Collins Hill High School

50 Taylor Road, Suwanee, GA 30024
Phone: 770-682-4100
www.collinshill.org

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

Kerensa Wing
Principal

June 10, 2020
Dear Collins Hill High School Families and Staff Members,
I am reaching out to make you aware of a disturbing issue involving our school yearbook. The yearbooks arrived this
week and we began distributing them when it was brought to our attention that it includes an inappropriate and racist
photograph. This is unacceptable and we are currently investigating to determine who submitted this photo and how
our processes did not address this before it went to print. Once this investigation is completed we will take appropriate
action with those involved. In our initial investigation, it appears that some of the pages planned for the yearbook were
not finished prior to our students moving to digital learning. As these photos were not available, the yearbook company
replaced those pages with senior selfies that had been submitted. Unfortunately, the picture was not caught in the final
proof before the yearbook went to press. That said, this photo was submitted by our yearbook staff and we are meeting
with those involved to determine how that occurred.
In the meantime, I want to make you aware of the steps we are taking to remove this offensive picture from our
yearbook. We are working with the yearbook company to print a sticker of a replacement photo that will be mailed to all
who purchased a yearbook. As we have not finished distributing the yearbooks, this photo has been altered to block the
offensive message from all yearbooks still in our possession. We also will be reviewing all of our yearbook processes—
from the submission of photos to final proofing—to ensure this does not occur again.
I know offensive words and sentiments like the ones included in this photo are hurtful and you have my full apology this
has happened. I am disappointed in the students involved, as this is not who we are at Collins Hill High School and does
not reflect our values and beliefs.
Sincerely,
Kerensa Wing,
Principal
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