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HEALTH CARE

Local doctor to pay $1 million
to settle Medicaid investigation

Here’s what happened
to Tuesday’s newspaper
Times Herald staff

Tuesday’s edition of the 
Carroll Times Herald was not 
delivered due to a mishap 
at the United States Postal 
Service in Carroll.

The paper typically is deliv-
ered to readers every Tuesday 
and Friday between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Some of Tuesday’s 
issues were delivered mis-
takenly to Denison on Fri-
day and were not redirected 
until Tuesday because of the 
Columbus Day holiday on 
Monday.

More than 1,000 papers 
were not delivered to Car-
roll and subscribers in sur-
rounding areas on Tuesday. 
Subscribers that are part of 
a paper route still received 
their newspaper.

Subscribers that did not 
receive their paper in the 
mail on Tuesday received 
it Wednesday.

We apologize for any in-
convenience and want to 
thank everyone for their 
patience and for continu-
ing to support the Carroll 
Times Herald.

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A Carroll ear, nose and throat doc-
tor will pay $1 million to end a federal 
investigation into Medicaid claims he 
made for alleged “improper” proce-
dures.

Tracey Wellendorf, 59, disputes the 
allegations and said in a press release 
that the agreement with federal pros-
ecutors was “in the best interests of 
our staff, our patients and the com-
munities we serve.”

“There are areas of medicine where, 
we believe, reasonable people can dis-
agree about the best treatment course 
for a patient,” Wellendorf said. “Unfor-
tunately, in today’s highly-regulated 
medical environment, those disagree-
ments can become very substantial 
legal disputes.”

The allegations against Wellendorf 
are centered on more than 100 sinus 
procedures he performed between 
October 2014 and November 2015 that 
investigators found were “improper 
either because they did not meet the 

applicable medical necessity standard 
or were otherwise incorrectly coded 
for payment,” according to a state-
ment by the U.S. Attorney’s Office of 
the Northern District of Iowa.

In addition to the $1 million pay-
ment, Wellendorf will be subject to 
three years of supervision by an “inde-
pendent review organization” that will 
analyze his work to be sure it doesn’t 
violate the False Claims Act, which can 
be used to punish those who defraud 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

Jailer 
resigned for 
mistreating 
inmates
By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A former Carroll County jailer 
repeatedly mistreated jail inmates 
— which included forcing one to 
sleep in feces — and resigned un-
der the threat of termination this 
summer, according to state records.

Jill R. Johnson worked at the 
county jail for more than five years 
starting in April 2014. She resigned 
in June 2019, and some of the mis-
conduct that led to her resignation 
is detailed in a judge’s ruling that 
denied her unemployment insur-
ance benefits.

Johnson first was suspended in 
April 2017 for five days, in part for 
raising her middle fingers at an in-
mate while the inmate was talk-
ing with a visitor, according to the 
judge’s ruling.

“She made disparaging comments 
to the inmate about his visitor and 
commented on their relationship,” 
the judge wrote. “She also berated 
the visitor about her life decisions.”

Johnson previously had been 
counseled more than once about 
her interactions with inmates.

Then in February 2019, an in-
mate told Johnson he had soiled 
his pants and asked for clean pants 
and a towel. Johnson “denied his 
request, and he was required to 
sleep in fecal matter that night,” 
the judge wrote.

The inmate filed a grievance about 
the incident, and Johnson was told 
by a superior that her conduct was 
“unacceptable and should never 
happen again,” the judge wrote.

The final incident detailed by the 
judge involved a Michigan man 
who sped through Carroll while 
being chased by a police officer 
and caused a severe head-on crash 
on U.S. Highway 30 this past June.

The man — who now is serving 
a prison sentence of up to 15 years 
— was jailed after being treated at 
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Council 
reverses 
course on 
parking 
spots
By REBECCA MCKINSEY
r.mckinsey@carrollspaper.com

Carroll’s Main Street will 
lose four parking spots, but 
gain six, after City Council re-
voted Monday on a request 
that will help move forward 
construction of the new Car-
roll County jail.

The council had voted at 
its last meeting against relin-
quishing four parking spots 
west of the Carroll County 
Courthouse 
where the 
new jail will 
be built. The 
jail’s current 
design, with 
t w o  e n -
trances on 
Main Street, 
required re-
moving the 
spots. Council members 
Misty Boes, Clay Haley and 
Carolyn Siemann voted no, 
saying they had heard from 
residents who didn’t want to 
lose the parking spots. An ad-
ditional 15 spots are being 
removed from downtown be-
cause the jail is being built in 
a previous parking lot.

City Manager Mike Pog-
ge-Weaver sent the county 
a letter after that vote stat-
ing that construction work 
on city property needed to 
halt until the jail project plans 
were revised, and that no 
modifications that would 
involve removing parking on 
city property could be made. 
The city’s building permit for 
the project included sever-
al conditions, including that 

Clay
Haley
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GREENE COUNTY

EMU ON THE MOVE

Emu 
farmer 
says to kill 
the speedy  
bird that 
has been 
on the 
lam this 
month

By ANNIE MEHL  |  a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

onathan Law was on his way to a meeting in Jefferson when he spotted what appeared at first 

to be a deer just off the shoulder of U.S. Highway 30.  ¶  But as his pickup truck rolled closer, 

he realized it wasn’t a deer at all.  ¶  The creature walked on two legs, pecked its beak at the 

soybeans in the field and looked as if it could fly.  ¶  It definitely wasn’t a deer.  ¶  Turns out, it 

couldn’t fly, either.

It was an emu, so Law 
took a picture of it with 
his cellphone and called 
the sheriff.

“It’s pretty big,” Law 
recalled. “I don’t really 
know a lot about emus, 
but I would guess (it 
was) 80 to 100 pounds.”

Early this month, the 
Greene County Sheriff’s 
Office reported sight-
ings of an emu running 
loose — several miles 
northeast of Grand 
Junction on Oct. 4 and 
then again on the west 
edge of Jefferson near 
U.S. Highway 30 on 
Oct. 8.

The emu is thought 
to have wandered over 
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St. John Paul II Catholic Parish holds 
second annual Eucharistic Procession
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JONATHAN LAW | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES HERALD

Jonathan Law, of Jefferson, spotted an emu in a field 
while driving to a meeting in Greene County the morn-
ing of Oct. 9. The emu was first spotted in Boone Coun-
ty. It is unclear from whence it came.


