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A young person in the 
Carroll area died recently 
after ingesting what ap-
peared to be a common 
painkiller that actually was 
a counterfeit pill contain-
ing the powerful synthetic 
opioid fentanyl.

“I’ve seen young peo-
ple who will casually use 
street pills, and this is a 
nightmare,” said County 
Attorney John Werden, who 
reviewed the deceased per-
son’s autopsy. “The street 
drugs they’re buying may 
very well be fentanyl.”

Law enforcement of-
ficers who responded to 
the report of the over-
dose thought the pills that 
caused it were oxycodone 
based on their appearance, 
but Werden said the au-
topsy showed fentanyl was 
the sole cause of death.

Oxycodone is among 
a handful of prescrip-
tion medications that 
sometimes are used rec-
reationally for their intoxi-
cating effects. They often 
cost $5 or more per pill, 
which gives incentive to 
people who obtain them 
legally from a doctor to sell 
them to acquaintances or 
others.

The pills also can be 
obtained through illegal 
narcotics supply chains, 
and some overseas manu-
facturers have begun sub-
stituting tiny doses of fen-
tanyl to produce similar 
effects at lower produc-
tion costs.

The problem is that fen-
tanyl is so potent — more 
than 100 times more pow-
erful than morphine — that 
a pure dose the size of sev-
eral grains of salt can kill 
someone. Even skin con-
tact with the drug can be 
dangerous.

“There is no quality con-
trol in these counterfeit 
pills,” Richard Salter Jr., of 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, said last 
year amid a significant in-
crease in seized fake pills 
in Minnesota. “Each time 
someone takes a counter-
feit pain pill, they are play-
ing Russian roulette with 
their life.”

The trafficking of coun-
terfeit pills in the Midwest 
has surged in the past two 
years, and annual drug 
overdoses across the coun-

Fatal 
overdose 
caused 
by one 
fake pill

PUBLIC 

HEALTH

PILL, PAGE 4

By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

JEFFERSON

At age 87, U.S. Sen. Charles 
Grassley, first elected to office 
during the Eisenhower ad-
ministration, smiled broadly 
when pressed by audience 
members about a potential 
re-election campaign next 
year in a town hall at Landus 
Cooperative in Jefferson this 
past week.

“I can do 20 right now,” 
Grassley said, referring to 
push-ups.

The senator said he would 
make a decision in a mat-
ter of months on whether to 
seek an eighth, six-year term 
in the Senate in November 
2022. If Grassley does run, 
and wins and lives through 
inauguration day on Jan. 20, 
2029, he will at age 95 have 
served 70 consecutive years 
in public office, as he was 

sworn in the Iowa House on 
Jan. 12, 1959.

“I like my work,” Grassley 
said, telling this newspaper 
later that he would not re-
veal at this point whether he 
is leaning for or against an-
other bid for office.

Grassley has been in office 
since he was 25 years old.

The feat of political endur-
ance would vault Grassley 
past his late colleague, U.S. 
Sen. Robert Byrd, a West Vir-

ginia Democrat, who served 
in the West Virginia State-
house, U.S. 
House and 
Senate for 
a total of 
6 3  y e a r s 
s t r a i g h t . 
Byrd died 
i n  o f f i c e 
in 2010 at 
the age of 
9 2 .  T h e 
late Democratic Michigan 

Congressman John Ding-
ell served in Congress from 
1955 to 2015, a record, but 
Dingell had no earlier state-
level offices, meaning he’s be-
hind Byrd and Grassley in 
total years.

Grassley started in the Iowa 
House in 1959, then moved 
to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives in 1975 and on to 
the Senate in 1981.

Grassley may seek 70 consecutive 
years in public office
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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

GLIDDEN

Sen. Joni Ernst’s daughter 
now is at the U.S. Military 
Academy. 
But not so 
long ago, 
Ernst, 50, 
found her-
self looking 
for child-
care options 
as a working 
parent in 
s o u t h e r n 
Iowa, the Republican sena-
tor said in Glidden Thursday.

“Been there, done that,” 
said Ernst, the former Mont-
gomery County auditor. “It 
was tough.”

Ernst talked with board 
members and other advo-
cates of The Lil’ Wildcat Edu-
cation Center and conducted 
an interview with local media 
during her hour-long event 
in Glidden.

T h e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
5,000-square-foot, single-
level, stick-built structure will 
be located on Idaho Street 
(Glidden’s main street, south 
of U.S. 30) between Glidden-
Ralston School building and 
the Lincoln Club. The area 
currently is green space and 
is used for parking for foot-
ball games.

“I am so excited about this; 
I am,” Ernst said.

Ernst, in responding to 
COVID-19, has made wom-
en’s roles in the workplace a 
high priority. Many American 

‘Been there, 
done that,’ 
Ernst tells 
Glidden 
parents 
seeking 
child care
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By PAM KUSEL
Manning News Journal

After 94 years in business, thou-
sands of business transactions and 
customers, the Puck family has sold 
the six Horizon John Deere dealer-
ships to Van Wall Equipment effective 
Dec. 15, 2020. The sale included the 
flagship store in Manning, established 
in 1926, and Horizon locations in 
Audubon, Adair, Avoca, Woodbine 
and Missouri Valley.

Over its 94 years of existence, the 
business gained distinction as one of 
few that proudly involved four gen-
erations. Third-generation brothers, 
Warren and Ken Puck, now retired, 
reflected on the decision to sell.

“Just as farms have grown much 
larger, dealerships have become big-

ger. When we expanded from one to 
two to four to six stores, we thought 
we were big enough, but that is by 
our standards, not John Deere’s,” 
Warren said. “Van Wall is a much 
different, much bigger organization 
than Horizon. We have known them 
and appreciated the way they have 
done business over the years. One 
of the reasons we chose to deal with 
them is because we know the Van 
Houweling family, and we knew their 
history. They have purchased stores 
but never closed them. That was of 
major importance to us. We wanted 
to retain the facilities in the places 
that we had them and the employ-
ees; it was important. They were very 
straightforward, and it just made it 
easier to deal with them.”

“I would be less than candid if I 

didn’t say we saw this coming. Our 
supplier, John Deere, made it very 
clear over 20 years ago that consoli-
dation was a corporate mandate. In 
our perspective it has truly been a 
big honor for us to say that we have 
enjoyed doing what we do every day 
for 94 years to serve our community, 
the employees, the customers and 
to watch our customers, community 
and employees grow and prosper. 
It’s been an honor to watch the next 
generation of our family embrace 
our operation and to grow, as well,” 
Ken said. “To be approached by an-
other family-owned enterprise ask-
ing to buy the entire operation and 
to continue it just like our family has 
done was truly an honor.”

Puck family sells 
94-year-old John Deere 

equipment business

MANNING

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES HERALD

The mosaic on the Horizon Equipment building on Highway 141 in Manning depicts the changes in 
farming practices. Horizon commissioned the mosaic done in celebration of its 75th anniversary as a 
John Deere dealership. 
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