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by Emma Gadeski
Herald reporter

Harrison Avenue trans-

formed into a snow-packed 

course March 4 and 5, 

complete with jumps and sets 

of rings for skiers to navigate 

as they flew down the avenue 

pulled by horses itching to get 

going at the starting line, all 

for the 75th annual Leadville 

Ski Joring event. 

Locals and visitors showed 

up in droves, packing the 

streets for the biggest Saturday 

turnout event organizer Duffy 

Counsel had ever seen. “I’m 

not sure how we’ll top it,” said 

Counsel, estimating well over 

5,000 people showed up to 

cheer both skiers and jockeys 

along. 

Longtime rider and champion 

Savannah McCarthy, horse 

Money and skier Cody Ehlen-

feldt took first place in the 1d 

Division with a total time of 

15.71 seconds. 

Rider Jed Moore, skier Kevin 

Wilder and horse Zombie took 

second place, finishing with a 

total time of 16.33. 

Rider Michael Miller and 

skier Harry Maniloff took 

third with Jackie B. for a time 

of 16.33. 

In addition to hosting these 

skilled racers, Cloud City 

also welcome members of the 

armed forces, some of whom 

performed flyovers over the 

avenue.

“The military coverage was 

really special,” said Counsel, 

who first invited servicemen 

and women here two years 

ago. “The flyovers are always a 

surprise.” 

Joe Manly Jr., a stellar 

musician and skijoring enthu-

siast born and raised in Cloud 

City, graced the crowd with 

a final electric guitar perfor-

mance of the national anthem. 

Manly has been performing 

during skijoring opening as a 

tribute to his late father Joseph 

“Jody” Manly Sr., a Navy 

veteran who was later dubbed 

the “Godfather of Skijoring,” 

as well as to other service 

members, first responders and 

competitors. 

Manly is retiring from 

the gig this year to focus on 

spending more time with his 

wife and grandkids and has 

cherished the memories he’s 

collected over the years. 

“I was always around 

skijoring from a young age,” 

said Manly, who remembers 

helping his dad set up the 

course.

As a musician, Manly 

thought it would make sense 

to play the national anthem on 

guitar and mix things up from 

other skijoring races, a trend 

that eventually took off. 

“It was always a scramble 

to find someone to sing, so 

I suggested just doing it 

on guitar one year,” Manly 

recalled. 

Technology and musical 

instruments evolved over the 

years, said Manly, who used 

to stand in one spot before 

wireless guitars were an 

option and remembers being 

shocked while playing due to a 

grounding issue one year. 

Throughout these varying 

conditions, however, the 

special tribute remained a 

constant. 

Although he’s retiring, 

Manly said he could always 

make a cameo appearance in 

the future. 

Counsel said the crew is 

considering holding auditions 

this summer for anyone who 

may be interested in providing 

live music in the future, 

expressing appreciation for 

the emotional atmosphere 

Manly brought to the table last 

weekend. 

Opening ceremony festivi-

ties, including the flyovers,

didn’t startle the horses too

much, said Counsel, who was

pleased to report no animal

injuries and only minor human

ones. 

One complication, which

turned out just fine in the end,

happened on Saturday when

rider Noah Gregory’s horse

Dev-Gru went over a jump

with skier Jason Decker in

front of him, which could’ve

caused complications if Decker

hadn’t held on the entire time

to finish the run. 

Ski joring returns to Leadville
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Holly Binnian and Hot Tamale barrel down the course pulling skier David Strickbine. 

See SKI, page 2


