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Yale University selects 
first Black student body 

president
Yale University student Kahlil 
Greene is serving as the 
university’s first black student 
body president. Greene, a 
junior, campaigned on a 
four-part policy plan, which 
included: fostering a safer, 
healthier and more equitable 
campus culture.  Greene, who is 
an economics major, served on 
the Yale College Council prior 
to his election as president.  
The Maryland native said 
that he was inspired to run for 
president to “amplify the voices 
of the underserved communities 
on campus.”

FREE

Benedict player named to 
All-Conference Team

Benedict College senior safety 
Robert Cummings has been 
named to the 2019 All-Southern 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SIAC) Football All-
Conference team.  Cummings 
was second on the team and 
10th in the SIAC in tackles per 
game. He had 65 total tackles 
and averaged 6.5 tackles per 
game. He also ranked fourth in 
the SIAC in passes defended.  
Cummings was the only player 
from Benedict to make the All-
Conference Team.

Researchers say Africa is 
a $3 trillion opportunity

New research from Oxford 
Economics says that Africa 
represents a $3 trillion eco-
nomic opportunity, once the 
African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) is fully imple-
mented. The African Union is 
putting the AfCFTA into opera-
tion.  Eventually, it will be the 
world’s largest free trade area 
by number of countries. Cur-
rently, it is in force in only 27 
countries. Researchers said that 
freeing up trade is going to be 
the big engine of African growth 
throughout the 2020s.

NAN, NAACP demand 
new election in North 

Charleston
The National Action Network 
(NAN) protested the North 
Charleston November 5 munic-
ipal election because of voter 
suppression perpetrated in sev-
eral of the races. The Charles-
ton County Board of Elections 
and Voter Registration denied 
the protest on November 11.  
Former North Charleston 
NAACP President Ed Bryant 
echoed NAN’s allegations. “The 
election was a bamboozle,” he 
said, calling for a new election.

Claflin, SC State students meet 
presidential candidate

Gov. Deval Patrick, (first row, third from right)Massachusetts’ 
first African American governor, met on Wednesday, 
November 20, with several Claflin University and South 
Carolina State University students. The students, representing 
the Student Government Association, NAACP (National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People), and 
Student and Campus Activity Boards met with Gov. Patrick 
during breakfast and discussed several topics including the 
country’s job market, first-time voters and historically black 
colleges or universities, student leadership, and the student 
debt crisis. Gov. Patrick announced recently he is running for 
president, making him the latest person to join the race to 
become the 2020 Democratic presidential candidate.

Faith leaders raise money for hurricane relief
Pastors and ministers of the Columbia Community Faith Coalition pose with a check 
facsimile for $6,000, which will be presented to the American Red Cross for the aid and 
support of Hurricane Dorian victims. The coalition sponsored a benefit concert, “Faith vs. 
Dorian,” on Sunday, November 17th at Haskell Heights First Baptist Church. According 
to the project’s spokesperson, Pastor Glenn D. Wigfall, (fourth from left), “This successful 
concert is a sterling example of how God will bless our communities when Christians work 
together for the good of mankind. Entertainers donated their talents - preachers got their 
houses of faith involved - people dug into their wallets. We were all the heroes - God got the 
glory - and suffering people were blessed.”

SC Baptist Convention names first 
Black president

South Carolina Baptist Convention 2019 officers 
include: Bryant Sims, outgoing president; Alex Sands, 
president elect; and Josh Powell, president.

The South Carolina 
Baptist Convention’s (SCBC) 
made history at its 199th 
Annual Meeting on November 
12 by electing a Simpsonville 
pastor as the first African 
American to serve as president.

Alex Sands, pastor of 
Kingdom Life Church in 
Simpsonville, was elected asthe 
SCBC’s president-elect. The 
president-elect automatically 
becomes president following a 
year of service.

Following Sands’ 
election, current SCBC 
President Bryant Sims said, 

“After slavery ended, 
virtually every African 
American left the balconies of 
our churches to form their own 
churches and conventions,” 
current SCBC President 
Bryant Sims said. “Our track 
record on the race issue over 
the next 100 or so years was 
not great, to say the least, 
but today, we’ve elected my 
brother, Alex Sands, and I 

could not be more thrilled.
“Folks, I don’t want it 

to be lost on us today, that on 
our 200th anniversary – the 
oldest state convention in the 
Southern Baptist Convention – 
our first African American will 
preside as president of the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention.”

