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Good Afternoon,  
Dr. Allen Anneberg
Thank you for subscribing  
to the Carroll Times Herald

Start delivery of the 
Carroll Times Herald

712-792-3573 or 800-262-5495

TWO-WAY PLAYS
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704 W US Highway 30 
Carroll, IA 51401

Phone: 712.792.5050

www.greteman.com

1420 E. 11th St.
Fantastic four bedroom, three bath walkout ranch home in 

pristine condition. Features include fi replace, covered deck 
and oversized heated and cooled garage.

$489,000

#20159062

110 Timberline Rd.
4 bedroom ranch with 2 large living areas, plus a great 
screened in porch. Oversized eat-in kitchen with all appliances 
staying. Enjoy wild life roaming through this wooded lot.

$295,000

#5672898

FEATURED LISTINGS

Holiday Chamber Bucks
Buy $50 in Chamber Bucks, get $15 free 

plus a #ChooseCarroll mask

* Limit of $200 Chamber Bucks per person. Promotion available while funds last. 

Call the Chamber office at 712-792-4383 to order your Chamber Bucks! 

By LARRY DEVINE
l.devine@carrollspaper.com

In their decades of portray-
ing Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
Harvey and Annabel Smidt 
of Lake View never have ex-
perienced a Christmas sea-
son like this one.

After they stepped off Car-
roll Fire Department Engine 
2 following a Carroll Cham-
ber of Commerce-sponsored 
Santa and Mrs. Claus tour of 
downtown Carroll the day 
after Thanksgiving, they had 
nearly an empty calendar.

Any other year, they’d be 
on the go from Thanksgiv-

ing until Christmas — com-
munity celebrations, house 
parties, school, church and 
nursing home visits. But the 
coronavirus-pandemic year 
has virtually wiped out even 
Santa and Mrs. Claus’ sched-
ule.

“Terrible,” Mrs. Claus la-
mented. “Nothing,” Santa 
said.

Indeed, it’s tough for a cou-
ple whose lives have been so 
tied to the holidays.

“Our lives are wrapped 
around being Santa and 
Mrs. Claus,” Annabel said.

He’s played Santa 50 years, 
and she joined him as Mrs. 

Claus 35 or more years ago. 
Harvey, 85, and Annabel, 83, 
married 64 years ago, on 
March 30, 1956. They op-
erated Harvey’s mother’s 
farm a mile west of Ulmer. 
Harvey worked at a feed mill 
and Noble Manufacturing, 
both in Sac City. Annabel 
worked 28 years at Twilight 
Acres Nursing Home in Wall 
Lake. They have a son and 
a daughter.

For Harvey and Annabel, 
Christmas indeed is the best 
time of the year.

He counts down the days 
before he can don his red suit 
and beard.

“Every year,” Annabel said, 
“starting in the summertime, 
he counts how many days till 
Christmas, and people say, 
‘Oh my gosh, you’re talking 
about Santa already! No we 
don’t want cold weather yet.’ ”

For 28 years now, the cou-
ple have been the center of 
attention of Carroll Cham-
ber Christmas events — the 
lighting ceremony and the 
Santa station on Thursday 
nights as well as Saturdays 
and Sundays in Westgate Mall.

“It’s been a great life,” said 
Annabel, wearing red cordu-

Quiet Christmas:
COMMUNITY

Pandemic hits even Santa and Mrs. Claus’ schedule
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Santa 
and 
Mrs. 
Claus 
finish 
their 
fire-
truck 
tour of 
down-
town 
the Fri-
day 
after 
Thanks-
giving.

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

There were at least 50 
people waiting for free pork 
loins on Thursday morning 
in the Bomgaars parking lot.

It was part of Iowa Select 

Farms’ annual Operation 
Christmas Meal, a philan-
thropic endeavor that be-
gan at the Iowa State Fair-
grounds 10 years ago and 
since has branched out 
into communities that are 
touched by the fifth-larg-

est pork producer in the 
country.

The Iowa Falls company 
gives 5-pound loins to peo-
ple in scads of communities 
across the state to ensure 
that families have a proper 
Christmas meal.

“We weren’t sure we were 
going to be able to do it this 
year,” said Allyson Mathisen, 
communications special-
ist for Iowa Select Farms, in 
reference to the coronavi-

Free pork flows in 
Bomgaars parking lot

OPERATION CHRISTMAS MEAL
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Allyson Mathisen, a communications specialist for Iowa Select Farms, hands out a free holiday pork loin 
in the Carroll Bomgaars parking lot Thursday.
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By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

A year ago, Windstar Lines 
and its Greteman family 
founders were enjoying the 
fruits of vision and tireless 
work.

They’d hatched a winning 
idea and built the Carroll-

based motorcoach company 
into a brand with national 
appeal.

Windstar buses were every-
where. On a family vacation 
in Washington D.C.? You’d see 
Windstar Lines motorcoach-
es lining the National Mall.

Or you’d catch them at col-
lege football games where 
they transported teams. Or 
just rolling down Interstate 
80 between Iowa City and 
Des Moines ferrying seniors 
to cultural events or kids to 
school activities. Over the 
course of 25 years, Wind-
star, owned and operated 

For Carroll’s 
Windstar, it’s battle, 
rebound, rinse, repeat

BUSINESS

Motorcoach 

company lost 97% 

of business, climbed 

back to 20% of its 

regular traffic

By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com

Fresh from freshman ori-
entation in Washington D.C., 
Congressman-elect Randy 
Feenstra, R-Hull, said he’s 
encouraged at prospects 
for bipartisan work in the 
capitol on agriculture.

Having a fellow Iowan — 
former Iowa Gov. Tom Vil-
sack — in the top job at the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture would be a big boost to-
ward that end, said Feenstra, 
who in January will succeed 
Republican U.S. Rep. Steve 
King of Kiron in the sprawling 
39-county 4th Congressional 
District. President-elect Joe 
Biden has nominated Vilsack, 

a Democrat, to return to the 
ag secretary position he held 
f o r  e i g h t 
y e a r s  i n 
the Obama 
Administra-
tion.

“It’s par-
amount,” 
F e e n s t r a 
said of Vil-
sack’s nomi-
nation in a 
phone in-
terview with The Carroll 
Times Herald Wednesday. “It 
is critical. I saw it last night 
and I was like, ‘Hey, I’m re-
ally excited.’ People have 
to understand agriculture 

Feenstra ‘excited’ about 
Vilsack nomination, 
wants bipartisan work 
on Iowa agriculture

GOVERNMENT

Congressman-
elect Randy 
Feenstra
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Carroll’s boys basketball team led 
early by two key role players  PAGE 6, SPORTS


