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Good Afternoon,  
Tom Tipton
Thank you for subscribing  
to the Carroll Times Herald

Start delivery of the 
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By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A dozen residents at Ac-
cura HealthCare of Carroll 
who have been infected by 
the coronavirus have died, 
the company said Friday.

“We take the responsibility 
of protecting our residents 
and staff very seriously and 
pray for an end to this pan-

demic and its harmful impact 
on our communities,” states 
a written statement the com-
pany provided to the Carroll 
Times Herald. “The facility 
has been following all screen-
ing and testing guidelines and 
is working closely with the 
Iowa Department of Public 
Health.”

Accura is one of four long-
term care facilities for older 

residents in Carroll County 
that has had a confirmed 
outbreak of the virus. Over 
the course of the pandemic, 
47 residents have been in-
fected there along with 18 
employees.

Accura said last week it was 
unsure when vaccinations 
would begin at the facility. 
Those are being administered 
by Walgreens, which has de-

clined to reveal specifics of 
its vaccination programs.

Deaths from the virus re-
ported in Carroll County to-
taled 32 as of Sunday, which 
was an increase of one over 
the previous week.

Accura did not specify 
when the deaths at its Car-
roll facility happened, and 
the state is significantly de-
layed in its reporting because 

the information now must 
pass through a federal agen-
cy before it’s made publicly 
available.

Carroll County was expect-
ed to receive an additional 
100 doses of a coronavirus 
vaccine this week as it gets 
closer to vaccinating all of 
the county’s healthcare pro-
viders, according to Nicole 
Schwering, the county’s pub-

lic health director.
There are a little more than 

1,000 healthcare providers in 
the county, and about 800 
doses have been doled out 
since Dec. 22. Those who 
are inoculated need a sec-
ond dose — which is typi-
cally given four weeks after 
the first — for the vaccine 

Outbreak at Accura has killed 12
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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

As a supporter of term limits for public of-
fice, Carroll City Councilman 
Jerry Fleshner said he does 
not plan to seek a third term 
this November.

That said, if no other quali-
fied candidates emerge for the 
at-large position representing 
the full city, Fleshner, 63, says 
he would consider running 
again in the role for another 
four-year term.

“I just think two terms is enough to serve in 

Fleshner won’t 
seek 3rd City 
Council term, 
unless no other 
candidates emerge
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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

U.S. Rep. Randy Feenstra, the Hull Republi-
can who represents the Carroll 
area in Congress, says he op-
poses impeachment of Presi-
dent Trump in the wake of 
violence at the U.S. Capitol 
Tuesday.

“We are at a critical point 
in time in our nation’s history 
— a time where both parties 
need to come together for the 
good of the American people,” 
Feenstra said in a news release 
last week. “Any effort by the 
House to impeach President 
Trump will only deepen divi-
sions, and I will strongly op-
pose any attempt to remove 
the president from office be-
fore the end of his term.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si, a California Democrat, has 
said the Democrat-led House 
will move on impeachment if the president 

Feenstra ‘strongly’ 
opposes Trump 
impeachment
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Blaire and Colt Venner sprinted Thursday morning at 

first sight of Mom and Dad — Emily and Keith Venner — 

rounding the corner carrying their new little sister.

“We’ve been FaceTiming all week, so they’re excited,” Emily 
said as Blaire, 5, and Colt, 3, heaped attention on the family’s new 
addition near the St. Anthony Regional Hospital front entrance.

And the newest Venner — Brynn Marie — is a bit of celebrity.

‘A little celebrity’
NEW YEAR’S BABY

Brynn Marie born to Emily and 
Keith Venner on Jan. 4
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Colt and Blaire Venner, son and daughter of Keith and Emily Venner of rural Arcadia, have their first in-person meet-
ing with new sister, Brynn Marie, born at 8:09 Monday morning, the first baby of 2021 at St. Anthony Regional Hospital. 
Brynn is pictured below. Big brother Colt is 3, and big sister Blaire is 5.
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