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Good Afternoon,  
Ed Flemming
Thank you for subscribing  
to the Carroll Times Herald

Start delivery of the 
Carroll Times Herald

712-792-3573 or 800-262-5495
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704 W US Highway 30 
Carroll, IA 51401

Phone: 712.792.5050

www.greteman.com

814 N. Adams
Victorian home on historical record. 
Beautiful woodwork, stairs & fl oors. 4 
bedroom, 2 baths & 3 car garage. 

$169,900

#20158617

16417 Mahogany Ave. 
Amazing custom built 1 owner loaded with 
quality and character throughout. Priced 
well below construction costs & beautifully 
updated and cared for.

$589,900

#20157735

FEATURED LISTINGS

Thursday, October 17th

4:30 – 6:30 pm
Hosted by: 

712-792-5557

811 PLAZA DR., CARROLL, IA

By JARED STRONG and 

REBECCA MCKINSEY
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

County leaders approved 
an $8.95 million bond sale 
Thursday to build a new 
downtown jail that netted 
them an additional $1.7 
million up-front payment 
because they agreed to pay 
a higher interest rate.

The Board of Supervisors 
had delayed the bond sale a 
week amid a turbulent mu-
nicipal bond market that was 
jolted by manufacturing and 
job data announcements and 
a large foreign bond sale fail-
ure — and that delay served 
them well, said Nathan Sum-
mers, a public finance banker 
who is helping Carroll County 
with the bond sale.

“We saved some money 
by waiting and letting the 
market flush itself out,” he 
said. “We’re in a good spot.”

The nearly $9 million of 
borrowing that voters ap-
proved last year to pay for 
the new jail will not cover 
its full cost because early 
estimates of that cost were 
millions of dollars short. The 
bid for construction that the 
supervisors approved in Sep-
tember was about $4 million 
more than expected.

To help cover that fund-
ing gap, the supervisors will 
pay a premium interest rate 
of 5 percent to investors in 
exchange for more money 
up front. Weeks ago, Sum-
mers projected the county 

Supervisors finalize 
loan for new jail
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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

JEFFERSON

A Solon, Iowa, native with a 
health-care background took 
home the $25,000 “pitch-day” 
check for his business venture 
Tuesday after convincing a 
panel of entrepreneurs at a 
start-up competition held at 
Accenture’s Forge in Jefferson 
that his speech-improving 
mobile phone application 
— Speeko — has business 
takeoff potential.

Nico Aguilar, 30, the CEO of 

Speeko (“Nico from Speeko,” 
as he is fond of saying), said 
the funds will be used to boost 
a product that already is avail-
able on smartphones. The 
app uses artificial intelli-
gence to provide feedback 
on people’s speaking styles 
with advice on pacing and 
filler words, speed of speech 
and other elements of com-
munication, all aimed at turn-
ing Speeko users into more 
dynamic speakers.

“What an awesome com-

Phone app that helps 
you speak better wins 
Jefferson start-up 
competition

BUSINESS
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Greg Sands, who launched the Jefferson Startup Pitch 
Day, said the winning company, a speech-develop-
ment business, Speeko, has impressive traction with 
users. It is a No. 1-rated application in the Apple App 
Store with about 12 percent of users converting to 
paid subscriptions — “all of which is very impressive,” 
Sands said.

APP, PAGE 4
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There were lots of cats and dogs, for sure, but 

also a wide variety of other animals — a turtle, 

a chicken rooster, hamsters, rabbits and goats 

— at the annual pet-blessing ceremony, cel-

ebrating the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, on 

Friday, Oct. 4, at the Kuemper Catholic School 

Holy Spirit Center playground. Father Kevin 

Richter, pastor of St. John Paul II Catholic Par-

ish, and Deacon Tim Murphy blessed the pets 

brought by preschoolers through third-graders. 

Students who couldn’t bring pets were invited 

to bring a favorite stuffed toy animal. Murphy 

noted that St. Francis is the patron saint of 

animals and nature and said the hope is that 

the pets all will have long, healthy lives. He 

also pointed out that St. Francis, who found-

ed the church’s Franciscan order and lived in 

Italy during the late 12th and 13th centuries, is 

remembered for his caring for the poor. Above, 

prekindergartner Hayden Hunziker and his 

first-grade sister, Adleigh, get together with the 

family’s 10-year-old goldendoodle, Harley. At 

right, Glenn Tigges, who has a first-grade son, 

Colton Tigges, brings a Rhode Island red roost-

er to the pet-blessing ceremony.

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 12.

KUEMPER PET BLESSING

BLESSED ARE THE PETS
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Volleyball teams learn who they will have 
to play to get to Cedar Rapids  PAGE 6, SPORTS


