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Robert Smith makes 
$3 billion profit on sale of 

software company
Robert Smith, currently listed 
by Forbes Magazine as the 
wealthiest African-American, 
recently increased his fortune.  
Smith is the founder of 
investment firm Vista Equity 
Partners. Two years ago, he 
purchased Marketo, a company 
that sells digital marketing 
software, for $1.8 billion.  Smith 
fired the founding CEO and 
replaced him with former SAP 
executive Steve Lucas.  Marketo 
was revitalized, and Smith sold 
the company to Adobe Software 
for $3.75 billion in September.
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Benedict’s Harris named 
to SIAC All-Conference 

Volleyball Team
For the second time Benedict’s 
V’Aira Harris has earned 
All-Conference honors by 
the Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference. Harris 
was selected to the SIAC 
All-Conference second team, 
earning the same honor she 
received after the 2016 season. 
She averaged 2.84 kills per 
set, 10th best in the SIAC. She 
also averaged 3.21 digs per 
set, which also ranked 10th 
best in the league.

USA imposes trade 
penalties on Mauritania 

over slavery
Mauritanian activists praised 
the United States’ decision to 
end trade benefits over the prac-
tice of slavery in Mauritania. 
President Trump said Maurita-
nia was no longer eligible for the 
benefits, citing insufficient prog-
ress in eradicating forced labor 
and hereditary slavery. Mauri-
tania became the last country to 
abolish it in 1981. Today more 
than two in every 100 people - 
90,000 in total - live as slaves, 
according to the 2018 Global 
Slavery Index.

Former NFL owner donates 
$5 million to African-
American Museum

Former Carolina Panthers 
owner Jerry Richardson and 
wife Rosalind have pledged $5 
million toward the International 
African-American Museum, 
to be build in Charleston.  Of 
the $5 million, $1 million will 
be used for construction and 
another $1 million for staff-
ing and startup. The remain-
ing funds will be set aside as 
an endowment to support field 
trips from schools in economi-
cally challenged neighborhoods.

2018 Llewelyn Award recipient Gerald A. Wilson, MD (cen-
ter) with (left to right) CCME Board of Directors Chair-
man John Smith, MD; John Ropp III, MD, Chairman of 
the Coalition for the Care of the Seriously Ill (CSI) and Vice 
Chairman of the SCMA Board; and March Seabrook, MD, 
President-Elect for SCMA.

Dr. Gerald Wilson of 
Columbia, South Carolina 
was awarded The Carolinas 
Center for Medical 
Excellence’s (CCME) 2018 
Timothy S. Llewelyn, MD 
Award in recognition of his 
outstanding achievements in 
the improvement of health 
care quality and service to the 
medical community.

A native South Carolinian, 
Dr. Wilson has devoted his 
life to serving the South 
Carolina population for four 
decades through his general 
and vascular surgeon practice 
and his active leadership 
and participation in medical 
organizations serving across 
the state. Dr. Wilson has shown 
dedication to his community 
through his involvement in 
overall public health, diabetes, 
cancer, women’s health, and 
behavioral health.

Over the span of his 
career, Dr. Wilson has 
received over a dozen 
prestigious recognitions and 
awards within South Carolina 
for his service to the medical 
community – a true testament 

of his dedication to health 
care and to the state. Among 
these include South Carolina 
Medical Association’s 
(SCMA) Physician of the Year 
for Community Service and 

a Certificate of Recognition 
from the Department of Health 
and Environmental Control 
Board for Distinguished and 
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Hieshia Wright, owner of Bend A Lights, displays one 
of her lamps based on the ‘Finding Nemo” movie.

WFMV 95.3 FM celebrates 25 years
WFMV 95.3 FM 

(Columbia, SC) celebrated 
25 years of service to the 
community on Sunday, 
October 28, 2018 with a 
free, star-studded concert 
at Bible Way Church of 
Atlas Road. Stellar Award-
winning and Grammy Award-
nominated national recording 
artists Travis Greene and 
Todd Dulaney headlined 
the celebration, attended by 
2,000+ enthusiastic listeners 
and fans.

Signing on to the airwaves 
in October 1993, WFMV 
was the first 24-hour FM 
Gospel station in the country. 
A pillar of service in and to 
the community, the station 
has provided over $200,000 
in academic scholarships to 
college-bound high school 
seniors through the Future 
Leader Scholarship initiative; 
raised hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital; 
made Thanksgiving meals 
possible for thousands of 
families; and put smiles on the 
faces of thousands of children 
during the Share the Spirit of 
Giving Christmas campaign.

“It is hard to believe it has 
been 25 years,” said Mr. Alex 

Snipe, founder and president of 
Glory Communications, Inc., 
WFMV’s parent company. 
“What began as love for the 
radio when I was a boy working 
in the fields of Berkeley 
County has blossomed into 
a tool for inspiration and 
encouragement.”

At WFMV’s 25th 
Anniversary concert, City 
of Columbia Councilwoman 
Tameika Isaac Devine 
presented Mr. Snipe with the 
Golden Key to the City, and a 
proclamation from Columbia 
Mayor Steve Benjamin was 

presented declaring Sunday, 
October 28, 2018 as Alex 
Snipe Day in the City of 
Columbia. In addition, South 
Carolina Senator Darrell 
Jackson presented Mr. 
Snipe with a special Senate 
Proclamation. The anniversary 
concert also featured stirring 
music renditions from national 
recording artist Shawn Bigby, 
Standard out of Charlotte, NC, 
Bible Way Church of Atlas 
Road, Word of God Church 
& Ministries, and the CBJ 
Singers of Brookland Baptist 
Church.

