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Benedict’s Kipkemboi 
Named SIAC Runner Of 

The Week
Benedict College track athlete 
Nelson Kipkemboi was named 
the Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SIAC) 
Men’s Runner of the Week.  
Kipkemboi, a freshman, 
has earned his third weekly 
honor. The Kenya native 
finished second overall and 
the first collegiate to cross 
the line. He ran 26:08 and 
helped his team finish 5th 
overall in the 2021 Koala XC 
Classic.

Google to invest $1 billion 
in Africa

Google has announced that it is 
investing $1 billion in Africa in 
the next five years. It’s aiming to 
improve the continent’s internet 
connectivity and support start-
ups. During its first Google for 
Africa event, the search giant 
launched an Africa Invest-
ment Fund designed to help out 
startups by giving them access 
to its employees and tech. It’s 
also partnering with nonprofit 
Kiva to offer $10 million in low 
interest loans to help small busi-
nesses in Ghana, Kenya, Nige-
ria and South Africa.

U.S. House passes bill to 
end sentencing disparities
A bipartisan bill, called the 
“Eliminating a Quantifiably 
Unjust Application of the 
Law (EQUAL) Act,” was 
passed by the U.S. House of 
Representatives on September 
28 by a vote of 361-66.  The bill 
mandates that the federal crack 
and powder cocaine sentencing 
disparity would end. It would 
also retroactively apply the 
change to those already 
convicted or sentenced.  Crack 
cocaine users, who tend to be 
Black and minority, receive 
much harsher penalties than 
powdered cocaine users, who 
tend to be white.

Collecton County women 
awarded Order of the 

Palmetto
Patricia Grant was recently 
honored with The Order of 
the Palmetto, the State of 
South Carolina’s highest 
civilian honor. The Order of 
the Palmetto is presented in 
recognition of a lifetime of 
extraordinary achievement, 
service, and contributions on 
a national or statewide scale. 
Grant retired following a 46-
year career in the judicial 
system in South Carolina, 
including 20 years as Colleton 
County Clerk of Court.

Absentee Voting for Columbia 
Municipal Election Underway

Jean Hopkins presented with 
Delta Eta’s Prestigious Life Award

Richland Library names 
2021 Ethel Bolden 

Minority Fellowship
The Richland Library Friends and Foundation is excited 

to announce Cearra Harris as the recipient of the 2021 Ethel 
Bolden Minority Fellowship. She’s a doctoral student in Library 
and Information Science at the University of South Carolina.

Harris started her library career as a sorting shelver at Rich-
land Library Southeast over 10 years ago. Returning to Rich-
land County for the duration of her fellowship ending in May 
2022, Harris will work with Richland Library staff as a contribu-
tor to the Let’s Talk Race curriculum as well as connect with the 
community for the Edgewood Oral History initiative. She’s also 
sharing updates with the Richland Library Friends and Founda-
tion’s board.

In addition, Harris is receiving $3,500 in financial assistance. 
The fellowship encourages and provides support to students from 
underserved and underrepresented ethnic and racial groups who 
are working toward an undergraduate or graduate degree.

Originally established in 2010 as a scholarship, the fellow-
ship recognizes Mrs. Ethel Bolden’s years of service to the Rich-
land County community and its libraries.

Cearra Harris

The CEO Publication taps 
Columbia Housing’s 

Ivory N. Mathews in 2021 
Top 20 Dynamic CEOs

Columbia Housing’s Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), 
Ivory N. Mathews is named 
one of the Top 20 Dynamic 
CEOs in 2021 by The CEO 
Publication. The CEO Pub-
lication is a global business 
magazine recognizing CEOs 
across the industry vertical 
in the United States and the 
United Kingdom.

“The CEO Publication 
Magazine features iconic lead-
ers like Ivory Mathews who 
are responsible for taking 
their organization to new 
heights,” says Adam Patrick 
-Managing editor of The CEO 
Publication. “Our magazine 
showcases how leaders like 
Ivory have achieved the level 
of success they currently enjoy 
so that it can also be an inspi-
ration to other future trailblaz-

ers.”
In addition to being fea-

tured in the publication along 
with other trail-blazing CEOs; 
Ivory Mathews landed the 
cover of The CEO Publica-
tion, and her cover story is the 
center spread of the magazine.

Ivory N. Mathews is CEO of 
Columbia Housing.

Delta Eta Chapter Inc.® 
of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Inc.® 
established a new chapter 
award, the Delta Eta Presti-
gious Life Award, to honor the 
legacy of Ms. Jean Sanders 
Hopkins. In 1982 Ms. Hop-
kins and 11 other professional 
nurses, chartered Delta Eta 
chapter in Columbia, SC. Ms. 
Hopkins has been a dedicated 
member since its inception, 
that is 38 years of uninter-
rupted service with Delta Eta. 
She has led the organization as 
she served in the roles of chap-
ter President, Vice president, 
chaired countless community 
service programs and partner-
ships.

