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Spring Home Improvement
A special section

Call Jim at 440-247-5335 to reserve your space today!

May 5, 2022
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A special magazine format from the Chagrin Valley Times

For space reservations or more information, please call Jim at 440-247-5335
Call Cindy or Nicole at 440-632-0130

Drive up your sales with our 4 COLOR magazine format, 
mailed to ALL homes in the 44022 and 44023 areas.

SEASONAL SAVINGS is published 4 times a year - 
March, April, May and June.

APRIL ISSUE - 
Deadline March 17th | Published March 24th

MAY ISSUE - 
Deadline April 21th | Published April 28th

JUNE ISSUE - 
Deadline May 19th | Published May 26th

S E A S O N A L
SAVINGS

Your Guide to Local Savings

Ad Pricing 
Includes Full Color
1/2 Page 7”wide x 4.5” tall -	 $250
Full Page 7” wide x 9.5” tall - 	$375
*Call for discount when you buy multiple ads
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Council to consider Chick-fil-A 

request in face of traffic concerns

By SUE REID

Chick-fil-A, which has set its 

sights on the former Panini’s prop-

erty on SOM Center Road, cleared 

its first two hurdles this week by 

gaining approval of a traffic impact 

and drive-thru safety studies as well 

as a handful of variances linked to 

the project.
The Solon City Council Safety 

and Public Properties Committee 

approved the studies Tuesday 

by a split vote and the project 

was considered by the Planning 

Commission later that evening. 

Voting in favor of the studies were 

Councilmen William I. Russo and 

Jeremy Zelwin. Voting against was 

Councilman Douglas A. Magill.

“The intersection of Route 91 and 

Solon Road is one of the busiest 

in the county, if not the state,” Mr. 

Magill said in his objections. “If we 

don’t get this right, we are going to 

exacerbate the problem.
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People of all faiths gather to celebrate 

groundbreaking of Muslim prayer center

By SUE REID

Monday’s rain clouds and fog gave way to 

brilliant sunshine just in time for the ground 

breaking ceremony of Solon’s first mosque on 

Liberty Road.
“Finally the day is here,” Solon resident 

Masroor Malik, a board member of the Chagrin 

Valley Islamic Center, said to the 100 people 

gathered at the site. “This is a project that is a 

long-time coming.”
Islamic Center members have been working 

for the past five years on plans for the $1 million 

mosque being built on a vacant 5.84-acre parcel 

across from the southern entrance of Spicebush 

Lane of the Preserve housing development. The 

land is in the easement of the Illuminating Co., 

FirstEnergy Corp.
“This has been an amazing journey for us,” 

Mr. Malik said. 
The mosque had drawn debate and discussion 

from neighboring residents who objected to its 

location in a single-family district, which is 

permitted in the city zoning code. They also 

spoke out during public meetings about increased 

traffic the mosque could generate especially 

Thornbury homeowners voice 

opposition to winery proposal

By SUE REID

A crowd of about 75 people 

gathered on Monday at a home in 

the Thornbury subdivision to share 

concerns and gather information on 

a proposed $200 million develop-

ment on 103 acres on Bainbridge 

Road that would be adjacent to their 

neighborhood.
Held at the home of Barbara 

Shane on Cortina Circle, the evening 

included information presented by 

Ward 3 Councilman Jeremy Zelwin 

as well as comments from residents 

who were studying a map of the 

proposed development that would 

be about a quarter of a mile from 

the Bainbridge Township line. 

BNH Enterprise  Corp.  of 

Cleveland Heights, is proposing a 

winery, commercial shops, town 

homes, condominiums, rental villas, 

senior living and a boutique hotel 

at 39350 Bainbridge Road. 

“I want to protect my property 

Turn to Mosque on Page 2

Turn to Traffic on Page 5

Turn to Winery on Page 6

First mosque in city takes root 

Chagrin Valley Islamic Center Board 

member Masroor Malik speaks to about 

100 people at the center’s groundbreak-

ing ceremony on Liberty Road.

Photos by Michael Johnson

Dr. Fatima Zohara of Solon breaks ground Monday at what will be Solon’s first mosque on Liberty Road near Spicebush Lane.  

About 100 people gathered at the Chagrin Valley Islamic Center site for the Bismallah ceremony, which means “We start in 

the name of God” in Arabic.
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Dr. Fatima Zohara of Solon breaks ground Monday at what will be Solon’s first mosque on Liberty Road near Spicebush Lane.  

