
By LARRY DEVINE
l.devine@carrollspaper.com

First, Alexandria Klein fell in 
love with the sound.

When she was in grade school 
she wanted to play the violin 
and attended an open house 
at All Strings Attached Orches-
tra Studio.

All Strings Director Rebecca 
Windschitl demonstrated both 
a violin and viola.

“When she played the viola, 
I was like, ‘That’s what I want 
to play. I didn’t know it existed 
before. But that is what I want 
to play.’

“Just the sound of the viola 
stokes me a little bit. It has such 
a warmer, deeper, richer tone 
(a little larger than a violin and 
tuned lower). It’s such a beau-
tiful instrument, and I think it 
expresses more because of its 
tone.”

Then came the goal and dedi-
cation.

When in seventh grade, Klein 
participated in an honor orches-
tra at the time also saw prepara-
tions the Iowa High School Mu-
sic Association and Iowa Music 

Educators Association’s annual 
All-State Festival. 

Quickly she decided, she said, 
“That’s it. I want to be a four-
year all-stater. I don’t care what 
I have to do. I’m going to be a 
four-year all-stater. I thought 
it was so cool, the entire music 
experience and everything you 
learn. I wanted to take that to a 
whole another level.”

All-state auditions are made 
up of three parts: a solo, excerpts 
and scales. 

“I pick a solo in April and work 
on that until the auditions (in 
October),” Klein said. “Excerpts 
come in about mid or end of Au-
gust. That’s when I really start 
practicing hard. That’s when you 
really have to dig deep, because 
you’re getting these really com-
plicated excerpts and you have 
only about two months to pre-
pare. Then the week before au-
ditions, you’re practicing every 
single moment you possibly can.”

Klein has auditioned in dis-
trict contest the last four years 
at Atlantic, where selections for 
all-state orchestra, chorus and 
band are posted on a paper on 
the gym bleachers.

Then came the celebrations, 
with this October’s the ultimate 
one.

“Freshman year, I was super 
excited, jumping up and down 
and happy,” Klein said. “This year, 
I was kind of overwhelmed and 
emotional that I accomplished 
my goal that I set when I was in 

seventh grade.”
A senior this year at Kuemper 

Catholic High School after previ-
ously being home-schooled and 
participating in chorus, speech, 
mock trial, History Day, cross 
country and track at Carroll 
High School as well as taking 
Des Moines Area Community 
College courses, Klein was one of 
only 30 violists who performed in 
the 214-piece All-State Orches-
tra last week at Hilton Coliseum 
in Ames. 

Selection to the Festival is the 
highest individual honor avail-
able to Iowa high school musi-
cians. The All-State program is 
under the auspices of the Iowa 
High School Music Association 
and Iowa Music Educators As-
sociation. Only approximately 
17% of the students who audition 
are selected for one of the All-
State ensembles. In addition to 
the orchestra, the Festival show-
cases a 602-member chorus and 
278-piece band.  

The Festival concert presented 
Saturday night, Nov. 20, will be 
rebroadcast on Iowa PBS.
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Happy
Thanksgiving!

All Bomgaars Stores 
will be closed

Thursday, Nov. 25, 2021 
for the Thanksgiving Holiday

Early Bird Sale
Extended Hours: 

6 AM - 8 PM
Friday, Nov. 26th, 2021

ARRIVE FRIDAY 
6AM - 12PM

As you come in the door we’ll validate your arrival time with a 

BOMGAARS EARLY BIRD CARD
Qualifying you for a 

20% Discount On Regular Price* 
Items All Day Long20%

off
PLUS, GREAT 
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American-styled 
restaurant, 
Carnegie Bistro 
& Ale House, now 
open in Lake City
By SARAH STORTZ
s.stortz@carrollspaper.com

LAKE CITY

Lake City is now experiencing a taste of 
“elevated American cuisine.”

The Carnegie Cafe has transformed into 
the Carnegie Bistro & Ale House, which 
recently opened in downtown Lake City 
last Wednesday.

The establishment is owned by husband-
and-wife Todd and Teresa Green, along with 
their son, Aaron Dodd.

Before becoming an American restau-
rant, the building previously belonged to 
Todd Green’s sister, who was the owner 
of Carnegie Cafe. She later on rented the 
building to a Mexican restaurant, which 
is now located in Lake View.

With the building sitting closed, it even-
tually went back to the market. After some 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Corridor of 
Commerce 
entering Phase 
11, with Plan 
2.0 on horizon
By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

Nearly 20 years ago then-Mayor Ed Smith 
wanted to boost retail traffic in downtown 
Carroll, help rejuvenate smaller retailers, 
locally owned places.

Well before online goods-peddling Go-
liaths like Amazon crashed into the local 
economy the smaller stores felt the pull 
from the big box retailers.

Smith’s idea: invest public money in 
streetscape and lighting and landscaping 
and other features to spur and incent pri-
vate investment in local stores and freshen 
the image of the central business district.

Carroll’s Corridor of Commerce proj-
ect started in 2004 with the removal of 
the canopies on Adams Street in the core 
of downtown.

“It just skyrocketed after that,” said long-
time Public Works Director Randy Krauel, 
who remembers sitting next to Smith at a 
City Council planning session when the 
idea emerged from Smith, who will retire 
as St. Anthony Regional Hospital’s presi-
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Four-year all-state musician Alexandria Klein has played viola since she was in fifth grade. 

Alexandria Klein, daughter 
of Kyle and Brenda Klein, 
earned all-state medals 
throughout her high school 
career. 


