Chardon, Ohio 44024

REVERE 440.226.3535
TITLE Toll Free: 866.381.2566
- www.reveretitle.com
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Pat Preston, owner of Preston
Superstore and supporter of sev-
eral nonprofits and causes in the
greater Chardon area, stands in
the Chevrolet showroom of his
multi-brand vehicle dealerships
that cover 10 acres in Burton.
Mr. Preston employs 150 peo-
ple, about a third of whom have
been with the company for two
decades or more.

[ Serving Geauga Gounty for over 40 years |

Got a Problem big or small...
STANKUS is the one to call!l!

440-543-5000

Fervicing modt makes madeli

$25 off any Service
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Pat and Diane Preston
give from the heart to
a grateful community

By LAURI GROSS

he nicest people serving the nic-

est guests. You might expect to

see a sign like this in front of

a quaint bed and breakfast, or

maybe a homey restaurant. But a
car dealership? The team at the Preston Super-
store in Burton — featuring Kia, Ford, Chevy
and Cadillac dealerships — embrace and em-
body this company motto, even if it is an un-
usual one for a car company.

Owner Pat Preston and Diane, his business
partner and wife, seem to be philanthropists
first and business people second. Either way
you look at it, their success at both endeavors
is undeniable. Originally from Pennsylvania,
Mr. Preston began his career in hotel man-
agement but in 1993, he switched gears and
purchased a Cadillac/Chevy dealership with
his brother. The Prestons arrived in Geauga
County that year, with their kids aged 2, 4 and
7. In 1995, the couple bought out Mr. Pres-
ton’s brother and added Ford (in 2000) and
Kia (in 2001) to the dealership mix.

The always-growing Preston Superstore
now employees 150 people on a 10-acre cam-
pus on both sides of Kinsman Road. “Every

expansion we’ve done, before we finished it,
we’ve outgrown that space so it’s been one
expansion after another,” said Mr. Preston,
appreciative of having such a good problem.
Their daughter Jackie Franck and son Bill
Preston also help run the company.

Mr. Preston said about 75
percent of his business is
from repeat customers.
“The reason they are loy-
al,” he explained, “is my
employees are outstand-
ing people and they do a
great job.” Nearly a third
of the employees have
been with the company for
two decades or more.

When it comes to philanthropy, Mr. Preston
said simply, “When we get asked to help, we
try to do the best we can.” Together, the Pre-
stons decide where their donations can do the
most good.

“We just look for where the money is going
to end up and whether it is a good cause and
serves a good community purpose,” Mr. Pres-
ton said, and added, “I am looking for some-
thing that brings families together.”

Mr. Preston has donated cars to be raffled
off by charitable groups including the New-
bury Veterans Memorial, the Chardon Living

Memorial Park, the Cardinal Local School
District and the Chagrin Falls Eagles (raising
money for juvenile diabetes).

“If I am giving away a car, | like to raise
more money than the car cost me,” Mr. Preston
explained. “We did that with Cardinal schools.
They raised more than $50,000 for that car, so
they were able to substantially underwrite their
kids’ school activities fee for fall and winter.”

Mr. Preston also is a regular supporter of lo-
cal 4-H groups. “I like 4-H. I’ve heard incred-
ible stories from talking to families for over
25 years,” he said, referring to 4-H kids who
were able to pay for college by saving money
raised by 4-H activities such as auctioning off
the livestock they raised.

He also supports the Paralyzed Veterans of
America, the Great Geauga County Fair, local
chambers of commerce, the Geauga County
Veterans Memorial, area schools, Geauga Habi-
tat for Humanity, St. Helen’s Church, DDC
Clinic for Special Needs Children in Middle-
field, youth sports programs, University Hospi-
tals Geauga Medical Center, the Wounded War-
rior Project, police officers and more.

