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Elite Sotheby’s Nothing compares.

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Beyond the beautiful properties and the personal touch of our 1 075
agents, only one brand can deliver a lifestyle that caters to OF’F.CES WORLDWIDE
you. Built on centuries of tradition and dedicated to innovating 81

the luxury real estate industry, Sotheby’s International Realty ST e T

offers transformative experiences through a global network of
exceptional agents. To those who value the unique, Sotheby’s 26,000

: ; ; : SALES ASSOCIATES
International Realty is the local real estate services provider

that offers unrivaled access to qualified people and distinctive $167 Billion
properties around the world. ANNUAL SALES (USD)
Real estate sold by real experts.

Veena Bhupali Cheryl Clegg Maddie Clegg Rebecca Donatelli Karen Eagle Karen Fuller Paula Moore
216.598.1477 216.352.4700 216.352.4700 216.632.0515 216.352.4700 440.364.1623 440.773.6802

Liz Murphy Trish Rouru Linda Mae Scherr Jane Shami Cindi Sobol Kelsey Wolf Joanne Zettl
216.352.4700 440.241.0669 216.347.2873 216.352.4700 216.406.0068 216.509.9624 216.409.1328

H 3 1 ©2023 Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates LLC. All rights reserved
0 Ellte SOtheby S Internatlonal Realty Sotheby's International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty Logo are
S z q service marks licensed to Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates LLC and used
29525 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 100, Pepper Pike, OH 44122 | 440.290.4800 with permission. Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates LLC fully supports the @
= 5 rinciples of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each office is
89 N Main Street, 2nd Floor, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 | 216.3524700  fnceenaently swned and operated G
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Chagrin Valley

Chamber of Commerce
Established 1943

jas

e are thrilled to wel-
come and thank you
for taking time to
read our Chagrin
Valley Magazine. This publication
is proudly offered through a part-
nership between the Chagrin Val-

ley Chamber of Commerce, The
Chagrin Valley Times and Chagrin
Valley businesses. This valuable
tool assists us in achieving our
chamber’s mission to promote and
enhance a strong business, com-
munity and economic environment
in the Chagrin Valley. We hope you
will find it as helpful and entertain-
ing as we intend it to be.

The Chagrin Valley Chamber of
Commerce boasts over 550 mem-

bers and is available to members

and visitors alike to help make the | S‘[ep With Horses
most of your time spent here. Our
members care a great deal for this ' ja ik v B D

community and we are sure you will
find this to be true during your visit.

Whether you are spending an
afternoon, planning a weekend, are
new to town or a lifelong resident,
the Chagrin Valley has something
for you to experience. For infor-
mation on upcoming events or for
inquiries about how to join our
chamber, please feel free to stop by
the Chamber office located in the
historical Town Hall at 83 N. Main
Street in Chagrin Falls or check our
web site at cvce.org.

Sincerely,
Michael Henry,
President
Chagrin Valley
Chamber of

ol A Commerce The Pond Glass Asylum
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> Shari Hunter was inspired by her son, Derek,
to start Two Foundation in 2013 as a 501 C (3) non-
profit organization. Two café and boutique opened
in 2015. Our mission is to provide opportunities for
people of every ability to connect, work, grow, and
thrive.

> Two Foundation provides job opportunities for
individuals with cognitive exceptionalities that have
experienced barriers to community employment,
to develop great workplace habits and skills within
our café and boutique.

> Two partners with local schools, DODD & OOD
on job readiness training, job development, job
placement, and follow along support. Two also
provides summer job readiness camps.

> The results include each person developing
a sense of confidence and self-respect, and an
appropriate job. This impacts every aspect of their
lives, which then forces positive change within our
communities. Two has 83 business partners with a
heart to participate in our integrated model. We
are always looking to expand our list of partners!

> Qurnewname-Two & Company-isanetwork of
people, places and experiences that enable people
of every ability to find happiness and success in
the workplace and beyond. This encompasses our
cafe, shops, services and foundation.

> The Café is a farm-to-fork restaurant and coffee
shop — sourced locally, healthy options, fresh
bakery, all made from scratch.

> The Shops feature merchandise collections
hand-selected to benefit social enterprises.

> We have outgrown our current leased space
and purchased a building in Chagrin Falls and are
running a capital campaign to raise S$4 million
dollars to cover the purchase and renovations.
We need the help of our community to get there.
Please visit our Bainbridge café and boutique and
consider a donation. www.twoandcompany.org

> Two is hosting a fundraiser for our capital
campaign at our new property (177 E. Washington
Street) over Blossom Time weekend. We will have
daily parking spots available for a $25 donation and
a limited number of weekend packages for $500,
which includes parking for one vehicle on Thursday
— Sunday, plus up to 8 parade seats in front of our
building, plus a Two goodie bag. To pre-register,
please call the Two at (440)384-3236 and ask for
Lisa or Christian.

Please see pictures of how we plan to restore our
new building to its historical front:

CCVM23
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In Step With Horses
provides a safe haven

By SUE REID

unshine spills into a stall at In
Step With Horses on a crisp win-
ter morning as Iraqi war veteran
Jon Gurry gently brushes the coat
of Doc, methodical in his move-
ments and purposeful in his approach.
“Thatta boy,” Mr. Gurry, 69, said softly.
The two have been working together and
bonding over the past six years, with Mr.
Gurry not having to say much during those
interactions, something he values deeply.
“The greatest gift they are giving me here

6 Chagrin Valley Magazine 2023-24

is a connection with somebody else I don’t
have to talk to,” said Mr. Gurry, a resident of
Willoughby who suffers from Post Traumat-
ic Stress Disorder. “I love cleaning horses.”

“In the military, they have a concept
”” Mr. Gurry
continued. “You fix your equipment, you fix
your truck and you fix your weapons. Here,
I’'m grooming horses, and that satisfies a
need in a military guy.”

“Whichever one is the dirtiest, I love to
clean,” he says.

Mr. Gurry is among the hundreds of indi-
viduals who benefit from their participation
with horses at In Step With Horses, a non-
profit organization which provides a safe ha-
ven to balance mental health through a con-
nection with animals and nature.

called ‘preventive maintenance,

Jon Gurry, a veteran
who suffers from

Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, spends time
grooming “Doc” as part
of his participation at In
Step With Horses.

In existence since 2017 and formerly lo-
cated in Bainbridge Township, In Step has
been at home since 2022 on a six-and-a-half
acre farm in Chester Township.

“Horses have been intricately linked to hu-
man survival for centuries,” Melissa Houser-
man, executive director and president, said,
noting that people innately gravitate to them,
unlike other animals.

“They are extremely accepting and know
how to live in the moment,” Ms. Houserman,
a Russell Township resident, said.

Fostering that connection is at the core
of In Step With Horses, which provides ser-
vices to all ages, beginning with 6-year-olds,
through a wide variety of programming and
personalized sessions.

Continued on page 8
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And, it’s often the small things we notice have changed.
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THAT MATTER MOGST

When changes brought about by aging or memory deficits occur,
trust the team at Ohman Family Living at Holly. Our state-of-the-art
Memory Care provides a safe, engaging environment
for those with Alzheimer’s, dementia, and other memory deficits.

LEARN MORE & VIEW OUR VIRTUAL TOUR
www.OhmanFamilyLiving.com/Holly
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Continued from page 6

“All four of us are deeply horse people,”
Ms. Houserman said of the founders of In
Step. “We’ve owned horses, ridden horses
and competed.”

They are also grounded personally in
horses, having seen first-hand their thera-
peutic benefits.

“My father was a World War II veteran,
and for me, it resonated personally support-
ing veterans with PTSD and unresolved trau-
ma,” Ms. Houserman said.

She worked alongside In Step Clinical Di-
rector Chris Goodall, who also had personal
experience, seeing in the 1990s and early
2000s the success of this kind of work, com-
bining mental health treatment and horses.

“Horses accept you today as that partner,
unlike any other human,” Ms. Goodall, of
Russell Township, said.

While their size may be intimidating,
horses have the unique gift to connect with
people and other animals too, she continued,
which makes them good therapeutic partners
giving unconditional acceptance.

“Dogs are subservient and want a master,
but a horse wants to be your partner,” Ms.
Goodall said, “closer than any other animal
I’ve experienced.”

“They replicate the human connection if
we allow it to happen,” she said.

Chris Goodall and Melissa Houserman, two of the founders of In Step
With Horses, foster a connection between the animals and the clients

they serve.

At In Step, in a quiet, relaxing space, individ-
uals with a variety of needs are afforded the ide-
al environment to connect without interruption.

“People who cannot connect to others can
find the connection (here),” Ms. Goodall noted.

Research supports this kind of interaction
and its benefits.

“When you are in the presence of a horse,
your heart rates match up,” Ms. Goodall said,
“and your energy will be at the same level.”

Those entering the barn at In Step carrying
stress begin to learn skills to regulate that,

INTERIORS

Where Quality is Affordable. See it. Feel it. Love it.
Worth the Drive, Wherever You Are.
Complimentary Delivery and Set-Up Within 60 Miles.

with the horse meeting them at their levels.

“It’s a non-judgmental biofeedback loop,”
Ms. Houserman added.

Last year, In Step With Horses served over
230 individuals, including primarily first re-
sponders, veterans, youth and adults.

“We will serve anybody who feels their
emotional state will be helped by being with
horses,” Ms. Goodall said.

This includes individuals with a history of
trauma, or children with attention issues and

Continued on page 10

You can count on Sedlak Interiors for always offering the latest designs and styles
to help you enjoy your home even more.

SEDLAK"

CELEBRATING

FINE HOME FURNISHINGS

34300 Solon Road | Solon, OH | 440-248-2424 | 800-260-2949
One block south of Rt. 422 & SOM Center Road
9-9 M/Th | 9-5:30 Tu/W/F/Sa | www.sedlakinteriors.com

S
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OUTDOOR LIVING TO
REFLECT YOUR LIFESTYLE

Beauty and Function
m%mm&«@t%%/buw

Naturescape Inc.
Landscape design construction and maintenance

« Paver patios

« Outdoor kitchen

« Fireplace/fire pit

« Gas line installation

« Night lighting

« Complete landscaping

5 /{—/

/\/Mm he,

2

9936 East Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023
440-543-4373 | info@naturescapedesign.com
T ) Y
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Continued from page 8

anxiety, among other conditions.

With about a dozen quarter horses that
call the farm home, In Step offers three main
services, including individual psychothera-
py with a licensed therapist; riding lessons
which are mental-health goal-oriented in
nature staffed by certified therapeutic riding
instructors; and equine-assisted learning.

Participants benefit from being taught
not only horsemanship skills, but life skills.
They are often found talking to horses, hug-
ging them, crying alongside them or just
standing silently in their presence.

“People say, ‘you saved my life,”” Ms.
Houserman said of their interactions with
the horses. “Many are really at the cusp of
significant harm (to themselves.)”

