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Richland One 
Sportsarama cancelled

Richland One’s Sportsarama, 
which was scheduled to be held 
August 14, has been cancelled. 
Sportsarama is the district’s 
annual jamboree that kicks off 
the start of the new high school 
football season. “Due to the 
risk of COVID-19 and changes 
to athletic schedules, as well as 
social distancing requirements, 
we are canceling the event to 
protect the health and safety of 
our student-athletes, staff and 
community,” said Richland One 
Athletics Director Bob Matz.

Kenya becomes the first 
nation to test interent 

access by hot air balloon
Kenya has become the first 
country to test ballons for 
delivering internet access to 
rural areas, in a collaboration 
between Google’s Project Loon 
and Telkom Kenya. Google’s 
internet balloons are wireless 
Internet connectivity towers 
that float in the stratosphere. 
They beam Internet signals to 
earth-based stations, which 
then transmit the internet to 
users through internet service 
providers.  The balloons will 
provide 4G internet speed.

SC State Zoom meeting 
targeted by racist hack

Last weekend, South Caro-
lina State University hosted a 
town hall Zoom meeting for 
parents and students to dis-
cuss the virtual re-opening of 
the University.  As the meet-
ing began, hackers entered the 
meeting and began using racial 
slurs.  SC State officials ended 
the meeting and re-scheduled.  
A similar hacking attack hap-
pened during a University of 
South Carolina Zoom call in 
April involving the Association 
of African American students.

USA population surpasses 
330 million

The U.S. population hit 330 
million at 8:02 a.m. Thursday, 
July 23, 2020 according to 
U.S. Census Bureau estimates. 
That’s a net gain of one person 
every 16 seconds as measured 
by the U.S. Population Clock 
since the 2010 census counted 
308,745,538 residents. The 
bureau’s Population Estimates 
Program calculates three 
components: births, deaths 
and migration. According 
to the population clock, the 
U.S. has one birth every eight 
seconds, one death every 12 and 
a net gain of one international 
migrant every 47 seconds.

Claflin University mourns the 
passing of former First Lady 

Alice Carson Tisdale
Alice Carson Tisdale’s 

extraordinary contributions 
to Claflin were the manifesta-
tion of her unyielding commit-
ment to providing students the 
essential academic, cultural, 
and spiritual preparation nec-
essary for their transformation 
into globally-engaged vision-
ary leaders. Mrs. Tisdale made 
her peaceful transition on Sat-
urday, July 25, 2020. She was 
the devoted wife of Dr. Henry 
N. Tisdale, who served for 25 
years as Claflin’s eighth presi-
dent. “We came as a team,” 
Dr. Tisdale often said, and 
their combined efforts figured 
prominently in Claflin’s emer-
gence as one of the region’s 
premier liberal arts universi-
ties.”

“Mrs. Tisdale played a 
pivotal role and joined her 
husband, President Emeritus 
Dr. Henry N. Tisdale, in shap-
ing the 25-year success story 
of Claflin University,” said Dr. 
Dwaun J. Warmack, president 
of Claflin University. “Not 
only did Mrs. Tisdale help 
strengthen the academic pro-
file of the University through 
the Honors College, but she 
also displayed compassion, 
guidance, and kindness to hun-
dreds of students who passed 
through the halls of Claflin. 
We are forever grateful for her 

visionary leadership.”
In 1996, Mrs. Tisdale 

was honored by the Claflin 
University Board of Trustees 
by the naming of the Univer-
sity’s honors college as “The 
Alice Carson Tisdale Honors 
College.” During her tenure, 
the graduation and retention 
rates of ACT Honors College 

students surpassed 80 percent 
and produced the University’s 
first-ever Harry S. Truman 
Scholar. Honors College 
scholars have also received the 
J. William Fulbright, Thomas 
R. Pickering, Bill and Melinda 
Gates, and other national 

South Carolina’s senior 
civil rights advocate Bishop 
Frederick C. James received 
the Leon A. Love Lifetime 
Achievement Award from 
the South Carolina African 
American Heritage Founda-
tion and Columbia SC 63: Our 
Story Matters at an outdoor 
ceremony at his home on July 
23, 1 p.m.

Engaged with ministry 
and activism at ninety-eight 
years old, Bishop James has 
led an extraordinary career as 
a minister, educator, and civil 
rights advocate as an ecumeni-
cal theologian, advocate for 
fair and decent housing, pro-
ponent of civil rights, political 
leader and public servant.

Jannie Harriot, the foun-
dation’s executive director, 
said, “For generations, Bishop 
James has been a trailblazer 
for freedom and justice. The 
SCAAHC is very pleased to 
honor to him for his unfailing 
dedication to human rights, 
African American history, and 
historic preservation. His rich 
and amazing life inspires and 
reminds us all of the important 
need to preserve and document 
African American history in 
the Palmetto State.”

Born in 1922 in Prosper-
ity, South Carolina, Bishop 
James has served the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
for more than 70 years in 
the United States and South 
Africa. He has also served on 
White House and State Depart-
ment advisory boards, and he 
was an invited dignitary at the 
signing of the Voting Rights 
Bill on August 6, 1965.

In 1943, Bishop James 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
in history and English from 
Allen University and his 
master’s of divinity degree 
from the Howard University 
School of Religion in 1947. 

98-year-old civil rights activist 
Bishop Frederick James honored

He returned to South Carolina 
in 1947 to become pastor of 
Wayman African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Winnsboro, 
then Chappelle Memorial 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Columbia, and then 
Mt. Pisgah African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Sumter, 
a position that he held for 19 
years. He was also a professor 
at Allen University in Colum-
bia, and, later, Dean of Allen 
University’s Dickerson School 
of Theology.