“There are people who might buy from me
because I donate to a cause that is important to
them, but if you don’t have quality service and
sales people, they won’t stay with you very
long,” he said. To other would-be philanthro-
pists, Mr. Preston offered, “You can’t look at
it as though there is a payback. Just donate to
things you care about. Just do what you think
is right.” m
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Our Family Caring

For more information or a tour, call 440-286-8176

Mapleview Country Villa

is proud to offer

= 100 private suites with private bathrooms
and walk-in showers

- Expansive therapy center featuring a full

” simulation kitchen, laundry room, bedroom

i and bathroom

* Therapy up to 7 days a week

= Smart TVs with individual streaming internet
video capability with indoor and outdoor Wi-Fi

= Skilled nursing and long term care

» Medicare, Medicaid and most major
insurances accepted — call for a complete list
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@ Mapleview Country Villa
Part of the Legacy Health Services Farmily
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NEWLY RENOVATED OFFICE WITH NEW MODERN EQUIPMENT!

ALL COSMETIC, PEDIATRIC & FAMILY DENTAL
PROCEDURES PERFORMED - INCLUDING IMPLANT DENTISTRY
We offer same day porcelain crowns, veneers and bridges.

Dr. Jeffrey Salerno and his team of experienced dental
professionals invite you to see why so many families in your
neighborhood trust our office to serve their dental needs. Our
services range from routine examinations & cleanings as well
as full restorative treatment, including metal free fillings,
dentures, dental implants & cosmetic procedures. We
understand the uniqueness of each individual and strive to
provide a model of care that is personalized to meet your needs.

v A

Voted Top Dentist in
Geauga County 2 Years

,7
(J\EFFREY M. SALERNO, DDS inapow (2015 2016)
401 South Street SRS

Building 4A $ 85 00

Chardon, Ohio 44024

Call us at

440-286-9011

Exam, X-Rays, & Routine Cleaning

New patients only. Insurance excluded.
Cannot be used with any other offer. Must
present coupon. Expires 5/1/18.

Discounts are available for same day payment of services. Care Credit is also available for those
wishing to finance dental treatment. We submit to all major dental insurance plans. Please visit
our website for information and new patient forms. Thank you for considering us to serve your
dental needs.
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A single-client chemotherapy
infusion room at the Seidman
Cancer Center at University
Hospitals Geauga Medical Center
offers privacy and natural light
for the duration of treatment. The
center underwent a $5.6 million
upgrade in July 2017 and now
offers patients comfortable rooms
with picturesque views.

CHAG
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PAVING

440-543-2253

www.chagrinvalleypaving.com
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Care close to home

UH Geauga Medical
Center expands cancer
treatment to residents

By PARIS WOLFE

hen Kathryn Gustola sits still

for three hours of chemo-

therapy infusions every other

Wednesday, she’s in a semi-
private room with large windows overlook-
ing purple coneflowers, yellow daylillies and
flowering shrubs in the healing garden at Uni-
versity Hospitals Seidman Cancer Center at
UH Geauga Medical Center.

“It’s like you’re inside getting treatment,
but you’re outside with nature at the same
time,” the 73-year-old Chardon resident
mused. “Sometimes I can see the sunrise
coming up over the valley in the east near
Burton and Middlefield.”

The environment wasn’t always that way.
When Mrs. Gustola was diagnosed with stom-
ach cavity cancer in 1994, she recalled visiting
her doctor in a trailer on the rural Geauga Hos-
pital property just outside Chardon in Claridon
Township. As the hospital grew and changed
over the years the cancer practice moved from
the trailer into the main building. Two infusion
chairs were added in the early 2000s. Eventu-
ally, patients received their chemotherapy in
a large, windowless room in the center of the
building with about a dozen chairs.

“1 didn’t care for that at
all,” Mrs. Gustola said. “I
prefer to be by myself. It’s
nice to have just one or
two chairs in a room now
instead of 12 to 15 people
at the same time.”

While treatment is never easy, aesthetic im-
provements like private space and windows
became a reality in July 2017 when the UH
Seidman Cancer Center at the Geauga hospital
underwent a $5.6 million upgrade. The result
was an 11,500-square-foot addition to the hos-
pital building with 10 exam rooms for medical
oncology care. Patients now receive treatment
in 18 private and semi-private infusion bays
with large windows overlooking the woods
that replace the former shared infusion space.

