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Council will reconsider 4 parking spots for jail
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

A Carroll city councilman who 
was among those who voted 
against eliminating four Main 
Street parking spots for a new 
downtown jail told the Times 
Herald he will call for another 
vote on the matter as he negoti-

ates a compromise with county 
leaders.

“To me, the four parking spots 
are imperative to protecting com-
merce downtown,” Councilman 
Clay Haley said Tuesday. “I’m 
working aggressively to find a 
way to preserve downtown park-
ing space and help the county 
get the project moving forward.”

The parking spots are near a 
proposed vehicle entrance and 
exit of the jail, and vehicles parked 
there might obscure the view of 
drivers leaving the building.

The removal of those spots re-
quires a series of three affirmative 
votes for approval. The first vote 
on Aug. 12 was unanimously in 
favor. The second vote passed 
5-1, with Councilwoman Caro-
lyn Siemann opposed.

In the third vote on Sept. 23, 

County leaders threatened they would demand 
compensation from city for design changes
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The Carroll 
City Coun-
cil could vote 
again on 
whether to 
remove these 
four parking 
spots on Main 
Street to ac-
commodate 
construction 
of the new 
Carroll Coun-
ty jail.

By ANNIE MEHL
a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

As technology continues 
to advance and tech-based 
jobs spread, Karen Friedlein 
wants to ensure students in 
Carroll are ready to meet the 
changing demands both in 
school and after they are out 
of the classroom.

She wants to help every stu-
dent be successful, she said.

“I want to help move the 
Carroll school district for-
ward, particularly with tech-
nology and where the jobs 
are going with artificial in-
telligence and technology,” 
she said.

School board member 
emphasizes importance 
of technoloy skills

EDUCATION

Friedlein running 

for position on 

Carroll school board
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Karen Friedlein is run-
ning for her Carroll Com-
munity School Board 
spot in November.

Friedlein, 58, a Carroll 
Community School Board 
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By JARED STRONG
j.strong@carrollspaper.com

Carroll County will spend 
about $5 million over the 
course of the next decade 
to pay for a new radio com-
munications system for dis-
patchers, law-enforcement 
officers, firefighters, para-
medics and others.

The Board of Supervi-
sors voted unanimously 
on Monday to approve a 
lease-to-own agreement 
with Motorola.

The county expects to 
spend about $490,000 each 
year for the system, but it 
doesn’t have to make its first 
payment for about a year.

The supervisors had 
a brief discussion about 
how to pay for the system 
Monday but didn’t reach a 
conclusion.

“I don’t know that we can 
delay the approval of this 
project any longer, simply 
because of the $500,000 re-
duction in cost,” Supervisor 
Dean Schettler said, in refer-
ence to a discount Motorola 
offered if the county inked 
an agreement by Monday. 
“Down the road we can de-
cide how to pay for this.”

Bock estimates that the 
cost per household for the 
new radio system is about 

Supervisors approve 
$5 million radio plan
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By ANNIE MEHL
a.mehl@carrollspaper.com

COON RAPIDS

On a crisp fall day, Liz Garst stood 
in the shade of the same trees that 
towered over her 60 years ago.

Although many years have passed 
since Garst stood on her family’s farm 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev, the 
same energy and excitement buzzed 
through her the way it did when she 
was 8 years old.

Time had changed so much, but 
that day, so much felt the same.

Garst, a granddaughter of agriculture 
pioneer Roswell Garst, celebrated the 
60th anniversary of Khrushchev’s his-
toric visit to her family farm in Coon 
Rapids last Saturday.

During the day, people toured the 
Garst Historic Farmhouse, which 
after recent renovations earned the 
“Best Rural Preservation Project” 
from Preservation Iowa, listened to 
keynote speaker Timothy Naftali, 
CNN presidential historian and co-

author of the award-winning book 
“Khrushchev’s Cold War,” and also 
watched the dedication of the 1957 
sculpture “Let Us Beat Swords Into 
Ploughshares.”

More than 100 people from all 
around Iowa as well as neighboring 
states South Dakota and Nebraska 
attended the anniversary, said Bar-
bra Jotzke-Torrier, development and 
communications director at Whiter-
ock Conservancy.

Jotzke-Torrier said the day was won-
derful. It gave people the opportunity 
to come out and learn about the his-
tory of the Garst Historic Farmhouse 
and how much it has meant to people 
not just in Coon Rapids but all over 

TURNING BACK TIME
ANNIVERSARY

Whiterock celebrates 60th 
anniversary of Khrushchev visit
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Liz Garst, the granddaughter of agriculture pioneer Roswell Garst, speaks during Whiterock Conservan-
cy’s 60th anniversary celebration of Nikita Khrushchev’s visit to Coon Rapids.
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