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Mostly Black riders 
targeted for eating on San 
Francisco subway trains

Police officers for the San 
Francisco Bay Area commuter 
train system disproportionately 
target black riders with 
citations for eating and 
drinking, according to new 
data, renewing concerns about 
racial profiling.  Of 55 people 
cited for this offense over the 
last five years, 33 were black 
passengers, representing 60% 
of the citations. Nine of the stops 
were white passengers, seven 
were listed as Hispanic, five 
were listed as “other” and one 
was unknown.  Only 10 percent 
of the total riders are Black.
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SCSU’s Pough named 
MEAC Coach of the Year
The Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference has selected 
South Carolina State’s Oliver 
“Buddy” Pough as its Coach of 
the Year.  Pough had the biggest 
turnaround of the season after 
the Bulldogs finished last 
season with a 5-6 overall record 
and a 4-3 mark in conference 
play. The 2019 season saw the 
Bulldogs finish 8-3 overall and 
6-2 in MEAC play. Pough led 
South Carolina State to its 17th 
MEAC championship overall 
and the seventh in his tenure.

Morocco rapper to spend 
one year in jail

A Moroccan rapper who 
recorded a viral track denounc-
ing the state of the country 
has been sentenced to a year 
in prison for insulting the 
police. Civil rights groups have 
called his sentence “an outra-
geous assault on free speech”.
Mohamed Mounir, who per-
forms under the name Gnawi, 
was also fined the equivalent 
of $103 (£79) after confessing 
to cursing about the police in 
a video he posted online in late 
October. He can appeal the sen-
tence.

Salley, SC gets new mayor
Nathan Salley Sr. served as the 
mayor of Salley, SC for 25 years.  
The World War II veteran is a 
descendent of the town’s found-
ers, who also named the town in 
their honor.  But in a stunning 
upset, Salley was defeated by 
political newcomer LaDonna 
Hall by five votes.  Hall won 
the election as a write-in candi-
date.  With her victory, Hall is 
the first African-American and 
the first woman to serve as Sal-
ley’s mayor.  Salley is located in 
Aiken County.  With a popula-
tion of 398 (2010 Census), it is 
the home of the Chitlin Strut.

Orangeburg NAACP wins 
national awards

Orangeburg Branch NAACP President Barbara Johnson-
Williams holds two prestigious plaques presented at the 
South Carolina State Conference Annual Convention and 
Civil Rights Conference, held recently in Rock Hill, South 
Carolina.  The first award was the Modjeska Simpkins 
Advocacy For Health - given to an organization for 
community outreach in the area of Youth, Education, Health 
Advocacy and Voter Empowerment.  The second received 
was the Game Changer Award for recognition of activities 
and or initiatives in Education, Youth and Young Adult 
Engagement as well as Health. Also attending the State 
Convention were student college branch representatives 
from Claflin University and South Carolina State University.

Monument to World War I African-
American heroes approved for Fort 

Jackson’s Centennial Park
The 371st Infantry 

Regiment WWI Memorial 
Monument Association is 
pleased to announce that 
the board of the Gateway 
to the Army Association 
has approved placement of 
a monument to honor the 
famed African-American 
371stInfantry Regiment 
and their comrades 
who fell in France in 
WWI.  The monument 
will be sited within Fort 
Jackson’s Centennial 
Park.  The 371st Infantry 
Regiment was formed at Camp 
Jackson (now Fort Jackson) in 
1917, and, later, demobilized 
and deactivated there in 1919.  
Therefore, it is appropriate 
that the Regiment be honored 
at Fort Jackson.

Of the four African 
American Combat Regiments, 
the 371st Infantry Regiment 

was the only one composed 
of southern African-American 
draftees.  They served with the 
renowned French 157th ‹Red 
Hand› Division, and came 
out as heroes.  They earned 
the respect of their battle-
hardened French comrades 
and the officers with whom 
they served.

“THE RED HAND”, sign 
of the Division, thanks to you, 
became a bloody hand which 
took the Boche by the throat 
and made him cry for mercy. 
You have well avenged our 
glorious dead. --  General 
Mariano Goybet, Commander 
of the French 157th Infantry 
Division

Fundraising is ongoing to 
raise an estimated $292,000 to 
prepare the site, build, and 
place the monument in tribute 

Model of the 
371st Infantry Monument

Three Midlands principals honored
The South Carolina 

Association of School 
Administrators (SCASA) has 
named three school leaders 
from the Midlands as the 2020 
South Carolina Elementary 
Assistant Principal of the 
Year, the 2020 South Carolina 
Middle Level Principal of 
the Year, and the 2020 South 
Carolina Secondary Principal 
of the Year. 