Sands was nominated as 
president-elect by Charleston 

First Baptist pastor Marshall 
Blalock, a past president of 
the state convention. Sands 
has been serving as first vice 
president. His church, which 
was planted in 2003, joined the 
SCBC in 2005. He has served 
on the SCBC Executive Board 
and was vice chairman of 
the executive-director search 
committee.

USC Center for Civil Rights 
History and Research 
receives National Park 

Service Grant to develop 
Civil Rights digital exhibit

The National Park Service has awarded the Center for Civil 
Rights History and Research at the University of South Carolina 
$37,000 to develop a digital exhibit chronicling the critical role 
of South Carolina in the Civil Rights Movement.

This digital exhibit builds on the work of the Civil Rights 
Center’s Justice for All, developed as a physical exhibit in 
collaboration with University of South Carolina Libraries on 
display from February – August, 2019.  Over 4,000 people visited 
Justice for All, and the digital exhibit will allow thousands more 
to connect with civil rights history in South Carolina.  It will 

Jamar H. Washington, owner of J Haleem Media, signs 
a copy of I Won’t Starve for Angelo McBride from the 
City of Columbia’s Office of Business Opportunities.

Local entrepreneur 
launches new book

Jamar H. Washington’s life is a living testimony about the 
power of resilience and overcoming obstacles.  He has put that 
testimony into a new book, entitled “I Won’t Starve” to inspire 
and reassure people that no matter what circumstances they are 
facing, they can overcome adversity and thrive.

A native of Newark, New Jersey, Washington first came 
to Columbia in 1999 to attend Benedict College.  A series of 
mistakes led to Washington becoming a convicted felon.  The 
only jobs he could get were low-paying jobs, where he earned 
only $8 an hour.

Despite the obstacles, Washington took charge of his life 
and launched a series of successful companies.  Today, he is the 
owner of J Haleem Media, a popular business consultant and 
coach, and a new author.

On Saturday, November 23, Washington held a book signing 
party to celebrate the release of “I Won’t Starve.”  Dozens of 
friends, supporters and business clients came out to celebrate 
with Washington and obtain copies of his new book.

“This was a great night,” said Washington. “A lot of my 
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Benedict students provide a 
Happy Thanksgiving

Benedict College 
students, faculty and staff 
provided turkey and dinner 
items for well over 100 families 
at its annual Thanksgiving 
Food Basket Give-Away, 
held Tuesday morning at the 
Antisdel Chapel.

Every year, Benedict 
College faculty, students 
and staff host an annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
to ensure that disadvantaged 
members of the community will 
not go hungry. The Benedict 
family raises money and 
collects food items to distribute 
to residents of the Columbia 
Housing Authority on the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  
The turkeys were purchased 

Five community pillars to be honored 
at the Evening of Elegance Gala

The 20th Annual Evening of Elegance 
Gala, hosted by The 100 Black Men of Greater 
Columbia, Inc. will take place on Friday, 
December 6, 2019 at the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel, 2100 Bush River Road, Columbia.  The 
event will honor five Community Pillars: The 
Honorable James E. Clyburn of the US House 
of Representatives (Leadership); Dale Collier 
of Brownstone Construction (Economic 
Empowerment); Vince Ford of Prisma 
Health (Health & Wellness); JT McLawhorn, 
Jr. of the Columbia Urban League (Mentoring); 
and Leah B. Moody, University of SC Board of 
Trustees (Education). Wallace Cunningham, 
AARP-SC Retired State Associate Director of 

Multicultural Outreach and member, will also 
receive the President’s Award for Exemplary 
Service.

The Black-tie dinner program begins 
at 7 p.m. and includes the recognition of 
scholarship recipients, the Induction Ceremony 
of new members and music by Mike Stone 
Entertainment.

The Public is invited to join in the 
celebration of the 2019 Honorees; however, 
advance reservations are required. Contact 
the Gala Chairman Torri Toland for ticket 
and/or table donations at 803.467.4831 or 
gala@100bmogc.com.  All donations are tax 
deductible.

from the Walmart on Forest 
Drive, Benedict’s partner for 
the food drive.

Benedict College has 

partnered with the Columbia 
Housing Authority for over 25 
years to help feed families in 
the community.

Benedict College students prepare to pass out over 100 Thanks-
giving Baskets to Columbia Housing Authority residents.