“Having that connection to the animals,
to the team and to an environment in which
they feel safe, seen and accepted can be life-
changing at minimum or life saving on the
other end,” she said.

Participants at In Step even include moth-
ers who have come to recognize they need
time for self-care, Ms. Goodall explained.

“Coming out here to the barn is their time
to decompress,” she said. It also teaches how
to better manage anxiety at home.

The horses have the innate ability to read

RIPLEY
TREE

SERVICE

body language, the founders say, and, de-
pending on the goal for the client, there is
talking or no talking at all.

Other options include activities such as lead-
ing an obstacle course, with In Step giving par-
ticipants flexibility to decide their paths.

“Sometimes it’s just watching the horses
in the outdoor setting and talking about it
that helps them,” Ms. Houseman said.”Or
even just petting them.”

All of the programming is done in a quiet,
relaxed setting, a purposeful environment
that the founders sought to create.

“Everyone is welcome here,” Ms. Goodall
said. “Sometimes people feel intimidated to
sit with a therapist and blab, but here, they
don’t have to make eye contact.”

“Stroking a horse calms you down, es-
pecially people with trauma, and moving
around tends to loosen people up to be able
to talk,” she said.

In Step, which is staffed by independently
licensed mental health professionals, social
workers and counselors, as well as certified
therapeutic riding instructors, barn care staff
and equine specialists, is funded by private
donations and grants, with fees administered
on a sliding scale.

With a focus on mental health and emotion-
al wellness, In Step treats clients with a wide

Expert Management.

range of conditions, from mild autism and de-
pression to anxiety and trauma response.

All therapists on staff have their own indi-
vidual specialties.

In Step is unique in that it is well-structured
with a plan in mind and a vision that is ex-
ecuted, as opposed to a mom-and-pop opera-
tion or a huge factory, Ms. Goodall explained.

“We are leading the industry in that way,”
she said.

“Our goal is to create an organization which
is a model for other centers around the country
— and sustainable,” Ms. Houserman said, “and
one which is totally mental-health based.”

Most important, the women said they are
achieving their goals alongside horses, and
in tandem, not one working for the other.

“We are not using horses,” Ms. Goodall
noted. “We are working with them.”

Both Ms. Houserman and Ms. Goodall
said being able to connect and service peo-
ple with these magnificent animals is filling
a purpose — and a dream job.

“The horses are our partners and exten-
sion beings, and we are learning how to have
a relationship with them,” Ms. Goodall said.

While they may not speak, they have behav-
iors and responses that are dynamic, she added.

“They have things to say to all of us if we
are willing to listen.” =
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Guaranteed Service.

Full Residential Tree Services

Tree Removal

Pruning

Cabling

Stump Grinding

Deep Root Fertilization

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Member of

)
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info@ripley
www.ripleytreeservice.com
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One of 15, quaint guest
rooms at the Inn of
Chagrin feature antiques
mixed with newer decor,
white linens and custom
artwork and design.

Al

By SUE REID

ith roots that date back to

1927, the Inn of Chagrin —

tucked in the quaint south-

west corner of West Orange

and West streets — has al-
ways been a special place.

“The place has held prestige through the
years,” Chagrin Falls Historical Society
President John Bourisseau said, while pour-
ing over vintage photographs.

Visited by the likes of such notables as
Charles Lindbergh, who attended a reception
in his honor and spent the night, and John D.
Rockefeller, who had his own table, as did
his sons, “it was a place where people of im-
portance came,” Mr. Bourisseau continued.

In fact, the Inn’s story is as colorful as the
guests who have frequented it through the
decades and the custom artwork that now
adorns each of the 15 guest room walls.

Its beginnings are linked to what was once

OIMeE

the famous restaurant Crane’s Canary Cot-
tage, opened by Clarence Arthur Crane, bet-
ter known as C.A. He purchased the proper-
ty, which once contained two small houses,
in 1927, removing one house and building an
addition on the other. He later bought a third
house, which was the former Gamekeeper’s
Tavern and now Jo Jo’s Bar, and joined them
to form the building that exists today.

It is that connection to bars and restaurants
along West Street that makes the Inn of Cha-
grin that much more special and a “gem,”
New York City designer Christian Siriano,
who designed the 15 guest rooms last year,
said after visiting the village.

“I thought it was so special and unique,”
Mr. Siriano said of first impressions of the
Inn. “It was nestled in this really cute little
space. I love that it is connected to other
things.”

What started out as a restaurant, then a
business with small shops, became the home

Photograph by Sarah Kerens

Historic Inn of Chagrin
offers quaint lodging in
the heart of the Village

of the Artificial Plant Co., which moved
there in 1966, and The Basic Place house-
wares shop.

The south side of the building was home
to a restaurant called 87 W Courtyard Din-
ing, which in 1978 became Gamekeeper’s
Tavern.

The building opened as an Inn in 1991.

It did so with fanfare, holding a ribbon-
cutting ceremony with notable Chagrin resi-
dents, some of whom had worked at the Inn
when it was Crane’s Canary Cottage, leading
tours dressed in costumes.

Similar tours took place last spring, with
new Inn of Chagrin owners welcoming the
community with champagne tours through-
out the newly redesigned space.

“Our goal was to modernize things like
the bathrooms and update the amenities that
people expect when they come to an Inn,
while still preserving the integrity of the

Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11

Victorian look and feel,” explained Bret Ad-
ams, founder of the Monven Group and part-
owner of the Inn of Chagrin.

His restaurant group approached the proj-
ect with the ambition to reclaim whatever
history was there from the Canary Cottage
beginnings, he said.

“It’s really been an exciting blend,” Mr.
Adams said.

In redesigning the rooms, many pieces
from the old furniture from Chagrin’s leg-
endary Brewster and Stroud store were kept.
Some were reupholstered for a custom look
along with many new pieces.

Mr. Siriano added that every room has a
hint of a fashion element, whether it’s a book
or sketch that he has done.

“Each room has its own shape and size,”
said Molly Gebler, managing partner of the
Inn of Chagrin, continued, and a character of
its own. “We have guests who have literally
made it a mission to stay in each room.”

“It is important for the village to have a
place for people to stay that provides access
to all of the things the village has to offer,”
Mr. Bourisseau said.

“You get to eat, drink and be entertained,
all while having a restful night in a beautiful
room,” Ms. Gebler added of the amenities
that both surround and are within the Inn.

“The fact that you have the best shops and
restaurants all within walking distance, to
me, is part of the experience of staying at the
Inn,” Ms. Gebler said. “You can park your
car and then never have to get back in it.”

It has been extremely important to her to
upgrade the building and freshen it up, and

New York designer Christian Siriano’s relationship with the Inn of
Chagrin will continue into the future. His designs, which include a hint
of fashion, are made clear in the rooms within the historic building.

Ms. Gebler believes that Mr. Siriano did just
that, taking the input and keeping the charac-
ter and charm, whether it be the poster beds
throughout or the beautifully designed coftee

Bathrooms within the Inn

of Chagrin display clean
\l'knes and a crisp, classic

c_u‘st\om design. b
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Photographs by Tim Lenz

tables within the rooms. Linens from Paris
round out the elegant touches.

The Inn’s relationship with Mr. Siriano is
continuing into the future, Ms. Gebler noted.

This spring, the Inn was named Business
of the Year by the Chagrin Chamber of Com-
merce.

It continues to draw guests from near and far.

Advance notice is necessary when book-
ing rooms, Ms. Gebler noted.

Local and no-so-local guests are welcome,
Ms. Gebler continued. The intent is to pro-
vide a place that is extremely home-like.

“If you really break it down, the Inn is the
size of a nice big house, and the guests be-
come family to us,” she said. “I think we go
over and beyond to make sure they feel at
home during their stay.”

Throughout village history, the Inn has
been the only hotel in Chagrin Falls since
the mid-19th century, when the Irving House
dominated the corner of East Washington
and Main streets.

Mr. Adams said the entire project of ac-
quiring the Inn has been a “labor of love.”

“We think between the updating of the
rooms and other activities in the village, it
will continue to create the destination. This
is such a special place.” =
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» Hardwood Flooring Specialist

« Specializing in sales, installations,
dustless sanding & finishing

440-632-1870

flooring53@windstream.net
13407 Madison Rd.,
Middlefield, OH 44062
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Quaint little town
with the best
businesses around!

CHAGRIN FALLS
Shopping Plaza

20-64 SHOPPING PLAZA DR.

HEINEN’S

440-424-5108

CUS PHARMACY

440-247-5442

EINSTEIN BROS.

440-893-9384

JUICY LUCY

440-247-5748

FALLS PAK & SHIP

440-247-9340

ANGES SALON

440-247-7273

CAPOZZI DESIGN

440-247-9496

NOUVEAU VIE

440-821-1101

STANLEY CLEANERS &

SHOE REPAIR ¢ 440-247-7909
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Quaint little town
with the best
businesses around!

Providing companionship, transportation,
meal preparation, home management,
travel arrangements, payment of bills,
shopping, laundry, accompaniment to
medical appts, aid in filling out medical
forms, and so much more!

Contact Betsy Towns at 440-708-3086
or by email: btowns79@gmail.com
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ASYLUM

Glass Blowing - Custom Lighting

SCHEDULE A GLASSBLOWING '
WORKSHOP TODAY!
Workshops Available:

Tuesday - Fridays 11AM-8PM
Saturdays 10AM-9PM

STUDIO OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Stop in to browse our gallery
or inquire about custom lighting |
or artwork!
GALLERY HOURS
Sunday: 10AM-6PM
Monday: 9AM-3PM
Tuesday-Friday: 9AM-8PM
Saturday: 9AM-9PM

22 West Orange Street » Chagrin Falls, OH
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Local farmers
markets flll
demand for
home-grown

By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

amilies want to know where their
food is grown — the closer to home,
the better.

Family-owned and family-run
farmers markets in downtown Cha-
grin Falls and surrounding communities are
embracing trends of sustainable shopping and
the farm-to-table movement.

Sirna’s Farm in Auburn is a family-run oper-
ation that sells goods at farmers markets around
the region as well as at their farm, which has
been thriving on Ravenna Road since 1997.

It is a diversified farm with a little bit of
everything, including heirloom tomatoes, 20
varieties of peppers, goji berries, strawberries,
pumpkins, and more.

The farm has been open for more than 25
years. Since the pandemic began, manager
Kaitlyn Sirna has seen customers paying more
attention to their food from health, safety, and
comfort standpoints.

“It’s easier to go to your local farmstand and
get things, and there’s a lot to offer in terms of
product and food in Northeast Ohio,” said Ms.
Sirna, the family’s youngest daughter.

She added that the pandemic’s disruption of
the food supply chain highlighted the need for
a local food system.

“We feel like we exist to support the com-
munity, so we focus on local not only in terms
of how we engage in the community, but in
terms of where we focus our efforts,” Ms.
Sirna said. “There are plenty of ways for us to
support other farmers and for us all to coexist
in the community together.”