In the past, patients had to traipse through
the hospital to the radiation oncology depart-
ment. Now it is directly adjacent to the cancer
treatment facility, further enhancing the space
as a one-stop center. An appointment desk
helps schedule visits so patients can see their

doctors all on the same day.

With more service capability, the hospital
has grown from one to three full-time oncolo-
gists, and more specialists work at the grow-
ing medical center. That reduces patient travel
to other facilities for advanced care.

“Our goal is to provide the excellent cancer
care that you would get at any major center,”

said Medical Director Dr. Judah Friedman.
“There are situations where you have to go to
UH’s main campus for complex surgeries, but
it helps to have treatment closer to home.”
Providing comprehensive care and more of
it closer to home is becoming more significant

Continued on page 39
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as the county’s demographics shift, said Patti
Ljubi, director of clinical services. “Growth
of the oncology business comes with an ag-
ing population,” she said. “Part of our analysis
was what kind of cancer patients are getting in
Geauga County, mostly lung, breast, prostate.”

Some patients require treatment every day
and want that as close to home as possible.
“We want to be convenient to help patients
and their caregivers maintain their lifestyle
and jobs,” Ms. Ljubi said.

That’s especially significant for the 20 per-
cent of patients coming from the Amish com-

munity. Traveling to Cleveland for cancer
treatment — which some require daily for six
weeks — can cost up to $200 per day/per per-
son just to hire a driver.

Geauga County residents showed their de-
sire for the facility with more than $2.8 mil-
lion contributed to the project.

As Emilie Gottsegen, senior development
officer, puts it, “UH Geauga has become a
destination hospital, not just a stop on the way
to downtown.”

Ms. Gustola certainly appreciates her short
drive and quality of care. “I know several peo-
ple who go there. We all love the new treat-
ment center.” m
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Chardon City Councilwoman and
Geauga County Republican Party
Chairwoman Nancy McArthur
stands near the mural in the
Chardon Municipal Center before
a council meeting. After moving
to Chardon in the 1990s, Mrs.
McArthur decided to get involved
in the community by serving on
the Planning Commission and
then ran a successful campaign
for council in 2009.
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McArthur’s ‘yes I can’
philosophy puts her
on path to leadership

By KRISTA S. KANO

Chardon Councilwoman and Geauga
County Republican Chairwoman Nancy
McArthur believes in a limited government.
She believes in herself, and she believes in
getting things done.

Mrs. McArthur grew up in Houston, Texas
where family and church were the center of
her life. Though her parents weren’t political,
she remembered conversations about Barry
Goldwater from Arizona around the dinner ta-
ble, and their social lives revolved around the
church. Her parents instilled in her the impor-
tance of a limited government that interfered
as little as possible, but Mrs. McArthur never
thought of herself as a Republican.

“I was infused with an idea that we should
do things on our own, that the government is
there, but that we control our own destiny,”
Mrs. McArthur said. “I was the only girl and
had three brothers, but I didn’t see myself as
not being able to do what my brothers did. Of
course I could, and no one told me I couldn’t.

“Of course, I was treated a little different
by my father, but I was very headstrong, and I
would always say ‘Yes I can, Dad.””

Her father, an electrical engineer by trade,
was an elder in the Church of Christ, and when
Mrs. McArthur was 14, he moved the family
to New York City, where he was called to be
a preacher in the church there. Mrs. McArthur
ended up moving back to Texas and studied
music at North Texas State University, now
the University of North Texas. She eventu-
ally returned to New York City, where she met
her husband, Michael, whose family owned a
business in Chardon.

Mrs. McArthur’s community involvement
began when she and her husband returned
to Ohio and purchased a home in Euclid in
a beach club community. Mrs. McArthur be-
came involved in the community’s board and
eventually became its president.

