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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

Carroll City Council mem-
bers appear on the verge of 
approving a partial mod-
ernization of the Rec Cen-
ter, a $7.3 million project that 
would include construction 
of a second gymnasium, a 
raised walking/jogging track 
and improved locker rooms.

The topic has emerged 
in hours of ongoing budget 
discussions at City Hall this 
week.

Because of the proposed 
funding mechanisms, the 
Rec Center project can move 
ahead with a simple major-
ity City Council vote. There 
would be no public vote with 
the modernization. Construc-

More-modest 
Rec Center 
modernization 
emerges in 
city budget 
planning
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No public vote 
needed on $7.3M 
plan; construction 
could start in 2022

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A Yale city employee falsi-
fied reports and failed to test 
the city’s drinking water for 
most of last year, according 
to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.

There’s no evidence that 
the water was unsafe to drink 
in the Guthrie County town, 
but it’s impossible to know 
for sure because of the falsi-
fied data.

Kendall Kipp started as the 
city’s water and street super-
visor in January 2011 and was 
required to test the water daily 
for chlorine, which is added to 
the water to kill bacteria. He 
also was supposed to moni-
tor iron levels, which can be 
a barometer for toxins such 
as arsenic, and manganese 
that can affect infants.

In February, the state con-
ducted a routine check of the 
city water’s chlorine concen-
trations and found that they 
were three times lower than 
what Kipp was recording in 
monthly reports, according 

City worker 
was not testing 
drinking water
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JOE SLADE WHITE
CARROLL NATIVE & 
POLITICAL CONSULTANT
BUFFALO, NEW YORK

I treasure the memories, 
and the friends I still have 

in Carroll.
When I was a boy, the 

FROM CARROLL TO 
BIDEN ADVISER, WHY 
MY HEART WAS FULL 
ON INAUGURATION DAY

I 
am so lucky to have grown up in Carroll, Iowa. 

We talk about the values we learn in a place like 

Carroll. I know it’s made a difference to me. What 

matters most are the people you grow up with. 

OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO BY DAVID LIENEMANN

Then-Vice President Joe Biden meets with Joe Slade White and family in his 
West Wing Office, April 1, 2015.

family talked about poli-
tics around the dinner 
table at home. I loved lis-
tening to my parents. So 
it probably wasn’t all that 
surprising after college in 
Washington, D.C., I began 

working on political cam-
paigns. Soon I started a 
company to create strat-
egy and television ads for 
Democratic candidates 
around the country.

In 1995, I was asked to 

join the campaign team 
for U.S. Sen. Joe Biden 
of Delaware. And I wrote 
and directed the televi-
sion advertising for his 

By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

National Democratic Oval Office front-
runner Joe Biden woke up in Carroll 
on a December 2019 Sunday, attended 
Mass at St. Lawrence Catholic Church 
and filled up on Queen Beans oatmeal 
before continuing a barnstorming tour of 
Iowa in which the former vice president 
made the case that he was the Demo-
crat best positioned to oust President 
Trump from the White House.

Biden, who was sworn in as president 
of the United States Wednesday, has 

dined, campaigned, attended church 
and stayed overnight in Carroll in the 
past during his three bids for the presi-
dency in 1988, 2008 and 2020.

Americans have strong views on poli-
tics these days. The co-owner of Queen 
Beans, Scott Larson, has a non-political 
take. He sees Biden as one of the best 
customers he’s had. While Biden ordered 
a simple breakfast, his campaign and 
the traveling media bought at least 50 
lunches to go, giving the local eatery a 
banner day, Larson said.

Biden in Carroll County: 
A retrospective

THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

Second 
Catholic 
president 
campaigned 
in Carroll 
County 
during his 
three White 
House runs
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Former 
Vice Pres-
ident Joe 
Biden 
cam-
paigned 
in Carroll 
County 
in 2019, 
speak-
ing at 
the Leet-
Hassler 
Farm-
stead in 
Manning. 
After his 
speech, 
he vis-
ited with 
Carroll 
County 
residents 
there.

FIND MORE INSIDE

• Read about the other presidents 
who have visited the area on page 12.

• See more photos of President 
Joe Biden’s past visits to Carroll 
County on pages 8 and 9.

• Read reactions to the 
inauguration from Michele Manatt 
and Victoria Anders, U.S. Sen. Charles 
Grassley and Douglas Burns on pages 
10 and 11.
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