The family farm also supports their farm-
to-table restaurant, Sirna’s Pizza, located two
miles up the street. Many products picked go
straight to the restaurant.

“We’re constantly driving back and forth
bringing ingredients back,” owner Craig Sirna
said, adding that that contributes to freshness
that customers appreciate.

Heirloom tomatoes are the farm’s top prod-
uct, Mr. Sirna said. His daughter, Kristen, har-
vests them daily.

“Everybody waits for those,” he said.

The family has been farming so long that
they have learned interesting tricks, such as
crossbreeding tomatoes and peppers.

“We have ones we know grow really well




and taste really good,” Ms. Sirna said. “We’re
always trying new things.”

Harvest Bell Farm in Newbury is another
family operation which opened its farm store in
spring 2021, due to not only the pandemic but
the community’s need to find local products,
owner Tiffany Mushrush Mentzer said.

She also works as market manager at Geau-
ga Fresh Farmers Market.

Open since 2014, Harvest Bell recently be-
gan raising more turkeys, chickens, and hogs to
keep up with demand. The small vegetable farm
consists mainly of flowers, winter and summer
squash, beans, and herbs, Mrs. Mentzer said.

The farm also has a very small apple orchard
with about seven trees.

“Our customers have wanted to know
where their food is coming from,” Mrs. Men-
tzer said. Though the concern was there be-
fore, she said, “because of COVID, we had
that increase (of people wanting to know).
Our vendors have seen an increase in traffic
and sales since COVID.”

Their farm store sells homemade maple syr-
up along with meats, cheeses, jellies, snacks,
pickles, relishes, and candy. They have a green-
house full of annuals, hanging baskets, and
combination pots.

Geauga Fresh Farmers Market in South Rus-
sell is open from May to October, showcasing
almost 50 area vendors, including Chickabuzz
Honey, Elderberry Marsh, Maple Crest Farm,
and Sandee River Farms. The biweekly winter
market runs from November to late March.

Strawberries, blueberries, tomatoes, and
corn are popular, as are flowers, which are
highly sought-after in the summer. Shoppers
may also choose from varieties of eggs and
meat, including beef, hog, chicken, turkey, rab-
bit, quail, goat, and lamb.

Mrs. Mentzer said the market has seen an
uptick not only in customers, but in vendors,
who started with an interest in growing their
own food and wound up with products to sell.

She expects the participation and interest
surrounding the market will continue.

At Howard’s Apples Farm in Bainbridge,
which is open from May to December, visitors
come for the apples, but will be pleased with
other attractions and offerings including apple
cider slushies, pick-your-own blueberries, and
even a 1952 Allan Herschell Little Dipper.

“Not everybody has one,” said Pam
Krotzer, who co-owns the farm with her fi-
ancé, Paul Harris.

Depending on what is in season, the farm
carries asparagus, strawberries, sweet corn, cu-
cumbers, tomatoes, peaches, pumpkins, Christ-
mas trees, and more.

“It’s not the same all the time,” Ms. Krotzer
said.

The market’s Fall Fest comes alive every au-
tumn. Weekends are packed with fun activities
such as duck races, apple launching, pumpkin
tic-tac-toe, and a corn maze. A unique arrange-

ment of pumpkin decorations is offered.

Miles Farmers Market has been feeding
families in Solon for 52 years.

Its main products include fresh fruits and
vegetables, meats, deli, and baked goods. Its
raw meat offerings include signature burgers
and sausages with different flavors created in-
house. At the bistro, visitors may sit and enjoy
fried chicken, ribs, and other hot foods, which
are also available to go.

The market works with a wide variety of local
farmers who bring in new products every day —
bananas, apples, oranges, pears, peaches, plums,
nectarines, and more. Most of the vegetables
come from Amish farmers in Middlefield.

We Also Offer:
* House Washing

* Surface Washing

* Concrete Coatings
* Painting: Int./Ext.

~ ACCREDITED BUSINESS

BBB A"' Rating

ChagrinHo

Chigrm\la\ley
 chamber ofCommerce
aabiiched 1921

Manager Justin Golobek said what makes
this family-run business unique is its person-
able, service-oriented atmosphere. The staff
likes to experiment with different demos and
sales, he added.

“We know a lot of our customers by name,”
Mr. Golobek said. “We have a lot of knowl-
edgeable staff that have been here a long time
and are helpful with suggestions, knowing how
to cook things, and pick them out.”

With a robust selection of farmers markets
to choose from, the Chagrin Valley has plenty
of options when it comes to locally-sourced,
sustainable food. =

W@l Chagrin Flome Improvements

mprovements.com

Photo: Felicia Vargo / Mimi Magazine
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The Sleepy Rooster, located on Chillicothe Road in South Russell, has not had a slow day since it opened
its doors in January 2021.

The Sleepy Rooster: A hit for brunch

By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

raig and Sarah Fitzgerald chose

to pursue their passion by start-

ing a restaurant in South Rus-

sell. The Sleepy Rooster opened

its doors in January 2021 and
has not had a slow day since.

The locally owned and operated restau-
rant serves its own take and unique twists on
classic breakfast dishes along with creative
lunch items such as grilled PB&J and a fried
bologna sandwich with onions and mustard
— all made from scratch using local ingredi-
ents.

The BLT sandwich substitutes bacon with
crispy pork belly, and the eggs Benedict are
dubbed “Craig’s Benedict.”

“We’re from Bainbridge — we don’t want
to scare anybody away with crazy dishes,”
Mr. Fitzgerald explained. “It’s got to be
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comforting.”

Mrs. Fitzgerald said that the menu com-
bines comfort items and dishes that guests
will recognize.

The Fitzgeralds feed their entire staff at
the end of every shift in what they call a fam-
ily meal. They are trying to help better their
lives and those of their families. For Christ-
mas and spring break, they close for 11 days.

“Hopefully, it doesn’t tick anyone off,”
Mr. Fitzgerald said. “We are a mom-and-
pop. We have kids and we are doing this for
a living, but we need to have a life as well.
Business and life is a tough balance, but it’s
working.”

They credit their amiable staff with wel-
coming guests and making them feel at
home.

“They all get along so well,” Mr. Fitzger-
ald said. “We’re so lucky.”

Mrs. Fitzgerald describes herself as very
opinionated, making her an effective critic
when Mr. Fitzgerald, who was trained in
classical French cooking at Le Cordon Bleu
Institute of Culinary Arts in Pittsburgh, was
putting together the menu and asked for her
opinions while experimenting with food.

They use their friends’ — local farmers —
products, including Mackenzie Creamery
goat cheese, Jim Davis honey, Harvest Bell
eggs, Haskins Farm maple syrup, and more.

They called the restaurant The Sleepy
Rooster “because we’re not morning peo-
ple,” Mrs. Fitzgerald said.

Hence, they do not open before 8 a.m. like
restaurants they call “early breakfast places.”

A bonus is that by the time they close the
restaurant at 2 p.m., their daughters, Lachlyn
and Shea, are getting off the school bus.

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 16

“We figured this was our best bet for tak-
ing care of our family,” Mr. Fitzgerald said.
“I think that was the final push for Sarah.”

The couple decided to start working on
their dream in late 2019. They had planned
to open in June 2020, but the pandemic hit
right after they signed the lease, and kept
things interesting.

“It was not good timing,” Mrs. Fitzgerald
said.

The couple worried their business would
be shut down before it even opened. But they
persisted. They feel fortunate about the res-
taurant’s success.

Prior to establishing the restaurant, Mr.
Fitzgerald had worked in sales at Athens,
Ohio-based Jackie O’s Brewery. While he
excelled in his position at a world-class
brewery, he has found his true passion in
starting his own restaurant.

“We’re very lucky it’s something we can
do and that people are liking it,” he said.

Mrs. Fitzgerald can cook, too, but had
never envisioned that she would someday
work in the restaurant business.

“My grandma always told me I should
have a restaurant,” she remembers, because
of her fascination with food and cooking at
a young age.

Mrs. Fitzgerald, a graduate of The Ohio
State University, worked various positions
in the medical field, as an optometry assis-
tant and optician, before pursuing opening a
restaurant.

“It was really nothing like this at all,” she
said.

Mrs. Fitzgerald selected the restaurant’s
décor, which is clean and crisp but also full

The Sleepy Rooster serves its own take on classic breakfast dishes -
including its “Chorizo Hash & Eggs” with citrus-herb gremolata - all
made from scratch using local ingredients.

of warmth.

“People find it really inviting,” she said.

She had never designed anything before,
so she says she “nerded out” with 3D render-
ings on her tablet.

“It turned out like we wanted,” she said.

After each moved back to the area in 2007,
the two former Kenston students met on a
blind date arranged by a mutual connection.

They had their first date — and took sub-
sequent wedding pictures — at Jude’s Sports
Page Tavern in Bainbridge.

THERE'S NO PLACE
LIKE HAMLET.

Where friends become family.

Come home to 47 acres of natural splendor and
the genuine connection of friendly neighbors.
It's where authentic folks like you can enjoy the
freedom and flexibility of a fulfilling, full-service
rental lifestyle without long-term financial

commitments. Whether moving to Hamlet for

Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory

Care or even Short-Term Respite Care — when
you’re at Hamlet, you’re family.

HAMLE]

Call 440-423-5092

to schedule a visit.

—— AT CHAGRIN FALLS ——
200 HAMLET HILLS DRIVE | CHAGRIN FALLS, OH 44022

HAMLETRETIREMENT.COM
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“The Sleepy Rooster” made Yelp’s an-
nual list of Top 100 Restaurants in the U.S.
in 2022.

“Fine dining meets brunch at this unique
restaurant, which focuses on breakfast spe-
cialties served into the afternoon,” according
to Yelp. “Everything is made from scratch,
including biscuits that would make your
grandmother jealous.”

Yelp praises the restaurant’s “The Goet-
ta,” a German breakfast sausage of beef,
pork, steel-cut oats, onions, and spices, made
in-house and served with eggs and toast.

With something on the menu for every-
one, The Sleepy Rooster has become a top
spot for brunch in the Valley. =
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Mayors of three Valley commmunities share common goals

By SUE REID

hether it’s promoting their

local businesses, ensuring

fiscal responsibility or com-

municating with constitu-

ents on various issues, local

mayors see a growing, full-time role in serv-
ing their communities.

Pepper Pike Mayor Richard M. Bain, in

his third term in office, said that while the

city’s charter does not describe the mayor’s

4

INDEPENDENT
=R EE —

PROUD rose LOCAL

CONFIDENCE

role as a full- or part -time position, “the re-
ality of the job is it is essentially a full -time
job.”

Mr. Bain, a city resident for 32 years and
partner in the law firm Meyers Roman Fried-
berg & Lewis, responds to phone calls and
emails from his constituents wherever he is
and whatever time of day.

Woodmere Mayor Benjamin Holbert II1, in
his second term in office, does the same. He
said that in order to move his village forward,
it takes that kind of time and commitment.