“I was always telling people, I’'m happy to
listen to your complaints, but unless you have
a solution and you want to be part of the so-
lution, I’'m not going to let you come in and
beat these people up,” said Mrs. McArthur, 60.
“Some people said, ‘OK, I'll get involved,” and
other people stopped coming to meetings.”

Continued on page 42
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Around 1995, Mrs. McArthur, her husband
and two children, Kelley and Keenan, moved
to the Woods of Burlington in Chardon.

“l became plugged into
the community, as you
do when you have kids
in school. With my busi-
ness background, | started
questioning what’s going
on in the city. | noticed
that there didn’t seem to
be any cohesion with the
types of businesses and
the architecture,” Mrs.
McArthur said.

Mrs. McArthur and her friends started talk-
ing about getting involved in the city govern-
ment, and Mrs. McArthur applied to become
a member of the Chardon Planning Commis-
sion. In the five years she served on the plan-
ning commission, Mrs. McArthur got to know
local business leaders, city employees and
council members.

“As I became more involved with the peo-
ple in the city, I saw that there was some real

dysfunction on council,” Mrs. McArthur said.
So she decided to run for council, and hoped

RBosewood

DIESEF®

to run as a slate with the then-incumbent
Leslie Bednar, Chardon High School history
teacher and football coach Mitch Hewitt and
John Mallen.

“It was an interesting time on city council
in 2009,” Mrs. Bednar said. “Council had
struggled with several disruptive issues in the
months before the election. I admired her for
wanting to enter that arena. It was very differ-
ent than her public service previously. I had
worked with her on the planning commission
as the council appointee and I admired her te-
nacity and her research. It was courageous for
any non-incumbent to run for City Council at
that time.”

The slate won the election and Mrs. McAr-
thur got to work. In her first term, Mrs. McAr-
thur was chairwoman of the Finance Commit-
tee, served on the Legislative Committee, and
convinced council to do an audit that ended up
identifying $500,000 in savings.

“I think she found her voice,” Mrs. Bed-
nar said of Mrs. McArthur’s first term. “She
learned how to research so that she could de-
termine what she believed was the best solu-
tion for the community. I saw value in what
she brought.”

At that time, Mrs. McArthur also decided
to become involved in the Geauga County
Republican Party, and ran for state senate,
District 32 in 2012 against incumbent Capri
Cafaro of the Youngstown mall magnet fam-

ily.

CHARDON, OH

.
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— —
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“(The party) gave me some support, but [
ran my own campaign. She (Ms. Cafaro) still
won, she won 2-1, but I made her show up
and talk and work for it,” Mrs. McArthur said.
“When you run for office you learn so much.
You can read a book and talk to people, but
unless you’re doing it, it’s not the same.”

The party then recruited Mrs. McArthur to
run against John Patterson for the Ohio House
District 99 seat in 2014, and she lost. That
year, Mrs. McArthur also became the chair-
woman for the Geauga County Republican
Party, succeeding Ed Ryder who decided to
not run for re-election. Early on in her chair-
womanship, Mrs. McArthur worked to create
a platform and revamp the bylaws for the par-
ty and recruit others to run for office, which
she still does.

In all her work, Mrs. McArthur said she
does feel an extra level of pressure as a wom-
an in a field of mostly men.

“Men often don’t limit themselves. They
fake it until they make it and we (women),
don’t always do that. We need to do a better
job of trusting ourselves,” Mrs. McArthur
said.

“I don’t know if we put these limits on our-
selves, or if we allow other people to limit us.
It’s probably a little of both. It’s hard to see
yourself in a role if no one else has ever done
it before. I do hope that I am an encourage-
ment for women to want to step up.” m
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Battling opio1d crisis among
important issues to Sen. Eklund

By RYAN DENTSCHEFF

little over six years ago, a
lawyer who enjoyed simple
things like landscaping and
splitting wood at his Munson
Township home, playing his
trombone and spending time with his fam-
ily, decided to enter the realm of politics.

