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Deputies injured in shooting
GUTHRIE COUNTY

By GORDON CASTILE and STEVE 

DELANEY
Guthrie County Times Vedette staff

STUART

Two Guthrie County deputies suffered 
gunshot wounds and a third suffered 
gunpowder burns when a bullet breezed 

past his head as they, along with a Stuart 
police officer, were serving outstanding 
felony warrants last Thursday evening at 
an apartment complex on the southwest 
side of Stuart.

All three were taken to MercyOne in Des 
Moines for treatment of their injuries. All 
three since have been released from the 
hospital.

Deputies Steven Henry and Jim Mink 
suffered non-life threatening gunshot 
wounds. Henry was shot in the leg and 
Mink was shot in the back. He was air-

lifted to the hospital. Deputy Kent Gries 
suffered gunpowder burns.

The three, along with Stuart police of-
ficer Tyler DeFrancisco, who was not in-
jured, were serving warrants for the arrest of 
Randall Comly, 52, at an apartment on the 
southwest side of Stuart about 10:40 p.m. 
last Thursday. After knocking on the door 
of the apartment, which was answered by 
another occupant, they entered and began 
searching for Comly. He opened fire on 

Suspect faces multiple felony 

charges in last week’s incident

By ANNIE MEHL
a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

Jon Sampson, who is seeking reelection next 
month to his Carroll Community School Dis-
trict Board of Education seat, defended his 
handling of the school district’s new stadium 
— both in its branding with Carroll Tiger logos 
and colors and the increased fees the district 
charges Kuemper Catholic schools to use it.

Sampson and four other candidates — Brad 
Jorgensen, Karen Friedlein, Onica Ulveling 
and Cindy Johnson — are running for three 
spots on the Carroll Community School Board 

Residents urge 
school board 
members to be 
‘community minded’

EDUCATION

Carroll Rotary hosts Carroll 

Community Board of Education 

candidate forum

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A longtime Carroll County Conservation 
Board member and outdoorsman said the 
antlered deer heads that state officers found 
partially buried on his rural property late last 
year were from animals he found dead in a 
nearby wildlife area, according to court records.

Kenneth Snyder, 59, is accused of illegally 
possessing four antlered deer. Each citation 
carries a fine of $195.

Officers of the Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources saw the buried heads on Sny-
der’s property about 4 miles north of Ralston 

Conservationist 
cited for deer 
heads says he 
found them dead

DISTRICT COURT

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A district court judge last week overturned 
a jury’s guilty verdicts of felony arson and 
insurance fraud for a former rural Manning 
man whose house caught fire in 2017, ac-
cording to court records.

Jeffrey Jason Hornback, 48, now of Lake 
City, had faced up to 15 years in prison, but 
the judge’s ruling vacated those convictions 
and barred prosecutors from seeking a sec-
ond trial.

“All of the evidence at trial weighs in fa-
vor of (Hornback)’s innocence and the fire 

Judge disagrees 
with jury, says 
fire was accident

DISTRICT COURT

By ANNIE MEHL
a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

Whether it’s in their backpacks, pockets or lying on their desks 
— an increasing number of students have learned the trick to 
using their e-cigarettes at school.

For the past few years, vaping and Juuling have become a 
new, popular way for cigarette users to get their nicotine fix 
while also working toward ending the addictive habit. But the 
new trendy way of smoking is also catching on among teens.

That increase in students using e-cigarettes has brought 
schools in places such as St. Charles, Missouri, Olathe, Kan-
sas, and Long Island, New York, to sue Juul, an e-cigarette com-
pany that creates a product similar in size and appearance to a 

computer thumb drive that has become popular among teens.
But those aren’t the only schools that are facing the problem 

of underage nicotine and tobacco use. Teachers and adminis-
trators at Carroll-area schools are looking into ways to better 
monitor their students as well.

At Carroll Community School District, Superintendent Casey 
Berlau said he has seen a couple of students with an e-cigarette 
type of product on campus this year. At his former school dis-
tricts Nodaway Valley Community School District in Green-
field and CAM Community School District in Anita, students 
passed them off as flash drives and laid them on their desks 
during class.

‘Can I get away 
with this?’

EDUCATION

Area schools 
combat
student vaping
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Mary Baumhover takes a look 
back at Octobers of years past
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