8 NO TREE TooEis

“My job is 24/7,” he said.

A former broadcast journalist who worked
as a communication specialist for the Cleve-
land Schools and Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District, Mr. Holbert said, “Right now
my focus is working as mayor.”

Chagrin Falls Mayor William Tomko, in
his second term in office, also gives a full-
time commitment to the village, which has
grown and changed during his tenure.

Continued on page 20
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Continued from page 19

Having spent his career in public account-
ing, Mr. Tomko moved to Chagrin Falls in
1974 right out of college at Miami Univer-
sity. He serves a village of 4,400 residents
which measures 1.6 square miles.

He prefers walking, as opposed to driving,
throughout the village, he said, as a way to
connect with residents and the business com-
munity.

“I try to never drive in the village,” Mr.
Tomko, 73, said. “You see things on foot you
never really see while driving.”

Residents are more apt to start a conversa-
tion that way, he said, as opposed to picking
up the phone and calling.

In his role in Woodmere, Mr. Holbert, 63,
is also in regular communication with the
village’s strong business community. The
300 businesses in this community of 650
residents are located within just one square
mile.

“When I got in office, I started working
with all our developers,” Mr. Holbert said.
“I’m trying to be a good steward of this vil-
lage and work well with our businesses.”

In the mainly residential community of
Pepper Pike, with 6,400 residents and mea-
suring 7.2 square miles, Mr. Bain, 68, boasts

and see...

the difference faith makes. At. St. Joan of Arc,

we believe in the difference faith makes in

teaching the whole child to learn, lead and live
in a safe environment where each student is
free to explore their ideas while growing closer
to God. St. Joan of Arc has been providing an
academically excellent, faith-based education
for families in the Chagrin Valley since 1965. We
invite your family to join the SJA community for

the 2023/2024 school year!

a robust capital reserve as well as excellent
relationships with the city’s roughly 50 em-
ployees.

“We are here to represent our residents
and provide them a good life here in Pepper
Pike,” Mr. Bain said.

The mayors, who all began as members of
their respective councils before taking their
community’s top offices, continue to set and
meet goals throughout their time in office.

“We’ve restored the confidence of the
community in their local government,” Mr.
Bain said of one of his accomplishments
since being elected.

He believes he has achieved a sustainable
model for the city in terms of its operations.

“This is really the issue of local govern-
ment,” said Mr. Bain, a native of University
Heights. “We have to have sustainable mod-
els. We can’t deficit-spend. We run a lean
ship here in City Hall, but a very efficient
operation,” he said.

A Solon native, Mr. Tomko is particu-
larly proud of working to put the village’s
finances in order while in office as well as
beginning an organized program of modern-
izing the infrastructure, including water and
sewer lines.

Mr. Tomko has also worked to start and
move forward a long-range plan for the

Saint Joan of Arc
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

® Contact us today to schedule a tour

\X

440.247.6530

20 Chagrin Valley Magazine 2023-24

DL

admissions@stjoanofarc.org

www.stjoanofarc.org

village, which began back in the 1990s. It
involved extending sidewalks in the com-
munity where they didn’t exist before. As of
today, most areas of town that can accommo-
date sidewalks have them, making Chagrin
Falls an extremely walkable and pedestrian-
friendly community.

As mayor, Mr. Holbert works to beautify
his community. Those efforts include large
planters along Chagrin Boulevard as well as
a variety of plantings around Village Hall.

The addition of sidewalks along Brainard
Road also speaks to beautification, he said,
and the overall idea of making the village a
destination spot.

“Beautification is important to me for this
village,” Mr. Holbert noted. “I want to create
an environment where people are attracted to
come here. I want to grow this village.”

Mr. Tomko has also worked to enhance
the park experience in his village, beginning
by creating common, open space areas for
everyone in the community to enjoy.

During his time on Village Council and in
conjunction with past administrations, such
areas as Whitesburg Park were created as
was River Run Park on Solon Road.

“We also improved Riverside Park dra-

Continued on page 24
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Peter has always been passionate about living, working, and volunteering in
University Circle. From his lifelong work as an astronomer to his recent work in pottery

and everything in between, Peter is always searching for new things to explore.

Bringing Independent Living to Life.
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Continued from page 20

matically,” Mayor Tomko noted. It is home
to many annual village events, including the
Blossom Time celebration and the Valley Art
Center’s Art by the Falls.

Chagrin Falls also entered into an agree-
ment with the Geauga Park District to create
Frohring Meadows, which is owned by the
village but located in Bainbridge Township.
Founder’s Field was created on East Wash-
ington Street to provide space for sports
teams to practice.

“To me, it’s important to be environmen-
tally responsible,” Mr. Bain said, noting that
the city has planted hundreds of trees over
the last decade.

And, with a limited commercial district,
yet home to several financial services includ-
ing accounting firms, financial advisers and
law firms, Pepper Pike has had a build-up of
residential developments dating back to the
mid 1950s.

They continue today, Mr. Bain said.

“We have had a very robust residential de-
velopment the last 15 or 20 years,” he said.
The city is modeled by one-acre lots.

As mayor, Mr. Bain works to foster a
sense of community through events such as
The Taste of Pepper Pike, which draws over
600 people each June. Having outgrown the
City Hall property, it now takes place at Ur-
suline College.

Under his tenure about four years ago, Mr.
Tomko helped begin a Merchant Association
in an effort to promote and further the com-
merce of Chagrin Falls.

“I wanted an association that would just
promote Chagrin and speak for all of the
merchants,” he said.

In addition to their roles within the com-
munity, local mayors also are actively in-
volved in a number of organizations, includ-
ing non-profits.

President and a founder of the Chagrin
River Watershed Partners, Mr. Tomko is
proud of the organization and the work to
secure over $70 million in outside grants as
well as over $2 million in dues since its in-
ception.

“We have worked on many successful
projects from Aurora all the way up to East-
lake and Mentor,” he said.

Mr. Holbert sits on the Cuyahoga County
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Mayors and Managers Association Execu-
tive Board as well as the board of Senior
Transportation Connection and B-Buzz
baseball league, a youth league with which
he has participated since 1972.

Among his involvements, Mr. Bain serves
as President and sits on the Executive Board
of the Cuyahoga County Mayor and Manag-
ers Association; chairs the Suburban Water
Regional Council of Governments; co-chairs
the Civil Rights Committee, Anti-Defama-
tion League for the Ohio, Kentucky and
Western Pennsylvania Region.

He is also a trustee with the Chagrin River
Watershed Partners.

Outside of city and village halls, the may-
ors pursue a variety of hobbies.

Mr. Tomko, a former football standout
at Solon High School and Miami Univer-
sity, where he played tackle, enjoys fly fish-
ing, sailing, skiing and hiking, along with
his wife, Friday, and the couple’s Standard
poodles.

Mr. Bain is also a fly fisherman and avid
traveler who grew up sailing. He and his
wife, Jean, spend time with their two grown
sons’ families including two grandchildren.

Mr. Holbert, who finds joy in the outdoors,
is known to cut his lawn three times a week.
He loves spending time with family — includ-
ing wife, Joyce, and three sons — and sports,
including baseball, basketball and football.

The mayors, in their roles, continue to set
goals for the future.

“One of the things [ would like to contrib-
ute to and perpetuate is a sense of village,”
Mr. Tomko said, “which is very different
from being in a suburb.”

The “sense of village” can be cultivated
through an increased focus on community
involvement and volunteerism within the
village, Mr. Tomko said.

“I want to do everything in my power
to enhance that, especially among younger
and newer residents.” he said. “The Chagrin
Falls experience doesn’t just happen. It’s a
result of people volunteering and making it
happen.”

Mr. Bain said that as younger families
continue to be attracted to Pepper Pike, it is
important to have outdoor opportunities for
people to walk and not be challenged on the
city’s major streets.

“Promoting safe pedestrian travel is impor-
tant,” he said. “My wife used to ride her horse
down Lander Road, but things change.”

Mr. Holbert will continue to work to usher
in new business — Target recently opened
along Chagrin Boulevard — and to embrace
future plans to widen the street within vil-
lage limits.

“I’'m trying to make Woodmere village a
destination location,” he said, “and do all 1
can to create an experience here.” =
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Chagrin Valley Rink is always ready to roll

By MICHELE COLLINS

hen Chagrin Valley Roller
Rink (CVRR) owner Al-
lyson Kindlesparker talks
about her “family” of em-
ployees, she means it.

As the owner of a roller rink that is open
year-round, she counts on her staff members
to help keep the rink going, just as she would
any member of her family.

The rink has been going since 1947, and
its current owner wants to keep the 75-year-
old business operating for many more years
to come.

Ms. Kindlesparker first came to the roller

rink at 2 years old to learn to skate. She has
been skating now for over 50 years, and is an
award-winning artistic dance skater as well
as teacher.

She said that the rink is her second home,
the place her parents met, and where she and
her husband literally raised her two children,
now 18 and 21. She has owned the rink since
2014, but has worked there since the 1980s.

But another family, the Lesners of Auburn
Township, consider CVRR their second
home as well. Four family members work or
have worked at the rink. Lisa Lesner, along
with her daughters Allie, age 20, and Jessie,
age 18, and her son, Aaron, age 15, all work
there now, although Allie works only when
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home from the University of Tulsa.

The youngest Lesner child, 10-year-old
Josie, is “in training,” according to her
mom. Josie plans to work at the roller rink as
soon as she is 15 years old.

“I will start on my 15th birthday,” said the
bubbly pre-teen.

Ms. Kindlesparker agrees that Josie is
next on her list to hire. She says the Lesner
family exudes all the important characteris-
tics of what makes a good employee in the
roller rink business.

“The Lesners are truly like family to me,”
she shared. “When I met their oldest, Allie,
she was so outgoing, and had such a great
personality, I asked to hire her. Then when
she started working, I asked if there were
any more siblings, and not only did I get the
second oldest, Jessie, I also got Lisa, their

Since then, the Lesner family encouraged
son, Aaron, who was a little more reluctant,
to try his hand at working at the rink. Now
he helps with the rink’s very large learn-to-
skate classes.

On a recent Wednesday, the Lesners were
in skates and literally ready to roll. The
learn-to-skate class for grades kindergarten
through fifth grade includes over 60 skaters.

The Lesners help the little ones with their
skates, they help them when they fall, and
they help them learn to love the sport of
roller skating.

Mrs. Lesner said one thing her children
have learned from working at the rink is that
hard work can pay off.

“My son, Aaron, saved up enough money
to buy and build a complete gaming station
and computer,” said Mrs. Lesner.

“And I saved up enough for my plane
ticket to Poland,” added Jessie, who plans to
visit Poland this summer to teach conversa-
tional English to students before she begins
college at the University of Cincinnati this
fall.

Josie can’t wait to start working and sav-
ing her money as well, following in the foot-
steps of her role models, her older siblings.