In 2011, Republican John Eklund — an an-
titrust attorney for Calfee, Halter and Gris-
wold, LLP, where he continues to practice
law today — was selected to fill the state Sen-
ate seat vacated by Timothy Grendell, who
was appointed by the governor to serve as
the Geauga County Juvenile and Probate
Court judge. Mr. Eklund then won the Dis-
trict 18 state seat during the election in 2012
and 2016.

District 18 covers all of Portage County,
the majority of Lake County and parts of
Geauga County.

Sen. Eklund, 62, gained inspiration for
his political aspirations from GOP leaders

“We had all heard about
‘brain drain,’ about young
people leaving Ohio and
the lack of opportunity. And
in my case, it had become
family drain. So |1 thought,
while Gov. Kasich and Sen.
Portman are talking about
reviving Ohio and turning
things around for our state,
here’s an opportunity to
perhaps be a part of that.”

— Ohio Sen. John Eklund

including Gov. John Kasich and U.S. Sen.
Rob Portman. But the struggling job market
was the issue that hit home.

“It was at a time when between 2006 and
2010, my older daughter and her husband
were compelled to leave Ohio, twice, be-

e

cause of a lack of opportunities here,” he
said.

His daughter, Jennifer Cline, sought a
teaching position, but moved to North Caro-
lina due to better opportunities. She moved
back temporarily when her husband, Tim,
enrolled in law school. But after he gradu-
ated in 2010, when legal jobs here were few,
the couple moved out of state again.

“We had all heard about ‘brain drain,’
about young people leaving Ohio and
the lack of opportunity,” he said. “And in
my case, it had become family drain. So I
thought, while Gov. Kasich and Sen. Port-
man are talking about reviving Ohio and
turning things around for our state, here’s
an opportunity to perhaps be a part of that.”

The overall experience since joining the
33-member state senate, he said, has been
uplifting. Working with dedicated lawmak-
ers and helping people remain Sen. Eklund’s
prime motivations.

Continued on page 46
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“It became very clear to me early on that
everything that comes before us down there
(in Columbus), everything that gets worked
on in the legislature, is important to some-
body,” he said.

“When you stop and realize that there are
Ohioans who bring issues that are so im-
portant to them, to us to do something with
them, it’s a very encouraging thing because
it tells me that people in Ohio continue to
have a measure of confidence in our system
of government. They may or may not have
any confidence in Eklund, or Kasich, but

Spring

they have confidence in our system of gov-
ernment enough to entrust their important
things to us,” the state senator said.

He also has enjoyed the opportunity to
meet and work alongside people who dedi-
cate their lives to issues that the majority of
people rarely think about or personally work
to address, such as helping individuals with
developmental disabilities, needs for behav-
ioral health care, criminal justice, the envi-
ronment and the opioid crisis.

“The list goes on and on, and it’s great to
have this opportunity to see people so dedi-
cated to trying in their own way to make
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Ohio and our country a great place.”

He continues to work diligently on find-
ing ways to address the opioid epidemic in
which a record number of Ohioans includ-
ing many in Geauga County have died from
overdoses.

Sen. Eklund said the best
way to combat the opioid
crisis is through educating
youth, not simply about
the dangers of the drugs
but also “providing them
with the tools they need to
become responsible deci-
sion makers” later in life.

State lawmakers are working with physi-
cians, pharmacists, dentists and other medi-
cal professionals to find ways to reduce the
need for prescription pain medication and at
the same time allow patients to get the care
they need.

Sen. Eklund was a sponsor of Senate Bill
319, which passed in the House and Senate
in December of 2016, and added controls to
drug laws.

Gov. Kasich signed it into law in Janu-
ary of 2017. Some key components of the
bill include establishing a more structured
registration and regulation system for opi-
oid distributors, increasing accessibility to
naloxone, an anti-overdosing drug and im-
proving and expanding access to behavioral
health treatment.

These efforts can only go so far, Sen.
Eklund said, focusing on the importance of
talking to children about the issue. Having
the knowledge to make good choices now
and later in life is essential, he said.

