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School board newcomers oust incumbents

By ANNIE MEHL
a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

Two Carroll Community 
school board incumbents 
who sought re-election on 
Tuesday were defeated by 
board newcomers, one of 
whom is the parent of pa-
rochial school children.

Challengers Onica Ulveling 
and Cindy Johnson defeated 
incumbents Jon Sampson and 
Brad Jorgensen, with Ulvel-
ing’s votes nearly doubling 
Sampson’s and Jorgensen’s, 
who had a combined total 
of 1,555 votes.

Five candidates — includ-
ing appointed member Kar-

en Friedlein — ran for three 
spots on the board.

The to-
tal unoffi-
cial votes 
r e p o r t e d 
Tuesday for 
each school 
board can-
didate were:

— Onica 
Ul ve l i n g , 
1,498

— Karen Friedlein, 1,127
— Cindy Johnson, 1,077

— Brad Jorgensen, 807
— Jon Sampson, 748
A total of 

3,063 voters 
participat-
ed in Tues-
day’s elec-
tions, out 
of 14,398 
registered 
voters. The 
votes are 
unofficial 
until they are canvassed by 
the Carroll County Board of 

Supervisors.
Ulveling, 41, is a Carroll 

native and 
1996 Kuem-
per Catholic 
High School 
g r a d u a t e 
who cur-
rently works 
part-time as 
a pediatric 
pharmacist 
at Children’s 
Hospital and Medical Cen-
ter in Omaha. Her husband, 

Kyle Ulveling, is a cardiolo-
gist at St. Anthony Regional 
Hospital in Carroll. Their two 
sons, Jack and James, attend 
Kuemper schools.

Her election comes amid 

Kuemper alumna Onica Ulveling defeats 
incumbents with almost twice the votes

Onica 
Ulveling

Karen 
Friedlein

Cindy 
Johnson

By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

With reports emerging of 
development of a massive 
Amazon shipping fulfillment 
center in Bondurant, busi-
ness and community leaders 
in Carroll — 95 miles away 
— say the increased speed 
and convenience associat-
ed with deliveries from the 
online Goliath could make 
west-central Iowa retailers 
and other businesses vul-
nerable.

“We have enough com-
petition now with online 
shopping,” said Carroll Area 
Development Corporation 
President Jim Auen. “Now 

that Amazon is going to be 
within two hours of Carroll 
it could change the land-
scape.”

According to the Des 
Moines Register, Amazon 
has declined to confirm the 
Bondurant plan, but the City 
of Bondurant will waive a 
portion of taxes for what is 
believed to be the center, a 
venture code-named “Proj-
ect Bluejay.” Documents 
have shown the project 
could cost $250 million, 
The Register reports.

Carroll City Manager Mike 
Pogge-Weaver said Carroll 
remains a strong area trade 

Carroll leaders fear Des 
Moines-area Amazon 
center’s effect on local sales
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See more election 
results on page 10.
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By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

The Grand Junction fire 
department temporarily 
suspended its transpor-
tation of medical patients 
in its ambulance after its 
fire chief was arrested last 
week for driving drunk dur-
ing one of those transports 
overnight.

Thomas Launderville, 
39, of Grand Junction, is 
charged with operating 
while intoxicated — his sec-
ond such offense in about 
five years.

Launderville responded 
to a late-night medical call 
Friday in Grand Junction 
and transported the patient 
to Greene County Medical 
Center in Jefferson, which 
is about 9 miles away, ac-
cording to court records.

“I overheard a Grand 
Junction volunteer fire-
fighter, later identified as 
Thomas Launderville, ad-
vise over the radio the Grand 
Junction ambulance was en 
route to the Greene County 
Medical Center,” a Jeffer-
son police officer wrote 
in a criminal complaint. 
“I noticed Thomas slurred 
his speech heavily over the 
radio, and I decided to travel 
to the Greene County hos-
pital to ensure the driver 
of the ambulance was not 
intoxicated.”

Launderville steered the 
ambulance into the hospi-
tal parking lot about 12:05 
a.m. Saturday. He allegedly 
admitted to the officer that 
he drank three or four beers 
before driving that night. A 

Patient transfer suspended 
after fire chief’s OWI

GRAND JUNCTION

Since 1953, Duane Sporrer, 91, has been 
cutting, styling and personalizing his cus-
tomers’ hair in downtown Carroll. After 
perfecting the trade through an appren-
ticeship in Bayard, Duane moved to Car-
roll, where he started his career and fam-
ily with his wife Vera. Together they raised 
seven kids — all financially supported by 
Duane’s passion and hard work as a barber.

But over the years, the industry has seen 
many changes. At one time, Carroll had 

more than 20 barbers, Duane said. Now, 
there’s three left, and two of them are Duane 
and his grandson, Taylor.

“There’s been a terrific change in hair-
styles nowadays,” Duane said. “The long 
hair trend helped the beauticians. I think 
we have enough beauticians. We need more 
barbers here.”

But what makes the Sporrer barbershop 

THE ART OF 
THEIR TRADE
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Grandfather, 
grandson 

team up to 
run Carroll 

barbershop

Duane Spor-
rer, 91 and 
his grandson 
Taylor Spor-
rer, 29, have 
a tradition 
of cutting 
each other’s 
hair inside 
the barber-
shop they 
own on West 
4th Street in 
Carroll.
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A 
long black cloak was draped around Taylor Sporrer as he lowered himself 

inachairandhisgrandpapushedhishairbackandbegantocut.•When

hefinished,Taylorhoppedupfromhisseatandthankedhisgrandpa.•

It was a tradition they had shared since Taylor could remember. But now, he was 

older,andthingsweredifferent.•Taylorspunthechairaroundandofferedhis

grandpaaseat.•Itwashisturn.

By ANNIE MEHL  |  a.mehl@carrollspaper.com
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