For their mom, coming to the rink also
means she gets to stay close with her chil-
dren.

Mrs. Lesner said she truly enjoys work-
ing and skating with her children, especially
now that they are teens.

The family spends New Year’s Eve at the
rink where Ms. Kindlesparker hosts an all-
day skate.

“It wouldn’t be New Years if we weren’t
at the rink,” said Mrs. Lesner, whose hus-
band, Thomas, a Solon Police officer, also
comes to the rink when he is not working.



“During the pandemic, we came and skat-
ed and sometimes, and it was just us, or like
10 or 12 people,” said Mrs. Lesner. “It made
us appreciate the former really busy days at
the rink. And now, we are all so happy to
be back teaching —now that the pandemic is
over.”

Ms. Kindlesparker said the pandemic “al-
most killed our business,” but thanks to her
loyal employees and “a good roofer,” she
kept the business, and the retro quonset hut-
style building that houses the roller rink in
good repair.

“We were closed for, like, 12 weeks, just
like other businesses, but when we reopened,
it took a long time for people to feel comfort-
able having parties and group events again,”
she shared.

But one silver lining of the pandemic
was that people started to roller skate again.
Many took up inline skating outdoors, espe-
cially in California, she said. At one point, it
was hard to find skates to purchase, because
the demand had increased so much.

At CVRR, patrons may rent both inline or
traditional roller skates. The rink has over

700 pairs of skates available to rent.
Chagrin Valley Roller Rink also offers
adult-only skate times on Wednesday morn-
ings, as well as group lessons for all ages on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Lesson sessions
are just six weeks long, so interested skaters

Discover the
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may sign up for lessons all year.

The goal of the Chagrin Valley Roller
Rink is to help people stay active and enjoy
an activity that is fun year-round and in any
weather, said Ms. Kindlesparker.

She is grateful to the many local recre-
ation departments that work with her to offer
lessons and camp programs at the roller rink.

“The community has always supported
us,” said Ms. Kindlesparker. “And I feel like
I can give back to those communities as well
by offering a family-friendly activity.”

A family-friendly activity that is taught
and monitored by the family of employees
who make Chagrin Valley Roller Rink feel
like a second home. =

The Lesner family, back row left
to right, Jessie, Lisa, and Aaron
and in front, Josie. Four of the
Lesner family members have
worked at Chagrin Valley Roller
Rink, and 10-year-old Josie can’t
wait to begin working when she
turns 15.
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Skating instructor Heather Luchin, of Solon, instructs her daughter Ariana, age 8, in the spin harness during
a figure skating practice session at The Pond in Chagrin Falls.

The Pond: not _just a

By MICHELE COLLINS

he Pond, the ice skating rink at 9999

E. Washington Street in Chagrin

Falls, is not just an ice rink anymore.

Owner Elisa Nash has trans-

formed the space into a destination

for family fun. Hosting everything from in-

door and outdoor soccer, lacrosse and base-

ball, to offering a place to practice hockey

shots, hit a baseball and practice skating

before getting on the ice, The Pond has non-
stop action both inside and out.

A newly added synthetic ice area is excel-
lent for teaching the youngest skaters, ac-
cording to Ms. Nash.

“By starting them on the smaller synthetic
ice surface, they are not overwhelmed by the
size of the ice rink, they are not cold, and it
is a great way for them to gain confidence
before going out on the rink,” she said.

That same surface doubles as a practice
area for young hockey players.

The full-size ice arena still offers ice time
seven days a week, with everything from tot
hockey up to adult hockey, and all levels of
learn-to-skate classes as well as private les-
sons for advanced figure skaters.
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Coach Matt Kolan of Soccer Shots collects soccer balls from the pre-
schoolers who participate in the soccer program held on The Pond’s
indoor turf field.

Public skating sessions are held every day.  to have a party,” she said. “It is an open area

But now, The Pond also appeals to those ~ where people can hold a soccer party, or a
who don’t skate, said Ms. Nash. kickball party or even a Nerf gun party.”

“Our upstairs ‘yard” offers a great place She said the space includes a sit-down



area to enjoy food and a cake.

Outside, the Pond has added Big Blue, a
full-size turf field. This field may be rented
by teams that want an additional practice
field, or need more convenient practice time
slots than they can get in their local recre-
ation leagues.

Even high schools have rented Big Blue
to hold early season practices, or to practice
indoors when grass fields are too wet.

“One thing we have learned about the ice
rink business is that it is a business with a

lot of overhead to keep the rink running,”
explained Ms. Nash, “so by adding oppor-
tunities for other activities within the same
space, we are helping our bottom line.”

The Nash family purchased the busi-
ness about 11 years ago. The family’s sons
worked at the rink originally, but now have
what Ms. Nash called “big boy jobs.”

“They are available on an as-needed basis,
however,” their mom laughed.

The family has made the indoor and turf field
updates over the last couple of years. But the

Nashes are not finished with the renovations.

“Phase two includes building a restaurant
that is glass-enclosed that faces the rink.
This will allow families to enjoy a meal, or a
cup of coffee, while watching hockey games
on the ice,” Ms. Nash said.

She said everyone at the rink is excited
about the prospect of a seating area that will
allow patrons to view the ice.

“I know Grandmas and Grandpas will
love it. Staying warm while watching the
game or ice show,” she said.

As the winter ends, one would think an ice
rink might have a bit of a slow-down in ac-
tivity. But at The Pond, summer means sum-
mer camps, when the rink is offering a full
slate of hockey and skating camps.

The Pond summer camps include use of
its hockey shot training area, and offer out-
door fun on the turf field for the campers. A
full arcade is available for play before and
after camps, or any other time kids visit.

Its all-activities-in-one location means kids
from surrounding counties come out to enjoy
the many amenities offered at The Pond.

It is also why so many kids tell their parents
to “just take me to The Pond” when asked
what they want to do that day, Ms. Nash says.

This something-for-everyone offering is
probably one of the reasons why the Nashes
chose the name for the rink’s new, improved
website: ilovethepond.com. =
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Chris Crimaldi,
pictured in his Glass
Asylum on West
Orange Street, also
termed the “hot shop”
Whas ‘expanded and
‘grown his business
over the past decade.
~His custom glass
. _designs are found
- locally and around

Glassmith Chris Crimaldi
Molds, expands Vvision

By SUE REID

ith two employees and a goal

to share glass and art with the

public, Chris Crimaldi began

his Glass Asylum a decade

ago and has been growing
exponentially ever since due to a culture rooted
in creativity and in mentoring others.

Glass blower Amanda Takacs, now 25, was
a student at Orange High School when she de-
cided to do her senior project at Mr. Crimaldi’s
West Orange Street studio. She knew she want-
ed to pursue some type of art-related field at
that time, but was not sure what area of focus.

“l ended up majoring in glass,” said Ms.
Takacs, who went on to earn her degree at the
Cleveland Institute of Art.

Thanks to the mentoring by Mr. Crimaldi,
and with a growing fascination of the versatil-
ity of glass, Ms. Takacs is among the shop’s 14
employees, who function as a family unit.
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Mr. Crimaldi, Glass Asylum owner and
founder, said his original goal from as far back
as the studio’s roots in 2013 was to create a
place that was not only interactive, but a space
that would provide an avenue for glass artists
to discover their paths — and to make a living
doing it.

To that end, many have had their first op-
portunity to blow glass at his studio.

“Chris mentors people who are trying to find
a path in life and who have never blown glass
before,” Jodie Jacobson, operations manager
for Glass Asylum, said. “He has turned many
of them into successful glass artists.”

Mr. Crimaldi’s own path to the craft that
has earned him both national and international
attention began as a hobby for the Lyndhurst
resident and electrician.

“I fell in love with it,”” Mr. Crimaldi, a 1991
graduate of Solon High School, said.

In 2010, he purchased the studio where he

learned his craft before starting Glass Asylum
in 2013 and moving to the village alongside M
Italian.

There in the studio — also termed the “hot
shop” — he draws customers locally and from
all over the country.

While he still remains fascinated by the craft
of glass blowing, Mr. Crimaldi is immersed in
the business aspect of Glass Asylum.

In September, he plans to add a showroom
in Bainbridge Township as well as a new ven-
ture, Chris Crimaldi Designs, as the overarch-
ing brand.

Mr. Crimaldi acknowledges that growing
the business is a “big step.”

“The growth this year and what we will at-
tempt is a big step and a good step for the fu-
ture,” he added. “Hopefully it gives us more of
an outlet and establishes us even further.”

His new private and innovative space slated
to open on Chagrin Road, just steps from Cha-



grin Falls, will be home to everything from
classes and events to an overflow glass work-
shop and studio.

As part of the growth linked to his 10-year
anniversary in business, Chris Crimaldi De-
signs will take over the family electrical busi-
ness, Crimaldi & Son, Inc., he has with his
father, Gary.

“We will be creating an event space here,”
Mr. Crimaldi, 50, said, describing it as a venue
for public and private events. Its lighting show-
room carries many of his own designs.

Those designs are commissioned locally
and around the world. He has shipped his
wall sconces to Ireland and pendant lights to
the Virgin Islands, and created one-of-a-kind
installations, most recently at the Cleveland
Botanical Gardens.

Locally throughout the Chagrin Valley, his
glass is prominent in all of the Burntwood tav-
erns, M Italian, in Cork and Bottle in Mayfield,
as well as other restaurants, hotels and event
centers.

“I'm still fascinated by the craft,” Mr.
Crimaldi said, despite the demands on his
time. “There are so many avenues to explore
in glass. We have only touched very little of
what we can actually do with glass from our
standpoint.”

Mr. Crimaldi prides himself in the array of
creations his studio can deliver. He is able to
meet just about any request.

“We let the clientele determine a lot of it,”
Mr. Crimaldi said. “When someone once re-
quested a turtle, we figured out how to make
a turtle.”

Syrup for a 12-foot waffle? The studio did
that, too.

Mr. Crimaldi’s glass creations also play
a part in Chagrin Falls’ traditions, including
ducks for the Chamber of Commerce’s annual
duck race, and custom Oscars and popcorn for
other events, including the Chagrin Documen-
tary Film Fest.

When it comes to glass-blowing, he said the
process is “probably the best part.”

The process involves the challenge of get-
ting there, the trouble shooting through it,

Unique Personal Arusanal

A dedicated staff at Glass Asylum collaborates and creates on a
regular basis, bringing ideas to life within the West Orange Street “hot
shop.” Some members include (from left) Dominic Bender, founder
Chris Grimaldi with his dogs Milo and Millie, Dean Wherenberg and

Jodie Jacobson.

hand-eye coordination and improvisation.

“There are basic steps, then you improvise
within those steps,” Mr. Crimaldi explained.

There’s also an immediacy to glass blowing,
and a skill, Mr. Crimaldi added.

“This is a really hard art form and not some-
thing you can do at home in your basement,”
he said.