“My great concern remains, let’s suppose
we get this opioid stuff under control, what’s
going to be the next thing?”

Sen. Eklund’s term in the senate will end
in 2020 and he cannot run again for the seat
due to term limit laws.

He’s not sure about what challenge he will
embrace next.

“Given the way I came into the Senate,
I’ve since come to regard myself as the pa-
tron saint of ‘you never know.” But what [
do know is that I want to be purposefully
engaged in something important to our com-
munity and to the state of Ohio.”

Sen. Eklund lives in Munson with his
wife Meg. The couple have two daughters,
Mrs. Cline and Amanda Kurzynski, who
lives in Kentucky with her husband, Doug.
The Kurzynskis have four children and the
Clines have three, cach with a set of twins. m



Dining guide

Cleats Club Seat Grille, 602 South St., is best
known for wings that can be coated with five
different rubs or 16 different sauces. Open 11
a.m. to 2 a.m. daily with happy hour 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. daily. Visit cleatswings.com or call
440-285-8222.

Spinner’s Good Time Diner, 602 South St., is
a ‘50s style diner with homemade cuisine, a
jukebox and plenty of nostalgia. Open 7 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 8 a.m. to 2
p-m. on Sundays. Call 440-286-1186.

Maple City Taps and Eatery, 11095 Chardon
Road, has Cleveland-style BBQ with wings,
pizza, shrimp and steak. Open 2 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Mondays through Fridays, 12 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Saturdays and 12-8 p.m. Sundays. Visit maple
citytaps.com or call 440-285-9953.

Bass Lake Taverne, 426 South St., features
casually sophisticated dining with a menu in-
cluding steaks, chops, wild game, seafood and
homemade soups and desserts. Open 11:30
a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays,
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
and 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sundays. Visit
basslaketaverne.com or call 440-285-3100.

Yangtze Chinese Restaurant, 133 Main St.,
has standard Chinese specialties. Open 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. Sundays through Thursdays and
11 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.
Call 440-285-3739.

El Patron, 301 Center St., is an informal can-
tina serving fajitas, enchiladas and specialty
margaritas. Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mon-
days through Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Fridays, 12-11 p.m. Saturdays and 12-8 p.m.
Sundays. Call 440-285-0702.

Chardon Tavern and Grill, 405 Water St., fea-
tures maple wings that are made with Chardon
maple syrup. Open 11-2:30 a.m. Mondays
through Saturdays and 11-12 a.m. Sundays.
Call 440-286-1987.

Cheng’s China House, 425 Water St., offers
classic Chinese fare and pad thai. Open 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays,
11 am. to 10:30 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days and 12-10 p.m. on Sundays. Visit www.
chengschinahouse.com or call 440-285-3814.

Square Bistro, 205 Main St., is a neighbor-
hood bistro featuring fresh, creative and
unique cuisine using locally sourced ingredi-
ents. They offer handcrafted beers, specialty
cocktails and a wide variety of wines. Open
4-9 p.m. Mondays, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesdays
through Thursdays and 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, with bar-only happy
hour 4-6 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays.
Visit www.square-bistro.com or call 440-279-
0101.

Beans Coffee Shop, 121 Main St., is a clas-

sic neighborhood coffee shop offering break-
fast, lunch and special sandwiches and wraps.
Open 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays. Visit
www.beans-coffee.com or call 440-286-
7545.

Cabanas Island Restaurant, 12719 Mayfield

Road, offers American and Island fare that
includes sandwiches, burgers, pizza, steak,
salads and seafood. Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Mondays through Thursdays and 11 a.m. to
11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Visit cabanasis
landrestaurant.com or call 440-286-9966.

Juiced Smoothie Bar, 206 Center St., offers
made-to-order omelets, salads and sand-
wiches in addition to its signature smooth-
ies. Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays. Visit
juicedsmoothie.com or call 440-226-3201.