Dr. Twanisha Garner, 
assistant principal at Langford 
Elementary School in Richland 
School District Two, is the 
2020 Elementary Assistant 
Principal of the Year; Dr. 
Robin Coletrain, principal 
of W.A. Perry Middle School 

in Richland School District 
One, is the 2020 Middle 
Level Principal of the Year; 
and Mrs. Sonya Bryant, 
principal of Batesburg-
Leesville High School in 
Lexington School District 
Three, is the 2020 Secondary 
Principal of the Year. All three 
award winners were selected 
from outstanding fields of 
administrator candidates by a 
veteran panel of judges. 

“We are excited 
to announce that 
Dr. Twanisha Garner has 
been named the SCASA 
Elementary Assistant Principal 
of the Year,” said Beth Phibbs, 
executive director of the 

South Carolina Association of 
School Administrators. “She 
is an outstanding leader who 
is well respected and valued 
by the students, parents, 
faculty, and staff of Langford 
Elementary School.”

Beth Phibbs continued, 
“We are pleased to announce 
that Dr. Robin Coletrain has 
been named the SCASA 
Middle Level Principal of the 
Year. She is an innovative 
leader who has built a culture 
of excellence at W.A. Perry 
which is rooted in compassion 
and collaboration.”

Superintendent of 

Dr. Robin Coletrain (center) is congratulated by staff members, family and school 
board members during a special ceremony at W.A. Perry Middle School.
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Barry Walker has made a 
career out of bringing people 
together.  He did it for years 
as “Chef Fatback,” a musician 
and owner of popular soul food 
restaurant Mac’s On Main.  
Now he is doing it again as 
the newly elected mayor of the 
town of Irmo.

Walker moved to South 
Carolina in 1990.  Wanting to 
get into politics, he ran first 
Irmo City Council in 1998.  
He ran for city council three 
times before winning a seat in 
2004.

He first ran for mayor, 
unsuccessfully in 2007.

“I ran for mayor against 
John Gibbons,” Walker 
recalled. “I didn’t know how 
to run for mayor. Gibbons had 
been in office for 20 years, and 
kept getting reelected.  I said, 
‘I’m gonna throw my name in 
the hat and make you do some 

work.’ It was a very cordial 
race. I lost, but I still was on 
Council.”

Walker ran again in 2011, 
losing a four-person race to 
Hardy King.  Walker did not 
run for mayor in 2015.  He 
had a long-standing feud with 
Hardy, and decided to run 
again this year.

“The previous mayor 
won the last election by only 

50 votes,” Walker recalled. 
“I thought that if I won by 
50 votes out of a thousand 
cast, what’s it going to look 
like?  You won, but they really 
didn’t want you?  But when 
we got to the end of it and I 
was winning by 500 votes, I 
said ‘Not only did I win, but 
they really wanted me’.”

Irmo Mayor Barry Walker Jr. was installed and presided 
over his first city council meeting on Tuesday night.

Local artist to headline “A 
Night in Jazz”

The Pride Ensemble, 
comprised of some of the 
greatest musicians on the 
East Coast, will headline 
the Beaufort County Black 
Chamber of Commerce’s “A 
Night in Jazz” concert.

The group was formed 
at South Carolina State 
University in 1982.  It 
is headlined by H. Wade 
Johnson, the Director of Bands 
at Benedict College.

H. Wade Johnson, 
Educator, Performer, Music 

Arranger, and Clinician is 
a native of McClellanville, 
South Carolina. He earned 
his Bachelor and Masters 
Degrees in Instrumental Music 
Education and Secondary 
Counseling at South 
Carolina State University in 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, 
and a Masters Degree in Jazz 
Education, from Vander Cook 
College of Music in Chicago, 
Illinois.  He says that teaching 

H. Wade Johnson
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Barry Walker installed as 
Mayor of Irmo

Continued on page 6

Mattie’s Thrift Store
Community Business of the Week

Mattie Canzater (left) is pictured with her son Alonzo 
Cantzater and niece Yazmine Cantzater.  They keep 
customers happy at Mattie’s Thrift Store in Columbia.

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

19th century German 
philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche said “What does not 
kill you makes you stronger.”  
That saying perfectly sums 
up the life of Mattie Canzater, 
owner of Mattie’s Thrift Store 
in Columbia.

Mattie Canzater is a 1984 
graduate of Spring Valley 
High School.  She grew up 
feeling unloved and unwanted, 

spending time in foster homes.
“I had a rough childhood,” 

she recalled. “I started having 
kids. I just wanted my own, 
just something I could love.”

Eventually, she became a 
single mother of five children 
and living on government 
assistance.”

Mattie got a job working 
as a caregiver in a nursing 
home.  But it didn’t improve 

Continued on page 8