In the Chagrin Falls studio, glass blowing
is taught through a variety of programming,
with many area school students and groups
taking part along with visitors from around
the country.

“We try to make the experience as inter-
active as possible,” Mr. Crimaldi said. “You
want to give them an appreciation of the art,
as well as tell them about Chagrin Falls, too,
and what a great town it is. I want to make
sure they have a really great, fun experience
and learn a little bit.”

He also wants them to walk away with
something unique that they made on their own.

“We have made 7,000 cups, but very few

Ohio Themed Gifts

loclebox.com | 216-870-1365 | hi@loclebox.com |
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look exactly alike,” he noted.

Mr. Crimaldi’s ongoing goal is to have a
business model that works the best and a staff
that grows with him.

His dedicated staff enjoys sitting together,
planning out all the requests and commissions
that come his way.

“We have grown so much,” Mr. Crimaldi
said.

“We all grow together,” Ms. Jacobson add-
ed. “It’s been a grow-together thing.”

Mr. Crimaldi credits this staff -- “the best
staff around,” he said -- for the growth of his
business.

“I have been in the right place at the right
time, made the right decisions and been sur-
rounded by good people,” he said.

A true visionary, he also admits that Glass
Asylum’s path was unexpected.

“I thought I was going to have a place to
make some lights, keep being an electrician
and make some cool art,” Mr. Crimaldi said.
“I am blessed, and I’m always having fun.” =

m'!
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special gift! Hand-written notecard
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Brothers Mike and
Jack Arra, along with
a dedicated staff, are
constantly evolving
when it comes to the
services they provide.
The business on Bell
Street is the longest
operating beauty
salon in the village.

A Tamily hair affair

Arra Hair Salon
celebrates 53 years

By SUE REID

n nearly 4,500 square feet on Bell Street,
near the corner of Philomethian Street, a
village institution rooted in family — and
in beauty — finds its home.

It was in 1970 that the late Michael Arra,
along with his brother Jack, would open Arra
Hair Salon in the village, following an un-
common path for men in that day, sons of the
same names — Mike and Jack— explained.

“Male hairdressers were few and far be-
tween,” Mike, 65, and of Russell, said.
The late Mr. Arra had initially opened the
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shop outside of the village in 1968, at May-
field and Brainard roads, prior to moving it
to Chagrin Falls two years later, making it
the longest continually operating hair salon
in town at 53 years. Only the former Mario’s
salon was open a year before.

“When we started, roller sets were mostly
all they did,” Mike recalled. Women even-
tually came into the salon weekly for blow
drys, something his father’s shop was ahead
of the times.

“A haircut was more important than the
style at that time,” Mike continued.

Mike and Jack, who grew up in Maple
Heights before moving with their family to
Coy Lane in Chagrin Falls and graduating
from West Geauga High School, watched
their teachers come into the salon, as well as
generations of men and women.

“It was always so great to see everyone,”
Jack, 56, said.

Despite time spent in the salon, the broth-
ers didn’t see themselves following in their
father’s footsteps at first. Mike was initially
interested in cabinet-making and Jack was
considering a career as a chef.

“My father told me that, before I went off
to college at 18, he was going to send me to
beauty school,” Mike recalled, “and then I
would be ready for work.”

Jack said with a laugh that he quickly
came to realize as he started to pursue res-
taurant jobs that he had the choice to work
with beautiful women or a dishwasher. He
also wished to emulate his older brother, he
added, who became a partner in the business
following beauty school.

At that time, their father had two salons,



one at Eastgate and the Chagrin Falls loca-
tion. In 1984, he added a third location at the
Great Northern Mall.

There were other locations, including in
Hudson, but coming together in the business,
Mike and Jack realized they didn’t want to
spread themselves too thin with over 100
employees across three salons. They eventu-
ally merged the Mayfield location into Cha-
grin in 2000 upon their parents’ retirement.

“Mike and I evolved it into what it is to-
day,” Jack said, “and started to think about
what is our next move.”

When their father purchased the business,
it was one-quarter of the size it is now, with
the brothers expanding it in 2000.

The Arra brothers would continue to not
only grow the business but create a culture,
always sticking to lessons instilled in them by
their father, who died in 2020 at the age of 85.

“The customer is always right,” Jack said
of one of the lessons.

It was also important to always serve the
clients’ particular needs when it comes to
their hair, he said.

“We try to stay educated on what is going
on and try to be ahead of it,” Mike contin-
ued. “There’s a lot of salons and lots of hair-
dressers” so they need to stand apart.

“You have to always do what (other sa-
lons) are not doing,” Mike said.

The Arras pride themselves on being a
family business. Mike’s wife, Diana, is one
of the hairstylists among the 31 employees.
She interviewed for the job with the late Mr.
Arra and started at the salon in 1978. Mike’s
daughter, Michelle Arra, also does hair there.

“We build a culture here,” Jack said, “that
is always revolved around a family atmo-
sphere.”

HOTEL -
ME INDIGO =

SUITEE BY WILTON

Clarion

ama Schoice

Beachwood, Ohio | Contact Sales 216.454.8000

The brothers give their stylists the support
and tools they need to be successful, they
noted.

“Most hairstylists are no longer doing hair
two years after they graduate from beauty
school,” Jack said, “and we are not comfort-
able with that number.”

The brothers offer support to their staff to
grow in their careers and make a comfort-
able living, they said.

Both Mike and Jack are also still behind
the chair themselves.

“The speed of the leaders determine the
pace of the pack,” Jack said. “We are behind
the chair and in the same trenches. We don’t
walk in and then leave.”

“I still love doing hair,” added Mike, a fa-
ther of two and grandfather of three, whose
transformations he makes in people’s lives
provides continued satisfaction.

“It’s one of the only things in life that is
instant gratification,” Jack added. “By the
time they leave, their whole personality
changes.”

The salon features a full spa that offers
micro-blading, non-surgical face lifts, per-
manent make up, facials and generations of
clients.

“I did their first haircut and now I’'m cut-
ting their kids” hair,” Jack said.

The brothers also pride themselves on the
longevity of their employees.

“We have probably given out eight 20-
year watches,” Mike said, a tradition at the
salons’ annual Christmas party at the Hill-
brook Club.

Arra Hair Salon and Spa has also hosted
pre-pandemic an annual Blossom Time party
in their parking lot, and puts on a clam bake
each year with the team, which gets together

regularly outside of work.

“Most of our team does day-to-day stuff
with each other,” Mike said. “It’s pretty cool
to watch someone start here and become part
of our team.”

“We don’t have a lot of egos here,” Jack
added. “A family becomes a family.”

The atmosphere they created is one their
father was proud of, the brothers said.

“He was very proud,” Mike said. “When
he retired, he would come in once a week
and have a cup of coffee with everybody.”

The salon, which specializes in color and
corrective color and features a boutique with
clothing and jewelry, also does some of the
best hair extensions out there, Jack, a father
of three, said proudly.

“We address all the needs of the client
and their challenges, and come up with solu-
tions,” Jack said.

Their success is word-of-mouth and due
in large part to the relationships they have
formed along the way.

“We know everybody by name,” Jack said.

“I can honesty say our team makes us who
we are here,” Mike added.

“We are a 53-year-old salon that has al-
ways evolved,” Jack said, “and are not the
ma-and-pa salon anymore. We keep recreat-
ing ourselves.”

The brothers say they have no regrets of
the path they chose and remain as close as
they always have been.

“He bothered me when I was 9 and when
I was probably 17,” Mike said with a laugh.
“We live a mile from each other and are best
friends.”

“I still look forward to going to work each
day,” Jack added. “We love doing hair now
as much as we did at the start.”s
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The Chagrin Valley Is like no other

AUBURN TOWNSHIP

Year established: 1817
Population: 6,518
Size: 25 square miles

S imple pleasures provide the attractions
of'the rural and bucolic settings of scenic
Auburn Township.

LaDue Reservoir with its shimmering wa-
ters is a central attraction and asset in Auburn.
The reservoir provides water for the city of
Akron, but it’s a recreation magnet for anglers,
boaters and those who enjoy the outdoors.

Auburn Marsh, 462 state-owned acres along
Auburn Road, is a favorite site for hunting.

Beyond the waters and marshes, farms dot
the landscape, with new home communities on
large lots sprouting around them. Auburn has
been the fastest-growing township in Geau-
ga County for several years, yet it retains its
country appeal. Farmers still engage in dairy,
organic and other types of farming.

One of the older communities within the
township is Taborville. It was established in
the 1920s as a DTJ summer community by a
Czech group from Cleveland for gymnastic
training and exhibitions. DTJ, is a translation
of “Workers Gymnastics Union.” DTJs were

~5
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international organizations, part of the Labor
Movement, dedicated to youth training. They
were founded in Prague in 1897.

At the southwest corner of the township is the
Geauga Park District’s Beartown Lakes Reser-
vation. The park encompasses land in Auburn
and Bainbridge townships and features walking
trails, a lake for fishing and a picnic pavilion.

The first house in the township was built in
1815 by Bildad Bradley, who came from Massa-
chusetts with other pioneers to brave the wilder-
ness in the southwest corner of Geauga County.

Many people are unaware that the Leader
tractor was developed in the 1940s by town-
ship residents Lewis Brockway and son Walter.
They later developed the Brockway tractor.

Through the years, Auburn has developed
a busy industrial area on Munn Road. The
Route 422 interchange at Ravenna Road
(Route 44) provides immediate access to
places west and east.

BAINBRIDGE

Year established: 1817

Population: 11,482

Size: 25 square miles

D iversity characterizes this bustling town-
ship in Geauga County. From farms to

fedei'ated
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shopping centers and friendly neighborhoods,
the township offers something for everyone.

Its rich heritage and culture shines through
in the township’s Heritage Park at the town
center on Chillicothe Road (Route 306).

Welcome signs at the main entrances to
the township display the township flower,
the tuberous begonia. It was brought here by
Carlton Lowe from Belgium when he was a
World War I soldier.

Mr. Lowe was fascinated by the fields of
begonias he saw in Belgium, so the farmer
sent him some seeds which he cultivated.
Because of his efforts, the tuberous begonia
is grown throughout the country. His legacy
is Lowe’s Greenhouse.

The township’s first pioneer family and
residents, the McConougheys, arrived in
1811. The township had a population of 72
when it was established in 1817.

There is no lack of activities to do in the
township. Golfers visit Tanglewood Golf
Course and the Golf Dome, where everyone
can practice their swings. Chagrin Valley
Athletic Club and the Wembley Club pro-
vide tennis and swimming.

Those who enjoy the outdoors can hike, jog
and watch nature at the Geauga Park District’s
Frohring Meadows and at Bear Town Lake, also
iin Auburn Township, as well as Centerville Mills
Park, where a waterfall is a main attraction.

The township’s busy commercial areas
are centered at East Washington Street and
Chillicothe Road (Route 306), at the Route
422 interchange, and at a shopping center on
Aurora Road (Route 43).