Continued on page 48
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Noce Gourmet Pizzeria, 125 Main St., has
a from-scratch menu with salads and inven-
tive pizzas like the cheeseless Vegan Nirvana,
Thai Shrimp and Grecian with lamb sausage,
as well as Italian classics. Open 11 a.m. to 9
p.m. Tuesdays through Thursdays, 11 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Fridays and 4-10 p.m. Saturdays.
Visit nocegourmetpizza.com or call 440-279-
0303.

Joey’s Italian Grille, 209 Center St., fea-

tures classic favorites in addition to a gluten
free menu including desserts. Open 4-9 p.m.
Mondays through Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. to
10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 10 a.m. to
9 p.m. Sundays. Visit joeysitaliangrille.com
or call 440-279-0031.

Element 41, 141 Main St., opened in Sep-
tember 2017 and presents executive chef
and owner Paul Mendolera’s locally sourced,
fresh and innovative dishes like grilled veg-
etable ravioli, Asiago crusted chicken and
steaks from Ohio grass-fed beef. Open Tues-
days through Thursdays 11 am. to 9 p.m.,

—

———
e =l

AQUA'DOC

LAKE'E|PONDMANAGEMENT;

W yow have a Lakg gr Pond PROBLEM. .,
fqua Dc has the SOLYTION!

e —

AFTER MANAGEMENT

¢ Garage Clean Outs

¢ Demolition Services

¢ 10-20-30-40 Yard Containers
* Pick-Up Service For Loads

& LIIM's  Not Large Enough To Fill

rucking

Travis Cotterman
Owner

Dumpster (For A Fee)

Office: 440-968-0200
Fax: 440-968-0296
Cell: 440-983-7234

travis.cotterman.sons@gmail.com

ROLL-OFF CONTAINER SERVICE
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Fridays 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. and Sundays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit
element41chardon.com or call 440-214-9011.

Buckeye Chocolates, 510 Water St., is a café
with decadent chocolates, a full espresso bar,
and a full breakfast, lunch and dinner menu
that changes seasonally. Open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Mondays through Thursdays, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Fridays, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturdays and 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Sundays. Visit buckeyechocolate
.com or call 440-286-5282. m
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Chardon residents past and present enjoy the annual Home for the Holidays celebration in early December put on by the
Chardon Square Association. Strolling around the square, families do some Christmas shopping, listen to carolers and
indulge in holiday treats. The Peterson family enjoys a carriage ride drawn by lke, an 11-year-old Percheron, as it passes
the gazebo during one of lke’s many trips around Chardon Square.

Home for Holidays

Photographs by Peggy Turbett

Lily Ann Akos of Chardon savors
her cocoa brimming with chips and
whipped cream from the free hot A sweet fantasy of gingerbread and candy captivated Maddie Radabaugh, 3, left,
chocolate in the Heritage House on and Neveah Elliot, 4, in the Heritage House on Chardon Square during the Home
Chardon Square. for the Holidays in 2017.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Animal Control
Brandon Johnson

Guaranteed Bat
\iﬂ' NUISANCE

ANIMAL
@ ReEmMoVAL

We take care of all your animal problems!

440-342-1168

CCVM17

Asphalt

G.A.R. PAVING
"Pride in Quality"
Residential & Commercial « Asphalt Resurfacing
New Installations « Tear Out Experts
Chip & Seal * Free Estimates
BBB "A+" Ranking Since 1988
www.garpaving.com

440-564-7725

CVM14

Carpentry

¢ Kitchen, Bath &
1 Fireplace Remodel
iy * Custom Cabinetry

LY 440 552.4473

www.eliawoodworking.com

™

CHAR17

Concrete Resurfacing

Hauling

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTER SERVICE
Available for: Manure, Yard Waste,
Construction Debris, Estate Clean-

Outs, Barn & Garage Clean Outs
10, 15, 20 and 30 Yd. Sizes
Reasonable Rates
Call Dan 440-241-4890

CHAR18

Autos Wanted

WANTED

YOUR CAR DEAD or ALIVE
Top Dollar « Fast Pick-Up

One Call — That’s All « Licensed Dealer

It's Spring... Time To Clean Up Your Yard!