About 100 people gathered at the Chagrin Valley Islamic Center site for the Bismallah ceremony, which means “We start in 
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Pairs of shoes cov-
ered Triangle Park in 

downtown Chagrin 
Falls last Saturday as 

part of a silent protest 
to demonstrate what 
organizers say is at 

stake if Congress does 
not pass the DREAM 
(Development, Relief 

and Education for Alien 
Minors) Act this year. 

Who will fill
their shoes?
People gather in support of extending DACA  

By BARBARA CHRISTIAN 

CHAGRIN FALLS — People who happened upon downtown Triangle 
Park last Saturday were met with the curious sight of row upon row of 
shoes – 345 pairs in all. 

A pair of metallic gold spike heels stood tall next to worn out men’s work 
boots. There were dozens of pairs of tennis shoes, flats, sling backs, clogs 
and even a pair of vintage Uggs.

“If we are deported who will fill our shoes?” asked one of the signs posted 
nearby. “We have a dream. Pass the DREAM Act,” demanded another placard. 

Last weekend’s silent protest focused attention on the Dreamers, children 

Mariana Hernandez, 3, of North 
Olmsted represented the thou-
sands of Dreamers who face 
an uncertain future, at a silent 
protest in Chagrin Falls Triangle 
Park last Saturday. Turn to DACA on Page 3

ODNR official details plan to 
harvest trees around LaDue
By JOSEPH KOZIOL JR.

A representative of the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
attempted to quell rumors swirling 
around the City of Akron’s plans for 
logging its property around LaDue 
Reservoir in Auburn Township.

Geauga County Commissioners 
on Tuesday invited John Kehn, a 
service forestry coordinator with 
ODNR, to speak, noting that the 
board had received numerous calls 
from concerned residents about the 
planned logging.

Mr. Kehn told commissioners the 
plan to fell trees  was the result of 
the City of Akron’s mayor directing 
the Water Department about two 

years ago to investigate whether 
city property in Geauga County 
should be managed. In his opinion, 
he said, the city should have acted 
20 years ago to manage its forests.

Mr. Kehn became involved in the 
process during this time, talking 
the city out of hiring a consultant 
from Oregon and then working to 
scale back the plan for logging. He 
said the approval for the plan is 
now winding its way through the 
city’s political process.

Currently, the plan calls for log-
ging 420 trees on 42 acres of land 
between Auburn and Thorpe roads 
and bordered by Bartholomew and 

Turn to LaDue on Page 3 Turn to Pinecrest on Page 2

Pinecrest to open with 
REI, Big Fun and more
By RYAN DENTSCHEFF

ORANGE — In about a month, 
the wait will be over. Pinecrest 
will open.

The $230 million development 
at Harvard Road and Interstate 271 
began with rezoning the land in 
2013. Planning and construction 
have been ongoing ever since, and 
on May 11, REI is set to open with 
other businesses following suit on 
May 18. 

One of the newly announced 
summer openings is a Sweeties 
Big Fun store.

Pinecrest officials led a media 
tour through the site on Tuesday 

and described how everything is 
coming together.

“Stores will start opening in a 
few weeks, but every month we’ll 
have a series of openings. So it’s 
going to be a summer-long opening, 
leading to a grand opening event in 
September,” said Adam Fishman, a 
principal at Fairmount Properties, 
the Pinecrest developer. 

“As part of the ownership group, 
we simply couldn’t be more excited 
that all of these efforts are coming 
to fruition for the entire community 
and region.”

He explained that the site, which 
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Safety forces work on updating plans for disaster, other local emergenciesBy JOAN DEMIRJIAN
Local communities, including South Russell 

Village, continually prepare for emergencies 
whether they are natural or man-made. “We are going to have a sit-down meet-
ing with the Geauga County Department of 
Emergency Services,” South Russell Mayor 
Bill Koons said.They will be reviewing what types of di-
sasters they might face and the consequences 
including prolonged power outages impacting 
heat in the winter, air conditioning in the 
summer or water service any time, he said. 
This is the third year the village has had a 
plan in place.

The meeting will be held in June with 
village department heads and a drill will be 
carried out in August, according to Mayor 
Koons. “We’ll have a readiness drill to see 
how prepared we are.” Councilwoman Cindy Nairn is head of the 
village safety committee which is overseeing 
the review.