BENTLEYVILLE

Year established: 1829
Population: 886
Size: 2.6 square miles

his green and rolling hamlet is known
throughout the region for its collection of
distinctive homes and verdant neighborhoods.

Bentleyville is governed by a mayor and a
six-person council and operates its own police
and service departments. A dedicated resident
volunteer base sees to a variety of beautifica-
tion projects, including management of a vil-
lage park at Liberty and Solon roads, seasonal
planting and holiday decorating.

The modern, yet classically designed, village
hall at River and Solon roads mirrors the town’s
single church, St. Martin’s Episcopal, across the
street. This highly desirable residential commu-
nity has no commercial development.

Bentleyville also contains a large portion
of the Cleveland Metroparks South Chagrin
Reservation, which draws visitors to the vil-
lage on a daily basis.

Unmatched in natural beauty, the reservation



offers hikers, cyclists and cross-country skiers
some of the best trails around. Bentleyville’s
parks within the reservation offer views of
magnificent bluffs, streams, slate riverbeds and
include a fitness trail and an arboretum.

The reservation’s famous, vintage stone
shelter-house is a prime picnic area. The rus-
tic Look About Lodge, nestled in the woods,
is used for gatherings of all kinds.

The area is within an easy drive or stroll of
the village’s two main thoroughfares, Solon
and Miles roads.

Perhaps most distinctive among Bent-
leyville’s scenic beauties is Squaw Rock.
Its main feature, from which the area gets ts
name, is a large stone relief sculpture carved
into the side of a cliff. The scene is said to
depict the demise of the Native American.
Its creator was blacksmith and artist Henry
Church Jr., one of the area’s earliest pioneers.

CHAGRIN FALLS

Year established: 1844
Population: 4,129
Size: 2.1 square miles

Ariver runs through it and the waterfall
in the center of its old-time downtown
make historic Chagrin Falls a destination for
sightseers, those looking for an all-inclusive
day trip, perhaps an extended visit or a safe
place to raise a family.

The village of just more than 4,000, how-
ever, doesn’t live by its physical beauty alone,
nor by its manicured parks and pocket vista

overlooking the river that takes its name of the
“high falls” as historians refer to the town’s
natural wonder. Chagrin Falls lives by what it
offers its visitors and the people who live there.

The village offers some of the finest dining
and shopping in the region. With just a few ex-
ceptions, the businesses that thrive in the village
are owner-operated. Residents stay and visitors
return again and again to this community due to
its one-of-a-kind shops filled with unique mer-
chandise and choice of dining experiences.

Anyone can experience a variety of cultural
events year-round, including visiting Chau-
tauqua Institution programs during summer
months, concerts in the park, art galleries, an
open-air art festival and live theater, dance and
musical events staged throughout the year.

Early spring brings the annual Blossom Time
Festival to downtown. The four-day event fea-
tures all the classic carnival experiences: food,
music, entertainment, games for the kids, a walk
and run for all ages and a parade.

Summer Sundays are farmers’ market days
downtown. In early October, the village is the
epicenter of the award-winning Chagrin Docu-
mentary Film Festival. During winter months
and the holidays, the town is alive with a light-
ing display that turns the village into a warm
and inviting wonderland. The town is also
home to the well-known Chagrin Valley Little
Theatre, in existence since 1930 and one of the
oldest community theaters in the U.S.

Chagrin Falls is what some call the home
town in which they wished they had grown

When it comes to memory care

EXPERIENCE MAKES

A DIFFERENCE

up. Beyond its downtown and full schedule
of year-round culture, fun and activities are
tree-lined, close-knit neighborhoods high-
lighted by well-maintained historic homes
dating to the town’s beginnings.

In Chagrin Falls, the past and the present co-
exist comfortably. The history of Chagrin Falls
is archived by the Chagrin Falls Historical So-
ciety museum. Volunteer historians also offer
programming on subjects of historic interest
for children and adults. The historical society
publishes a series of local interest books.

Chagrin Falls Village operates police, fire, wa-
ter, streets, service and water departments, which
are overseen by a mayor and seven council mem-
bers. Because the village is located within Cha-
grin Falls Township, village residents also have a
three-trustee board representing them.

Trustees also maintain the historic Town
Hall on North Main Street, a public space
leased for classes, meetings and private parties.

Chagrin Falls School District serves the vil-
lage and several surrounding communities with
a K-12 program. The district is consistently
rated at the top of premiere schools nationally.

GATES MILLS

Year established: 1920
Population: 2,248
Size: 9.1 square miles

n enclave of tranquility and natural
beauty, the village is designated as a

Continued on page 38

A CLEAR DIFFERENCE

Over 25 years ago, Arden Courts pioneered research on a residential environment which

provides specialized care for persons living with memory loss. Our purposeful design

promotes opportunities for residents to engage with one another, their families and staff.

Person-centered care provided in our safe community gives families the peace of mind

they deserve.

IT DOESN'T STOP THERE

Our ongoing commitment to staff education and training has kept us at the forefront

of delivering the latest dementia caregiving techniques. Let Arden Courts ProMedica

Memory Care’s dedicated and knowledgeable staff create a safe, engaging and caring

environment for your loved one.

To Schedule your tour or to receive a complimentary caregiver Tip Book, contact

Lori Scarsella at 440-543-6766.

Arden Courts. Often imitated, never duplicated.

=

s © 2023 ProMedica Health System, Inc., or its affiliates

For over 25 years,

Arden Courts has cared for

individuals living with many
different types of dementia.

Visit Arden Courts today
to see why our experience
makes a difference.

<( ARDEN COURTS
PROMEDICA MEMORY CARE

8100 East Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023

440-543-6766

ChagrinFallsArdenCourtspromedica.org
arden-courts.org/chagrinfalls
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THE PLACE
10 GO WHEN
YOU WANT

From the best restaurants to the best shopping,
fine arts to fitness centers, if you are looking
for information on anything and everything
that is happening in the Chagrin Valley, you
can find it all at the Chagrin Valley Chamber
of Commerce. With over 500 members, the
Chamber has its finger on the pulse of the
entire Chagrin Valley. We know what is
going on, when it is happening and why
you should be there.

Chagrin Valley

__Chamber of Commerce
Established 1943
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Continued from page 35

bird sanctuary. With the meandering Chagrin
River running through the village and its
downtown area -- steeped in history and tra-
ditional Greek Revival architecture — Gates
Mills is reminiscent of a New England town.

Rolling acres, forest and scenic vistas are
prime attractions in this quiet Western Re-
serve hamlet which remarkably has easy ac-

cess to Interstate 271.

Visitors who are in the know don’t need to
drive to New England to enjoy the gorgeous fall
foliage, which is most beguiling from the walk-
ing bridge that stretches across the river. There’s
a small downtown with a charming library, a
post office, a restaurant and retail shops.

‘Wander the trails in the picturesque arboretum
located on the banks of the river, a project planned

Home & auto. Bundle & save.

Call me for a quote.

o StateFarm'

Marilyn R. Anderson
Agent

28299 Miles Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-2140

Bus: 440-248-4474

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

www.statefarm.com/agent/us/oh/chag

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Imagine Life Without
Chronic Pain

“There are no words for my
gratitude for (Dr. Delzell)! She
found issues no one else found on
imaging. I've been in debilitating
pain for a year and a half and she
has helped figure out a piece of
the puzzle.”

Dr. Patricia Delzell, MD

Advanced Musculoskeletal
Medicine Consultants, Inc.

To make your appointment,

call 440-557-5011!
https://www.advancedmmc.com/contact

( AMMC )

Harnessing the Power

- of Musculoskeletal
Ultrasound. Healing Through
Integrative Pain Medicine.

v

FREE ON-SITE

CONSULTATIONS 4

¢ Algae & Weed Coniroi

* Floating Fountains & Aeration

* Metal Craft Dock Syster

¢ Fish Stocking Programs: .

¢ Lake Studies
* Watergardens

¢ Enjoy your lake or B
Ao on s
800.689.LAKE | aqmdocmc com | mf‘o docine o
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and maintained by the active village garden club.

The historic Chagrin Valley Hunt Club
polo field hearkens back to an age of tradition
and grace. In the mornings, the well-behaved
foxhounds that stay in a pack take their morn-
ing walk on the quaint streets of the village.

The old Livery Tavern, which at one time
was a stable and a feed store, became a gro-
cery, a tavern and a sundries store. Today, it
houses small businesses and offices.

Civic engagement is at the heart of this
community with a plethora of community
organizations, including the award-winning
garden club, the community club -- a la-
dies’ volunteer group that has published
the village’s “Pink Sheet” since 1947 — the
improvement society, the land conservancy
organization and the Gates Mills Players
community theater group, to name a few.

HUNTING VALLEY

Year established: 1924
Population: 766
Size: 8 square miles

|_ egendary aviator Charles Lindberg land-
ed his plane at David Ingall’s landing
strip back in the 1920s in the heart of this
village of grand country estates and horse
farms. Rolling hills, rich forest land, fields
of wildflowers, wetlands and river gorges re-
main in this unspoiled, peaceful haven.

In the deep of the Chagrin River Valley, the
village has been home to some of Cleveland’s
most prominent families who developed
picturesque estates that remain whole today.
Partnering with nonprofit organizations, and
using its resources, Hunting Valley has seen
to it that this pristine area remains preserved.

As an example of its commitment, Hunt-
ing Valley partnered with private investors
and the Western Reserve Land Conservancy
to preserve hundreds of acres where, in the
golden age, the former stables at Halfred
Farms featured a polo field, an arena, 40
stalls, a dairy, a greenhouse, a kennel hous-
ing Norwegian wolf hounds and a racetrack.
Through the partnership, an equestrian cen-
ter, White North Stables, was born.

Part of the award-winning Orange School
District, the village is home to University
School, a private college-preparatory boys
school that has received numerous accolades.

French fur traders discovered the area in
the late 17th century. Through the years,
Hunting Valley has maintained its natural
beauty in its efforts to preserve the past.

MORELAND HILLS
Year established: 1929
Population: 3,425
Size: 7.23 square miles
he timeless equestrian sport of polo is played
on Cleveland Metroparks’ Polo Field across
from another jewel in the village. Forest Ridge



Preserve is the 135-acre home to more than 150
species of plants and 68 species of birds, as well
as upwards of five miles of hiking trails.

Spectacular views from contemporary and
traditional homes perched on hills reveal the
Chagrin River, deep ravines, streams, lush
woods and marshland.

Just a stone’s throw away from this quiet
and serene community with two-plus-acre
residential lots is a bustling corner of excep-
tional high-end shops and restaurants.

Moreland Hills is part of the award-win-
ning Orange School District.

The village is the birthplace of President
James A. Garfield. A memorial cabin com-
memorating his birth in 1880 on the village
hall campus draws visitors interested in
American history.

Hiram House Camp, the oldest camp in
Ohio and one of the earliest camps in the
country, is on 172 pristine acres and offers
year-round camps and activities.