The chapter has recog-
nized Ms. Hopkins recently 
as the Delta Eta 2021 Soror 
(Member) of the Year. How-
ever, Delta Eta members 
unanimously decided that Ms. 
Hopkin’s extraordinary ser-
vice to Delta Eta Chapter and 
our community over decades 
was more befitting of an award 
such as the Delta Eta Presti-
gious Life Award. This award 
being establish as the chap-
ter’s highest award, has unique 
eligibility criteria that frames 
Ms. Hopkin’s service. To be 
considered for this award a 

member must have 38 years 
or more of continuous ser-
vice with Delta Eta Chapter, 
serve in a leadership capac-
ity, demonstrate significant 
contributions to the chapter 
and community, be an active 
member of Delta Eta and age 
90 years or older. On August 
21, 2021 at the Delta Eta 
Annual Retreat Ms. Hopkins 
was the inaugural recipient of 
the Delta Eta Prestigious Life 
Award, which ascertains her 
lifelong active membership 
without associated fees. Ms. 
Hopkins at the age of 90 con-

tinues to serve.
The 2021-2022 Scholar-

ship and Awards Committee 
members are: Mrs. Jettiva 
Belton, Mrs. Sheila Brown, 
Dr. Kim Gilmore- Co-chair, 
Dr. Cameo Green, Dr. Leslie 
Hodges- Jackson, Dr. Gwen-
neth Simmonds, and Dr. Tara 
Smalls, Chair. Mrs. Versie 
Wilson is the president of 
Delta Eta Chapter. To learn 
more about Delta Eta Chapter 
Inc.® of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, 
Inc.®, a professional nursing 
organization visit deltaeta-chi-
etaphi.org.

Jean Hopkins is a lifetime member of Chi Eta Phi 
Nursing Sorority’s Delta Eta Chapter.

Absentee voting is under-
way at county elections offices 
throughout the state for local 
elections held on November 
2nd. The State Election Com-
mission (SEC) would like to 
remind voters that that the 
special provisions for absentee 
voting in effect for the 2020 
General Election have expired 
and a qualifying reason (listed 
below) is required to vote 
absentee in any election in 

South Carolina.
Qualified to vote absentee? 
Vote in person or by mail:
In Person
Step 1: Visit your county 
elections office up until 5:00 
p.m. on Monday, November 1.
Step 2: Complete an 
application.
Step 3: Show your photo 
ID and cast your ballot.
By Mail
Step 1: Print an application 
from scVOTES.gov or ask 

your county elections office to 
mail you one.
Step 2: Complete, sign and 
return the application to your 
county elections office ASAP 
by email, mail, fax, or personal 
delivery. 

• Return your application 
at least two weeks before 
election day to provide time 
for receiving and returning 
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Local businessman dies
Calvin Reese, publisher 

of the Millennium Magazine, 
an online media outlet based 
in Columbia, has died.  He 
was 71.

Reese grew up in Colum-
bia, South Carolina.  He is a 
graduate of Booker T. Wash-
ington High School, and stud-
ied at the University of South 
Carolina.

Reese had over 25 years 
of experience in the media 
industry.  He started his career 
at WIS-TV, becoming one of 
the first African-Americans 
working in media sales in the 
state of South Carolina.  He 
also worked for over 15 years 
in the radio industry as a sales 
manager or general manager. 

Reese founded The Millen-
nium Magazine in 1999.

Reese is the father of two 
daughters, Cherie and Chelise, 
and two grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements 
are being handled by Leevy’s 
Funeral Home.

Calvin Reese

The South Carolina 
Department of Education for-
mally unveiled the 2022 South 
Carolina African-American 
History Calendar during a 
special ceremony held on 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
at the Koger Center for the 
Arts.

Now in its thirty-third 
year, the twelve-month calen-
dar was created to help bolster 
the state’s K-12 African Amer-
ican history curriculum. Each 

year the calendar profiles indi-
viduals who have had positive, 
compelling impacts on South 
Carolina and, often, our entire 
nation.

The SC African American 
History Calendar is designed 
to assist students in learning 
more about the contributions 
of distinguished African-
Americans who have con-
nections to the state. It has 
become a global resource for 
recognizing the achievements 

of African-Americans with 
South Carolina ties.

The web site - www.
SCAfricanAmerican.com - 
also includes information 
on past honorees, as well as 
resources for educators and 
links to other materials related 
to South Carolina›s African 
American history.

To nominate a person for 
a future calendar, visit https://
scafricanamerican.com/nomi-
nate-an-honoree.

2022 South Carolina 
African-American History 

Calendar unveiled

2022 Calendar honorees Karen Alexander-Banks (left) and Sergio Hudson (2nd from 
right) pose for a photo with stylist Deborah Lloyd (2nd left) and fashion designer 
Minhle (right) at the 2022 African-American History Calendar Unveiling Ceremony, 
held last Wednesday at the Koger Center for the Arts.


