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Good Afternoon,  
Dorothy Bellinghausen

Thank you for subscribing  
to the Carroll Times Herald
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www.greteman.com

1420 E. 11th St.
Fantastic four bedroom, three bath walkout ranch home 

in pristine condition. Features include fi replace, covered 
deck and oversized heated and rolled garage.

$499,000

431 19th Place
Large ranch style family home located on quiet st. Nearly 
half acre lot, fi replace, vaulted ceilings, sunk in loving 
room & formal dining room! Priced very competitively. 

$259,900

#20159062 #20158451

FEATURED LISTINGS

Annual Banquet
Monday, January 27

Carrollton Center Ballroom

5:30p.m.Social•6:30p.m.Dinner&Program

Tickets 

available at 

the Chamber 

Offi ce.

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A Kansas man seeks a 
court-ordered sword fight 
to settle a dispute with his 
ex-wife in Harlan over his 
ability to communicate with 
their two children, accord-
ing to court records.

David Zachary Ostrom, 
40, of Paola, Kansas, asked 
for a “trial by combat” early 
this month to help settle an 
ongoing spat about what 
constitutes “reasonable 
telephone and electronic 
communication” with the 
children.

Ostrom also seeks money 
from his ex-wife to pay for 
property taxes of their for-
mer house in eastern Iowa.

“Trial by combat was still 

regarded as a legitimate 
method for dispute resolu-
tion when the Constitution 
was ratified by the United 
States and by the original 
13 colonies,” Ostrom wrote 
in his request. “To this day, 
trial by combat has never 
been explicitly banned or 
restricted as a right in these 
United States.”

Ostrom further seeks a 
delay of about three months 
so that he can obtain two 
samurai swords for the fight. 
He said the woman’s attor-
ney is allowed to fight in-
stead as her “champion.”

Because the two have “in-
dicated they have destroyed 
me legally, I now wish to give 
them the chance to meet me 

Man seeks ‘trial 
by combat’ with 
ex-wife

HARLAN

Special to the Times Herald

MANSON

Republican Scott An-
derson announced this 
weekend that he will seek 
re-election as Calhoun 
County sheriff.

“It has been an honor 
to serve the great people 
of Calhoun County for the 
last 31 years, and I look 
forward to continuing 
to serve in my role as 
Calhoun County Sher-
iff,” said Anderson, a 
lifelong resident of Cal-
houn County.

Anderson, who was 
born in Lake City and 
grew on an acreage east 
of Twin Lakes, has served 
in the Calhoun County 
Sheriff ’s Office since 
1989. In September of 
2006, he was appointed 
chief deputy by former 
Sheriff William Davis and 
served in that adminis-
trative and supervisory 
role until 2017.

“In April of 2017 I was 
appointed to replace my 
predecessor and mentor 
Sheriff Bill Davis,” Ander-
son said. “It was an honor 
taking on this great role 
and responsibility.”

In November of 2018, 
Anderson was elected as 
Calhoun County Sheriff, 
receiving more votes than 
any other candidate for 
any office.

Calhoun County sheriff 
announces re-election 
campaign

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES HERALD

Calhoun County Sheriff 
Scott Anderson recently 
announced he will run 
for re-election.

Anderson said he takes 
pride in his many accom-
plishments in his first three 
years as sheriff.

 “During my years as 
sheriff, I repaired and up-
dated the severely outdated 
equipment in the sheriff’s 
department,” he said. “This 
includes updated dispatch 
computers and paging sys-
tems, new top-of-the-line 
records management soft-
ware, SUV police vehicles 
and mobile software in each 
vehicle.”

As for his future goals, An-
derson said, “I would like 
all equipment and vehicles 
to be kept in a sustainable 
rotation to ensure that ev-
erything remains function-

COMBAT, PAGE 4

SHERIFF, PAGE 9

“I can’t say enough about 
my staff,” Seidl said. “Our 
office would not be as suc-
cessful as it is without the 
staff I have. Saying goodbye 
will be (hardest to say to) 
my staff. We’re like a family, 
and I don’t say that lightly.”

Seidl, 63, recently re-
signed from her position 
of Carroll County treasur-
er, which she has held for 
the past six years. She has 
worked for the treasurer’s 
office for almost 21 years, 
and was appointed to the 
treasurer position in 2014 
and was elected for a sec-
ond term in 2018. She will 

work through the end of 
June.

“When I ran and was 
elected, I wanted to serve 
my second term,” she said 
while resigning during the 
Carroll County Board of Su-
pervisors meeting Dec. 6. 
“I had every intention of 
completing this term and 
retiring at age 65, but be-
cause I didn’t know what 
the future would hold, I am 
going to be forced out of 
the office quite frequently 
over a period of time, so 
it’s in the best interest of 
my staff, my office and the 
county that I tender my res-

ignation today.”
Seidl said her primary fo-

cus right now is getting out 
to Lakewood, Colorado, to 
spend time with her mom, 
who moved away from Car-
roll about 45 years ago.

“My dad passed away 20 
years ago, and my brother 
has been kind of helping 
my mom,” she said. “She’s 
90 years old.”

A Kuemper graduate, 
Seidl said that although 
they’ll make regular visits 
to Colorado, she and her 
husband Mike will remain 
in the area to be near their 
five children — Michaela 

Seidl, 42, Tony Seidl, 40, Jaci 
Smith, 39, Stephanie Bauer, 
31, and John Seidl, 24, all 
of whom live nearby or in 
the Midwest — and their 
11 grandchildren.

Over the years, Seidl said 
the Carroll County Trea-
surer’s Office has tackled 
many new duties such as 
recently taking on the role 
of issuing driver’s licenses 
after the Iowa Department 
of Transportation’s office in 
Carroll closed. The treasur-
er’s office also has learned 
and mastered various new 

Just ‘like a family’
COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Carroll County Treasurer Jean Seidl resigns after 20 years with county

ANNIE MEHL | TIMES HERALD

Jean Seidl (left), the Carroll County Treasurer, talks with Lisa Wagner, an administrative assistant in the Car-
roll County Treasurer’s Office. Seidl recently resigned from her position and is recommending Wagner be ap-
pointed to replace her.

ByANNIEMEHL•a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

Every night, after Jean Seidl finishes up her last-minute emails and calls, she gathers up her 
belongingsandheadsoutoftheofficefeelingatease.•Everymorning,whenshereturnsto

work at the Carroll County Courthouse as the county treasurer, she knows everything will 
beassheleftit—inworkingorder.•Aftermanyyearsofgettingtoknoweachotherand

masteringtheirsystem,Seidlandhercolleagueshavecraftedtheperfectprocess.•Butover
time,theybecamemorethanjustco-workers.•Theyareafamily.
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Area grad Joe Beschorner guides Minnesota 
State to Div. II football championship  PAGE 6, SPORTS