Columbia Councilwoman Tameika Devine pres-
ents the Key to the City to Glory Communications 
Founder Alex Snipe.

Long-time Benedict College executive 
and International Zeta Phi Beta 

Sorority Basileus laid to rest
Funeral services for Mrs. Barbara 

Cecilia Crockett Moore were held 
Thursday, November 1st at the Antisdel 
Chapel of Benedict College, with burial 
in the Crescent Hill Memorial Gardens.

Born on December 27, 1949 in 
Columbia, SC, Mrs. Moore was the 
daughter of the late Albert and Wilhelmina 
Dinkins Crockett. She graduated from C. 
A. Johnson High School, Class of 1968 
and Benedict College, Class of 1971.

Mrs. Moore served Benedict College 
for more than 43 years.  She served as the 
6th Executive Secretary of the Benedict 
College National Alumni Association 
from 1976-1996, Director of Alumni 
Affairs for 20 years, and as Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement for more 
than 23 years.

“Mrs. Barbara C. Moore was a great 

Barbara Moore served Benedict College for 43 years

Barbara Moore 1949 - 2018Continued on page 9

Columbia Surgeon honored
Dr. Gerald A. Wilson, MD recognized for Leadership, 

Service, and Patient-Centered Care

Bend A Lights
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Inspiration for a new business can strike at any time – even 
on vacation. That is especially true for Hieshia Wright, founder 
of Bend A Lights.  Her company creates custom lamps and light 
products.

Wright is a native of Bishopville.  She is a graduate of 
Bishopville High School and attended Florence-Darlington Tech, 
where she earned an Associate’s Degree in Business Marketing.  
In 1999, she got married and moved to Sumter, SC.

Wright recently earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Healthcare 
Management. While studying for the degree, she stumbled 
across an item that would change her life.

“We were on vacation at Concord Mills Mall in North 
Carolina,” Wright recalled, “and there was a kiosk inside the 
mall selling these lights.  I thought that this was something that 
was so pretty and so unique.  I had never seen lamps like this 
before.  I was really intrigued.”

Wright purchase two of the lamps for her children.  She 
struck up a conversation with the owner of the kiosk to learn 
more about the lights.  Impressed by Wright’s interest, the 
kiosk’s owner suggested that she should open a business to sell 
the lights in her area.

“I knew that this was something that was not in my area, and 
I thought ‘Maybe I should try it’,” Wright recalled.  “So with a lot 
of trial and error, I got started.  After I grasped the concept of how 
to build the lights and put the puzzle pieces together, my creativity 
was able to flow with it.  I was able to create other designs.”

Wright uses special plastics and LED lights to create unique 
lamps.

“The plastic I use for the puzzle pieces is made out of 
polypropylene.  This plastic doesn’t bend, it doesn’t warp and 
it doesn’t catch on fire.  So in addition to having safe plastic, I 
build all my lamps with a 40-watt LED bulb.  LEDs are really 
safe and they don’t get warm and they last a long time.  So not 
only are they beautiful, they are also really safe for your home, 
your kids’ room or wherever you want to put them.”

“We do a lot of adult-friendly and kid-friendly designs,” 
Wright continued.  “For kids, we do designs such as Dora and 
Nemo from the movie ‘Finding Nemo.’  We have princesses, 
unicorns, and my creations of Mickey Mouse, and the Minions.”

Popular Bend A Lights for adults include professional sports 
teams.  Wright says that she can design Bend A Lights with just 
about any theme.

“I have about 20 standard designs.  If you come to my 
vending table at an event and I don’t have what you are looking 
for, I can build it right in front of you at the event.  It’s really cool 
and neat to see.”

Wright sells many of her lamps at trade shows, arts & craft 
shows, festivals and at vending events.  But many customers contact 
her through her Facebook page and request customized designs.  
Prices for the Bend A Light lamps range between $20 - $100.

“We can fit any size budget,” Wright says.  “My slogan is 
‘The Right Light For Any Occasion.’  Anything I do is good for 
any time of the year.  They make good Christmas presents, good 
birthday presents – what I do is good for any occasion.”

Wright says that she loves what she does, and wants to leave 
a legacy for her children.

“I wanted to show my children that if you want to start a 
business, you can do it,” Wright said.

If you are hosting an event with vendors, or would like to 
order a Bend A Light lamp, Wright can be reached by calling 
(803) 607-3011 or via email at bendalights@yahoo.com.  Bend 
A Lights’ products can be viewed at Facebook.com/bendalights.

South Carolina’s only two-
year HBCU announces 

major expansion
Clinton College, the 

nation’s only two-year 
historically Black college 
has grown to four-year 
collegiate status. Joining more 
than one hundred HBCUs 
(Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities), the college 
now offers four-year bachelor 
degrees to its students.

“Historically Black 
colleges and universities 
have always been at the 
forefront of social change 
in our nation, and now is no 

Dr.  Lester A. McCorn
President

Clinton CollegeContinued on page 9


