
FIND IT

Calendar .......................Page 2

Photo Rewind ..............Page 2 

Weather .......................Page 3

Milestones ....................Page 4

Obituaries.....................Page 5

Sports ............................Page 6

Diversions .....................Page 7

Classified ......................Page 8

Good Afternoon,  
Edna Wuebker
Thank you for subscribing  
to the Carroll Times Herald

Start delivery of the 
Carroll Times Herald

712-792-3573 or 800-262-5495

IS A SHORTER BASEBALL, 
SOFTBALL SEASON 
BETTER?
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704 W US Highway 30 
Carroll, IA 51401

Phone: 712.792.5050

www.greteman.com

#20157059

1321 Highridge
2400+ sq ft fi nished, open fl oor plan, kitchen 
including stainless appl, quartz counter tops. 4 
beds, 3 baths, large 3 car garage.

$289,900

344 Prairie View Dr.
Newer split level home in very nice shape with just 
under 2000 sq ft of fi nished space. Very tasteful 
contemporary decorating.

$229,000

#5609140

FEATURED LISTINGS

Back-to-School

Shopping 

Lesson #1

SHOP
LOCAL 

#CHOOSECARROLL

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

The number of new 
confirmed coronavirus 
cases in Carroll County 
has slowed in the past 
two weeks, with just six 
more reported between 
Wednesday and Sunday, 
according to state data. 
The county’s total since 
March was 189 as of Sun-
day evening.

That is far lower than a 
recent one-week uptick 
of 37 in July.

Accordingly, the two-
week positivity rate for 
the county has dropped 
from nearly 6 percent to 
4. Rates of higher than 
15 percent are required 
by state officials to initi-
ate temporary at-home 
learning for students.

The positivity rate is a 
calculation of those who 
test positive compared 
with the overall number 
of people who were tested 
over that time period.

Carroll County contin-
ues to lead all of its neigh-
boring counties aside from 
Crawford in cases. Their 

totals Sunday were:
— Crawford: 728
— Shelby: 184
— Guthrie: 132
— Sac: 85
— Calhoun: 83
— Greene: 41
— Ida: 29
— Audubon: 28
Polk County, the larg-

est by population in the 
state, has by far the largest 
number of cases at more 
than 10,300.

But three of the top 
five counties for infec-
tions per capita include 
western Iowa counties of 
Buena Vista, Crawford and 
Woodbury.

There also are eight 
outbreaks at long-term 
care facilities for older 
Iowans in western Iowa 
— the most so far at once 
in the region — in Emmet, 
Lyon, O’Brien, Plymouth, 
Pottawattamie, Sioux and 
Woodbury counties.

There are a total of 231 
positive cases in those fa-
cilities, with 99 recovered.

Such outbreaks account 
for more than half of all 
coronavirus-related deaths 
in Iowa.

Few Carroll 
County cases over 
the weekend
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A 19-year-old former 
Carroll man faces up to 
10 years in federal prison 
for being a felon in pos-
session of a handgun, ac-
cording to court records.

Buomkuoth Lol, a for-
mer Carroll High School 
varsity basketball player, 
was arrested in May after 
he ran from a police of-
ficer who found him in a 
vehicle with marijuana 
and a .40-caliber hand-
gun at a Walmart parking 
lot in Spirit Lake.

He previously had 
pleaded guilty last year 
to felony attempted bur-
glary — for stealing a tele-
vision and a vehicle in 
Storm Lake — and was 
sentenced to five years 
of probation.

Lol’s recent arrest 
stemmed from a 911 call 
about 11 p.m. on May 8.

A Spirit Lake police offi-
cer found Lol in a car with 
a girl, whose age wasn’t 
specified, in parking lot, 
and when the officer 
searched Lol after smell-
ing marijuana he found 
the compact handgun, 
which was fully loaded 
and ready to fire.

A criminal history re-

port compiled by state of-
ficials cautioned that Lol is 
“known to go armed,” ac-
cording to court records.

Lol ran from police 
officers, who lost track 
of him and had to use 
a police dog to find him 
again. They later found 
marijuana in the car after 
it was impounded.

Lol was charged by lo-
cal law enforcement with 
felon in possession of a 
firearm, interference 
with official acts, carry-
ing weapons, possession 
of a controlled substance, 
providing false identifica-
tion, possessing alcohol 
underage and driving with 
a suspended license. The 
most serious of those is 
punishable by up to five 
years in prison.

But a county prosecutor 
dismissed those charges 
because of the more-se-
vere federal charge.

Lol’s new trial is set for 
Sept. 8.

Lol was a member of the 
Carroll Tigers basketball 
team from 2017 to 2019. 
He started in 11 games 
and played in 40. Overall 
he scored 415 points and 
helped the Tigers win the 
Raccoon River Conference 
title both his junior and 
senior seasons.

Former Carroll 
student faces federal 
weapons charge
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j.strong@carrollspaper.com

Baratta’s Steakhouse re-
opened last month to fill an 
important void in Carroll’s 
restaurant scene, which has 
been weakened by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“Things are going great,” 
said John Baratta, who co-
owns the steakhouse with 
his wife Heidi. “I figured 
we’d be busy, and we’re ac-

tually busier than I thought 
we’d be.”

The Barattas opened a 
steakhouse at a different 
location in Carroll — at the 
Santa Maria Winery — last 
year but closed in March 
when state officials tempo-
rarily ceased eat-in dining.

Their new location at the 
Carrollton Inn, 1370 U.S. 
Highway 71 North, replaces 
Charlie’s Steakhouse, which 
was an important anchor to 

the hotel and events center.
Baratta’s is open 11 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays and 11 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays.

John Baratta said the res-
taurant will open on Sun-
days at some point in the 
coming weeks, including 
for brunch.

The Barattas retained the 
look and feel of Charlie’s 
along with some of the for-

mer restaurant’s staff mem-
bers and menu items, to 
create what Heidi Baratta 
has described as the “best 
of both worlds.”

That includes the Barat-
ta’s signature steaks and 
weekend prime rib and 
Charlie’s Bang Bang Shrimp 
and fried pickles, among 
many other items.

The lunch menu is scaled 

New Baratta’s is busy 
despite pandemic

BUSINESS

JARED STRONG | TIMES HERALD

Baratta’s Steakhouse has reopened in a new location at the Carrollton Inn, in the space formerly occupied by 
Charlie’s Steakhouse.

The 
Chicken 
Alfredo 
Over 
Rice is a 
specialty 
dish of 
Baratta’s 
Steak-
house. 
It is two 
strips of 
grilled 
chicken 
breast 
with 
wild rice 
and al-
fredo 
sauce.
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