As a champion for civil 
rights, James became a com-
munity and state social and 
political action leader. In 1960 
while serving as the pastor 
of the Mt. Pisgah A. M. E. 

Church in Sumter, he was 
elected consultant and director 
of social action of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
In this position, he formed 
a close relationship with Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In 
1963, he became president of 
the Effective Sumter Move-
ment where his assisted with 
student demonstrations and 
the Freedom Rides.

In 1972, James was 
elected to the AME Bish-
opric and was assigned Pre-
siding Bishop of the AME 
Church in South Africa, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Swazi-
land, Namibia, and Mozam-
bique. Four years later, Bishop 
James was assigned as bishop 
in Arkansas and Oklahoma. 
He formed a lifelong friend-
ship with then-state Attorney 
General Bill Clinton. In 1984, 
he was assigned to the Sev-
enth Episcopal District, State 
of South Carolina where he 
led the way in restoring full 
accreditation to Allen Univer-
sity. In 1992, Bishop James 
assumed the role of Ecumeni-
cal Bishop and Chaplaincy 
Endorsement Officer of the 
African Methodist Episcopal 

Greedy Rascals
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Columbia native Brandon C. Johnson has always had three 
loves: clothes, cars and food.  A 1998 graduate of Ridge View 
High School, his entrepreneurial interests have been focused on 
those three areas.

At the age of 13, he got his first job working at Mista 
Brown’s Seafood on Monticello Road.

“My first job was scaling fish,” Johnson recalled. “Mista 
Brown taught me the business and how to make money the right 
way.  I was his sidekick at age 13.  I learned and wanted to have 
a restaurant of my own because of him.”

Johnson worked for Mista Brown until he turned 16.  He 
also started his first venture selling shoes.

“In school, I was known as the sneaker guy,” Johnson 
said. “I would be at the gas stations selling shoes.  My mom’s 
family is from the New York / New Jersey area.  You could go to 
Manhattan or Chinatown and get shoes for $20 - $30.  I would 
come back and sell them.”

Johnson sold enough shoes that he was able to open a 
clothing kiosk with his brother in Magnolia Mall in Florence.  
The brothers ran the kiosk for four years.

Johnson eventually decided to come back to Columbia.  He 
opened an urban fashion store in Sandhills called Street Trends.  
Unfortunately, the store didn’t fit the demographics of the area, 
and it wasn’t successful.

Johnson studied culinary arts at the Culinary Art School of 
Charlotte.  With his long experience working in restaurants, it 
was only natural that he return to the restaurant industry.

“I got together with my grandmother and my cousins, and 
we opened a family soul food fine dining restaurant on North 
Main Street.  Unfortunately, my aunt passed, then my grandfather 
died, and it kind of threw us off.”

The family closed the restaurant and sold the equipment.
Johnson also loves fixing up old cars, but quickly realized 

that it could never be nothing more than a hobby.  He decided to 
return to his food roots and open a new restaurant.  He named it 
Greedy Rascals - Hot Dog Bar.

“The name comes from the fact that everyone in the world is 
greedy for something,” Johnson says.  “Everybody has a hunger 
for something.  And everyone loves a rascal.”

The concept behind Greedy Rascals is to provide “gourmet 
fair food.”

“I want people to experience gourmet food but without 
the gourmet prices,” Johns says. “Everything is made fresh, 
everything is homemade, and it is presented to you as if you are 
at a Five-Star restaurant.”

Popular items include the Bucky Donut Burger, the Greedy 
Dog, and the Waffle Dog.  The Waffle Dog is an all-beef hot dog 
wrapped by a waffle and coated with Fruity Pebbles.  The Bucky 
Donut Burger is a burger with bacon and onions that uses two 
glazed donuts as a bun.

“A lot of my creations are unique,” Johnson says.  “I went 
to culinary arts school, and new items just pop up in my head.”

In addition to unique burgers and hot dogs, Greedy Rascals 
also serves gourmet sandwiches, donuts, smoothies, milkshakes, 
coffee, ice cream and gelato.

The restaurant does not serve pork products. Customers can 
substitute the beef with chicken, turkey, salmon or vegetarian 
products.

“We make our own chicken dogs,” Johnson said.  “We 
probably have the best chicken dogs in America.”

Alice Carson Tisdale
Former Claflin University First Lady

Brandon C. Johnson, owner of Greedy Rascals Hot Dog Bar
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Benedict College to host 
virtual Commencement 

and Baccalaureate 
ceremonies

Due to COVID-19 safety measures, Benedict College’s 
Baccalaureate Services will be held virtually this year.

The 2020 Virtual Baccalaureate Service and 31st Annual 
Honors Program Capstone Ceremony will be held on Friday, 
August 7, 2020 at 3 p.m.  The guest speaker will be Bishop 
Vashti Murphy McKenzie of the 10th Episcopal District of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church.

In addition, the in-person commencement convocation 
will be for graduates only. It will be live streamed for parents, 
alumni, and friends.

The commencement will take place on Saturday, August 8, 
2020 at 7 p.m.  The guest speaker will be Craig A. Williams (BC 
Class of 1990).  He is President of the Jordan Brand.

For more information, call Benedict College at (803) 705-
4600.
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Columbia SC 63 director and USC Professor Dr. Bobby 
Donaldson introduces Bishop Frederick C. James.

Bishop James addresses a 
crowd of supporters at the 
award ceremony.
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