In 2012, the Western Reserve Land Con-
servancy embarked on a partnership with the
village to preserve Forest Ridge Preserve on
Chagrin River Road and built its dazzling
headquarters next to the park. The organization
worked to restore and recycle a 5,000-square-
foot century home and built an 11,000-square-
foot environmentally responsible addition.

Chagrin Valley Country Club, with a lush
golf course and Western Reserve architec-
ture, is another jewel in the village’s crown.

NEWBURY TOWNSHIP

Year established: 1817
Population: 5,568
Size: 25 square miles

riving down Newbury’s central corri-

dor of Kinsman Road (Route §87), many
people might be surprised by the diverse and
vibrant light-industrial development in the
township. It is testimony to the township’s
brisk economic activities and attraction to
businesses, including landscaping and con-
struction offerings.

Newbury’s commercial center, known as
Newbury Center, is at Auburn and Kinsman
(Route 87) roads, with Newbury School
District and the town hall nearby. St. Helen
School also is in the township.

Close to the center is the township’s 88-
acre Oberland Park, which features hiking
trails for those who like to get outdoors.

The township’s first permanent settler was
thought to be Lemuel Punderson in 1810. By
1817, there were 27 taxpayers living in Newbury,
which also had a South and North Newbury.

One of its historic places is Union Chapel,
built in 1856 and dedicated to free speech
by President James A. Garfield. It served as
a community center and was used for many
purposes over the years.

Continued on page 40
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College Planning Made Simple

Planning for college is a complex, multi-year process.
It's hard to know where to begin. We serve families
with students in 8th to 12th grade.

1:1College Planning Services

« Developing a College List

« Visiting Colleges
«Improving Grades

« ACT / SAT / PSAT Test Prep
« Upgrading Your Resume

« Crafting College Essays

< Managing Applications & Deadlines
« Exploring Scholarship Opportunities
« Pursuing Financial Aid (FAFSA)

« Transitioning to College

Schedule a free consultation today!
class101.com/clevelandohsoutheast
azahuranec@class10l.com @y
216-404-7777 i

Empower Students
Serve Families
Inspire Greatness

EMPOWER - Serve -Figpite

CLASS 101

College Planning

Jason Lawe
Co-Founder | CEO -
440.561 2

Jason@Mobius) ourneys.com
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Maobius Journeys is a full-service travel management
company catering to busy families and executives.
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The two main state arteries (the second
is Ravenna Road or Route 44) provide easy
access to points north, south, east and west.
Popular restaurants are readily available to
complement the Sharon James Cellars win-
ery at 11303 Kinsman with a wine-tasting
room, an outdoor patio and a wine bar.

A prominent addition to the township is
the Habitat for Humanity of Geauga County’s
ReStore, which offers used items for sale.

The township has a rural charm, as well.
Scenery features farms, including horse and
dairy operations, and meadows and woodlands.

Those looking for some adventure and a get-
away may stop in at Punderson State Park, 11755
Kinsman, and enjoy hiking, golfing, swimming,
boating, fishing and picnicking. One of the area’s
best sledding hills awaits winter snow.

The state park’s campground is open year-
round. The English Tudor-style Punderson
Manor Lodge and Conference Center offers
golf, dining and overnight accommodations
in the lodge or cabins. The township is also
home to Camp Ho Mita Koda, a summer
camp for diabetic children, started in 1930.

ORANGE

Year established: 1929
Population: 3,428
Size: 3.82 square miles

R eferred to as a “community for all gen-
erations,” Orange village offers a variety
of housing options, active parks and bustling
shopping areas.

Families with children enjoy the commu-
nity park, which features a gazebo for eve-
ning concerts, playing fields, trails, a play-
ground, sand volleyball and a putting green.

Several hotels, restaurants and other busi-
nesses, as well as Beechmont Country Club,
are in the village business district. Pinecrest,
a mixed-use development, is off the Harvard
Road exit off Interstate 271.

Originally part of Orange Township, the
area was settled in 1815 and included Hunt-
ing Valley, Moreland Hills, Pepper Pike and
Woodmere. All five communities are part of
the award-winning Orange School District,
which has an active community and recre-
ational department and senior center.

The village is home to several churches as
well as Temple Emanu EL

The name “Orange” was chosen because
some of the early settlers had come from
Orange, Conn. Established as a township
in 1820 with a strong agricultural base, the
area later was divided into five communities
when prominent Clevelanders Otis P. and
Mantis J. Van Sweringen wanted to develop
farmland east of Cleveland to the Chagrin
River. Due to a population boom, a desire for
separate governmental representation led to
the creation of various communities.

440-708-1855

9 info@stjohnfh.com
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PEPPER PIKE

Year established: 1924
Population: 6,830
Size: 7.5 square miles

outed as “close to everything,” Pepper Pike
has easy access to Interstate 271 and at the
same time, exudes a sense of country living.

A progressive city, where nearly two-
thirds of the residents recycle, Pepper Pike is
one of the greenest places in greater Cleve-
land. It has been recognized by the National
Arbor Foundation for its commitment to
planting and preserving trees.

Boasting a city park, manicured lawns,
upscale shopping and two country clubs,
Pepper Pike Club and The Country Club,
residents enjoy a variety of amenities.

Home to the top-ranked Orange School
District, the city also boasts several private
schools, a senior center, churches and Park
Synagogue, one of the country’s largest con-
servative Jewish congregations.

From traditional to modern, Pepper Pike is
a blend of housing styles on one-plus-acre lots.

This close-knit community boasts a com-
munity band, an annual ice-cream social and
health and wellness events. The Pepper Pike
Civic League, founded in 1957, serves as an
advocate for good government.

The city has a strong Municipal Emer-
gency Response Corps, comprised of safety
officers and residents. The popular citizen’s
police academy was designed to educate
residents on safety issues.

Landerwood Plaza is a place where neigh-
bors congregate. Built in 1960, the shopping
district boasts Heinen’s, a family-owned
Cleveland grocery chain, as well as a toy
shop, a hardware store, upscale clothing
stores, jewelry, salons, offices and more.

RUSSELL

Year established: 1827
Population. 5,215
Size: 19.2 square miles

hile known by many as Russell Town-
ship, some also know it as Novelty, the
name of its post office.

A first impression of Russell is one of open
spaces and woodlands, interspersed with resi-
dential communities on spacious lots.

That is just how residents like it. They have
historically fought for, defended and supported its
large-lot zoning and rural character. Commercial
activities are kept to a minimum by design.

Sitting at the official town center at Kins-
man (Route 87) and Chillicothe (Route 306)
roads is its historic town hall. Nearby, are the
modern police and fire departments where
the old Russell School once stood.

Perhaps the most well-known landmark in
Russell is the headquarters of ASM Interna-
tional, formerly the Society for Metals. Its
giant geodesic dome is set in rolling hills and



surrounded by trees.

Another much-visited site is the Club at
Hillbrook that was developed by the late Ed-
mund S. Burke as a 40-room Tudor mansion.
It’s surrounded by homes in Hillbrook Estates.

Fairmount Center for the Arts is a popular
gathering place for those fascinated by the
arts and dance.

Adventure awaits those who visit the
Geauga Park District’s West Woods. The pop-
ular attraction features spectacular scenery,
a nature center and trails that lead to Ansel’s
Caves, featuring stunning rock outcroppings.

The first settlers in the area were Gideon
Russell and his family in 1818. The Telling
Belle Vernon farm operated for many years,
providing milk to the greater Cleveland area.
A few of its structures remain.

While most students attend West Geauga
School District, a small portion of the town-
ship is in the Chagrin Falls School District.
Laurel School, a private school for girls, has
its Butler Campus on Fairmount Road.

SOUTH RUSSELL

Year established: 1923
Population: 3,972
Size: 5 square miles

D escribed as a great place to live and
raise a family, the village is a jewel in
the Chagrin Valley.
Focus of activities is South Russell Vil-
lage Park, site of the annual fall festival.
Nestled between Russell and Bainbridge

townships, South Russell was originally the
southern portion of Russell Township.

In the 1900s, when each community had
its own school, school centralization was
discussed and bitterly disputed, according to
historians Pand and Phillip Wayne Hosmer.

This led South Russell Village, incorpo-
rated in 1923, to break away from the town-
ship. The village was granted its request to
become a part of the centralized Chagrin
Falls School District, allowing South Russell
students to start attending the Chagrin Falls
schools in 1926. Gurney School was built in
the village in 1966 on Bell Road.

The South Russell Cemetery on Bell Road
was the first in the area, starting with a half-
acre purchased in 1849 and enlarged in 1863.

The village center at Bell and Chilli-
cothe (Route 306) roads once was known as
Soule’s Corners, named after three brothers
who settled Russell in 1839.

The village park on Bell Road is a center
of recreation for walking, nature observation
and picnics. The interurban rail line once ran
through the village as the route to Hiram and
Garretsville went through what are now the
park and former Muggleton Farm. Remains
of the line are visible at the park.

Commercial and some industrial devel-
opment are on East Washington Street. The
Cleveland Clinic’s Chagrin Falls Family
Medical Center is one of the larger presences
on that strip of roadway.

During the summer, the Geauga Fresh
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Famer’s Market, located in the Village Hall
parking lot, is a major attraction to visitors.

WOODMERE

Year established: 1944
Population: 635
Size: 0.33 square miles
uxury shopping and dining are the hall-
marks of Woodmere, the “Gateway to the
Chagrin Valley.” Just a stone’s throw away
from the bustling Chagrin Boulevard are
side streets lined with trees, single-family
houses and apartment complexes that are
home to a diverse cross-section of residents.

Along with more than 300 businesses in
the village, there is easy access to Interstate
271 and a short ride to downtown Cleveland.

Eton Chagrin Boulevard, a village-like pla-
za of high-end restaurants and shops, is a per-
fect place to watch people. Beautifully land-
scaped, the gardens in the spring and summer
are stunning. Visitors often take respite in one
of the many comfortable seating areas.

Part of the top-rated Orange School District,
Woodmere village is home to residents who
share a keen sense of community, with genera-
tions of families maintaining their roots there.

Woodmere originally was part of Orange
Township, along with Moreland Hills, Or-
ange and Pepper Pike.

-

NEIGHBORS ~£44

2023-24 Chagrin Valley Magazine 41



VALLE

Subscribe today to get all the news
in your community.
Ands g

Tl _— — I~ E ? !* 4
Go to chagrinvalleytoday.com or —
currentsneo.com to subscribe ———

Call 440.247.5335 t0 advertise




Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Service that’s
as elevated as

your standards.

Karen Eagle THE

216.352.4700  karen eagle

kareneagle.com GROUP



C RO UP

creating great guest experiences

0 000 B Eurntwooéi _
[ avern ] Y [
INN OF CHAGRIN A 88( MY

pub | tavern | grille

GLENEAGLES

EVENTS \FRA\