“We will determine the likely scenarios, 
such as power outages or a chemical spill” or 
an active shooter, Mayor Koons said. Possible shelters during emergency situa-
tions include the Federated Church Family 
Life Center on Chillicothe Road (Route 306), 
which is ideally located on the border of the 

Digging for history Laurel School students participate in annual  archaeological dig
By KRISTA S. KANO

On a sunny, 84 degree day earlier in May, Laurel 
seventh-grader Veda Paloma, 13, of Pepper Pike 
and her partner Sophia Casa, 13, of Beachwood 
were hunched over a 2-by-2 meter sand pit. Clad 
in shorts and rain boots and armed with brushes 
and trowels, the girls carefully excavated their 
site to uncover the history of the Whittlesey 
people, a late prehistoric tribe that lived in the 
Cuyahoga Valley between 1000 and 1600 AD. 

Earlier in the week, Veda found a long bone 
yet to be identified, and in another area, Olivia 
MacPhail, 13 of Shaker Heights and Becky 
Walker, 13, of Bay Village uncovered a deer 
skull. Further down, Jasmine Pockins, 13, of 
Shaker Heights discovered a full, in-tact piece 

of pottery. Kayla Richer, 12, of Chagrin Falls 
and Chester found an antler and two pieces of 
slate, and other girls excitedly yelled out when 
they found a potsherd or a piece of charcoal. In their last two weeks of school, the girls have 
been participating in the annual seventh-grade 
archaeological dig, a replication of the Whittlesey 
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Art Palette
Fairmount Center for the Arts, 8400 Fairmount Road in Russell: 42nd An-nual Fairmount Art Exhibition. On display through June 7. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays and 5-8 p.m. on weekends. Information: www.fairmountcenter.org or 440-338-3171.

Riverside Park, Chagrin Falls: Art by the Falls. June 9 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and June 10 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Live music throughout the day. Information: 440-247-7507 or valleyartcenter.org. 

Music Notes
Geauga Lyric Theater, 101 Water St. in Chardon: Apollo’s Fire Countryside Concerts. June 10 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are between $10 and $42. Tickets and information: apollosfire.org. 

Stage Lines
Geauga Lyric Theater, 101 Water St. in Chardon: Teen Drama Project presents “Our Town.” Today (Friday) and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults, and $6 for students and seniors. Tickets and information: 440-286-2255 or geaugatheater.org. 

Geauga Lyric Theater, 101 Water St. in Chardon: “Legally Blonde the Musical.”Aug. 3-20. Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets and information: 440-286-2255 or geaugatheater.org. 
CVLT, 40 River St. in Cha-grin Falls: “The Savannah Sipping Society.” June 1-7. Show times are at 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and June 10 and 17 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $18 for adults, and $14 for seniors and students. Tickets and information: 440-247-8955. 

Turn to Dig on Page 3

Turn to Plan on Page 3

Turn to Barn on Page 2

Preserving big red barn and the history of Geauga CountyBy JOAN DEMIRJIAN
Barns stand as a testimonial to our agricul-

tural heritage and hold many stories within.  
They are where time stands still and while 
they are slowly disappearing from the roadside 
landscapes, many are being maintained and 
treasured by their owners.One of those barns sits on a site off 
Chillicothe Road in Bainbridge, just north 
of the border of the city of Aurora.  Owned 
by the Cozzens family, the large red building 
holds a significant history in the township.Patrick and Marlene Cozzens bought the prop-
erty in 1982 when it was known as the Patterson 
farm, according to their son Patrick Cozzens.The Pattersons ran a dairy farm at the site 
on more than 200 acres.  At one time the 
property included a second house and a barn.  
That barn is still standing.The younger Pat Cozzens, of Auburn, fixed 
up the barn with his father and brother Mark.   Pamela Gray of Friends of Ohio Barns 
said the statewide organization’s mission is 
to support barn conservation efforts and to 
educate the public on the historical significance 
of Ohio barns. “We’re talking about timber 
frame barns made from virgin timber,” she said.

Photos by Michael Johnson

Laurel School seventh-grader Veda Paloma, 13, of Pepper Pike holds a bone  

she found digging earlier this month at the school’s annual seventh-grade mock 

archaeological dig. In the last two weeks of school, the seventh-grade class was 

at the Laurel Butler Campus in Russell, where they excavated a replication of the 

Whittlesey tribe site. 
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Subscribe to local award-winning newspapers! Rely on the 
times for all of the best news from your community: council 
meetings, government, events, school, sports and more!
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