440-564-7066

SOLCON13

NEW!
Concrete
Leveling

* Decorative Resinous Flooring
and Concrete Resurfacing
* Metallic Marble ¢ Concrete Wood ¢ Concrete
Staining * Textured Overlays ¢ Concrete Polishing

* Garage, Basement, and Patio
Transformations ¢ Pool Deck Resurfacing

o Driveway Wash and Seal Service

* Professional Full-Service Solution Provider

* Sprayed-in Seamless Pond Liners

o Sprayed-in Truck Bedliners

GEAUGA
COATINGS

440. 221 7286
brian@geaugacoatings.com

CHRM17

Call Diana for information
to advertise here:
440-247-5335

Decks

ACM18

WOODMASTERS

Decks « Gazebos « Porches
Basements « Custom Design
Quality Workmanship
Free Estimates
Call Bruce Howell

440-554-5168

Mulch

GALLAGHER FARMS

Double Ground Mulch
Brown/Black/Red Available

Delivery/ Pick-Up
Dan Gallagher

330-569-8674
9893 SR 44 + Mantua

Be sure
to shop
locally!

Get the news of your
neighborhood ...

Geauga

TIMES COURIER

Call 440-247-5335

) ;;v
od News

Call 440-632-0130
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Com'(?% LMMg i The C@ ol{l Chardon

The amenities, location and value you have been
looking for in a community that feels like home.

\U(’ Y

HUUSE « Walking distance to dining, shopping

Senior Lwing and entertainment
+ Suite designs include ADA bathroom, personal kitchenette and
furniture inspired storage

B@&V% 75 arare g em, n -[h@ « Executive Chef offering Farm to Table menu

+ Housekeeping and Laundry Services available
h@d //’TO‘{J a M 7‘5&1/”/4 . + Options for RN care plan management
+ Planned social, cultural and educational activities
Thistle House Senior Living is an intimate » Holiday celebrations
family oriented community allowing < Indoor walking club
residents to enjoy the comfort and dignity of + Full array of Personal and Companion care options
a well-deserved lifestyle. This boutique + Security of 24 hour staffing

setting offers various tiers of Assisted and
Independent Living options.

526 Water Street - Chardon, OH 44024
For additional information, call

440.313.2933

Viater St

Plaza .

this is home care.

We all embark on times in our lives when we could use a little help. Whether you need support caring for a
senior, an adult with a disability, a veteran, or a loved one who's recovering from a surgery or other health event,
FirstLight™ Home Care is here for you. Our services include:

« Conversation & company « Transfer & posture positioning » Shopping & erand services
+ Medication reminders - Eating assistance «» Continence & toileting care
« Bathing assistance & hygiene « Mail & paperwork organization + Oral hygiene

+ Laundry & light housekeeping « Meal prepamation » Transportation & activities

Our extraordinary caregivers are extensions of your family who provide non-medical care in home, hospital or
healthcare settings. When you choose FirstLight, you get more than a caregiver. That's because we also happen
to be joke testers. Recipe tasters. Home beautifiers. Backgammon buddies. Errand runners. And so much more.

Schedule a complimentary consultation today.

\' First )

chardon firstlighthomecare.com JHON\E CARE
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Need urgent care?
Do your waiting
L at home with
our online

B F

For a more comfortable urgent care experience

. ~at the Chardon Campus, simply log on to our
?: free check-in service at lakehealth.org. Select
; estimated treatment time, and wait at home
until your time to be seen. It's that simple!

(In an emergency, always dial 911.)

Powered by fﬂQHfl’.'kEﬂ

Chardon Campus

|1’ Health

510 Fifth Avenue, Chardon, OH 44024

' Monday - Friday, 8 am - 8 pm

Saturday & Sunday, 9 am - 5 pm

lakehealth.org

4153-2/18



