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By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

Gov. Kim Reynolds will 
allow movie theaters, zoos, 
aquariums, museums and 
wedding reception venues 
to reopen today, and pools 
can offer swimming lessons 
and lap swimming, accord-
ing to her Wednesday proc-
lamation.

Bars can reopen on Thurs-

day, and summer high school 
baseball and softball teams 
can start practicing June 1.

“High school athletics was 
the logical place to start the 
process of bringing athlet-
ics back in season,” Reynolds 
said Wednesday.

The athletic associations 
that sanction summer sports 

agreed to resume the sum-
mer sports, and the tentative 
first date for games is June 
15. Spectators can attend.

Spring sports were can-
celed because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“We trust that our admin-
istrators, coaches, umpires 
and fans will responsibly fol-

low the guidelines in place 
to keep themselves and each 
other safe,” said Tom Keating, 
executive director of the Iowa 
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation. “This is terrific news 
and is a step toward getting 
our student-athletes recon-
nected to the activities that 
mean so much to them.”

Casinos are not among the 
businesses that are allowed 
to reopen. Reynolds did not 
say when a decision to reopen 
them will be made.

State park bathrooms and 
shower buildings also will re-
open, with some restrictions.

More businesses open today, and bars next week
PUBLIC HEALTH

High school 
baseball, softball 
can start in June
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By REBECCA MCKINSEY
r.mckinsey@carrollspaper.com

The Carroll Community 
School District will delay its 
commencement ceremony, 
originally planned for this 
Sunday.

With the coronavirus pan-
demic throwing a wrench in 
graduation plans across the 
country, Carroll administra-
tors and students originally 
had looked into the possibility 
of keeping the May 24 date 
for commencement — con-
templating a hybrid ceremony 
that would virtually broadcast 
speeches and the reading of 
students’ names, followed by 
a “drive-up” event that would 
allow students and families 
to drive through the Carroll 
High School parking lot to 
pick up their diplomas.

However, after meeting 
with Carroll County Public 
Health officials, school ad-
ministrators determined that 
a later date is more feasible 
for this year’s commencement 
ceremony. An outdoor cer-
emony to be held at the Car-
roll Athletic Field tentatively 
is planned for Saturday, June 
27, with a rain date of Sunday, 
June 28. If a June commence-
ment isn’t possible, a second 
proposed date is Saturday, 
July 25, with a rain date of 
Sunday, July 26. The school 
plans to hold the ceremony 
at 7 p.m.

Anticipating a continued 
need to limit crowds, the 
school likely would only al-
low each student to have four 
people in the audience, Car-
roll Schools Superintendent 
Casey Berlau said.

The adjusted plans re-
flect requests from Carroll 
County Public Health that a 
commencement ceremony 
would be held outdoors, and 
wouldn’t be scheduled in May.

The school also is exploring 
adjusted plans for another 
end-of-year tradition: honor-
ing retiring and leaving em-
ployees. A virtual recognition 
ceremony will be held next 
week, with tentative plans to 
invite as many retiring em-
ployees as possible to return 
in August for an in-person 
ceremony if larger gatherings 
are permitted at that time, 

Carroll 
to delay 
graduation 
ceremony
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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

Windstar Lines, a Carroll-
based motorcoach operator 
gut-punched by COVID-19-
related business losses, joined 
hundreds of other bus compa-
nies for a rolling rally through 
Washington, D.C. to draw at-
tention to the collective plight 
of charter buses, the jobs and 
careers in jeopardy.

After spending nights in 
South Bend, Indiana, and 
Hagerstown, Maryland, a 

On the 
bus, in 
the fight
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Windstar joins 

massive charter-bus 

rally in Washington

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

Carroll County’s long-time 
general assistance director — 
who was in charge of doling 
out money to people who are 
desperate to pay rent, utili-
ties and other vital needs — 
resigned under the threat of 
termination for violating the 
rules of that program, accord-
ing to county officials.

Rosemarie Stotts, 64, of 
Carroll, had been on paid 
administrative leave since 
mid-April after county leaders 
received an anonymous tip 
about her alleged misconduct 
and launched an investiga-
tion, Supervisor Rich Rug-
gles said.

Ruggles declined to elabo-
rate on the specifics of that 
misconduct but said the 
county threatened to fire 
her for “non-compliance 
with the general assistance 
program.”

Instead, she resigned effec-

County 
employee 
violated 
assistance 
program rules
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By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

Mrs. Glynn and Co. had been open for only one 

year before the coronavirus pandemic forced it and 

other retail stores to close for more than a month to 

help stem the spread of the virus.

Then on May 1: “I’ve missed you all so much, and 

I’m excited to welcome you once again,” owner 

Beth Glynn wrote on Facebook.

State officials had allowed some businesses to re-
open with restrictions. At Glynn and Co., customers 
were asked to peek in the window before being waved 
inside. There were no more than three at a time allowed 
inside, and everyone was asked to sanitize their hands 
upon entering.

Many of Glynn’s customers shopped online during 
the closure, but the in-person experience is important 
to see the shop’s full collection of home decor, gifts and 
other items, Glynn said.

In the past week, Glynn stocked her shop with cre-
ative congratulations cards for graduating seniors.

Then on Monday, a pickup truck crashed through 
the store’s front wall.

“I’m a little heartbroken after having to be forced to 
be closed during all the Covid things — now having to 
be closed again,” Glynn said of COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the new coronavirus. “It was an accident. 
I’m just grateful that no one was in there, neither me 
or my employees.”

Closed by a virus, 
then a crash

BUSINESS

Small business owner in Carroll 
trudges forward despite setbacks
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A pickup truck crashed through the front of Mrs. Glynn and Co. on Monday, which was less than 
three weeks after it reopened after the coronavirus pandemic closures.
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Beth Glynn opened her store, which is located in 
Thomas Plaza, in March of 2019.

The crash happened about 11:30 a.m. when a 70-year-
old Manilla man was hoping to park near the store 
but pressed the accelerator pedal instead of the brake.

The man wasn’t injured, and no one was in the store 
because it’s closed on Mondays.

Glynn, who grew up in Earling, and her husband 
Dirk, a native of Creston, moved to Carroll about 16 
years ago and have two adolescent children.

Her business — which she describes as a “modern 
meets old-fashioned shop offering a curated collec-
tion of homegoods and lifestyle products” — opened 
in March 2019 at 207 W. Fourth St.

Glynn said it’s unclear when she might reopen the 
store building to customers, but that she’s not wor-
ried about having to shutter the business permanently.

“I feel like the Carroll community and the surrounding 
communities are very supportive of local businesses, 
and we’ve been building a loyal customer base,” she said. 
“I just keep saying that we’re down, but we’re not out.”

To shop at the store online, go to www.mrsglyn-
nandco.com.


