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Black woman makes 
history in MLB

Bianca Smith who most 
recently served as an assistant 
baseball coach and hitting 
coordinator at Wisconsin’s 
Carroll University, was named 
a coach in the Boston Red Sox 
minor league system. Smith, 
29, becomes the first Black 
woman to coach in professional 
baseball. She will work with 
the team’s infielders at the Red 
Sox minor league facility in 
Fort Meyers, Fla. Smith played 
softball at Dartmouth College 
from 2010-12.

African Continental Free 
Trade Bloc takes off

The African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA) has 
finally taken off across the con-
tinent. Originally scheduled 
to kick off on 1 July, 2020, the 
coronavirus crisis stalled the 
proposed launch. The AfCFTA 
is expected to boost intra-Afri-
can trade, contribute to job 
creation, and facilitate Africa’s 
integration into the global 
economy.  The AU says that 
the agreement will create the 
world’s largest free trade area. 
Currently 54 states have agreed 
to the AfCFTA.

Universal Hip Hop 
Museum receives funding
A $349 million development 
project on the Bronx Harlem 
River waterfront in New York, 
which includes the Universal 
Hip Hop Museum, has received 
funding. Construction is 
scheduled to begin in January, 
and it is expected to open 
in 2023.  The Universal Hip 
Hop Museum will be the first 
cultural institution of its kind on 
the globe honoring the totality 
of hip-hop.  The museum is 
expected to take up over 50,000 
square feet of space.  The 
museum will feature all things 
hip hop, which was invented in 
the Bronx in the 1980s.

Black sheriffs make 
history in the Pee Dee

The Fourth Circuit of the Pee 
Dee region has four Black sher-
iffs serving in Dillon, Marlboro, 
Chesterfield and Darlington 
Counties. It is the first time that 
four Blacks have held the posi-
tion of the sheriff at the same 
time. Darlington County Sheriff 
James Hudson, Jr. and Dillon 
County Sheriff Douglas Pernell 
are first-time sheriffs. Marlboro 
County Sheriff Charles Lemon 
is serving a second term and 
Chesterfield County Sheriff 
James Dixon is in the middle of 
his first term.

Dr. Ronnie Hopkins 
recently assumed the role of 
interim president of Voor-
hees College while the board 
searches for the institution’s 
tenth president.

Before serving as interim 
president, Hopkins served as 
the institution’s provost and 
vice president for academic 
affairs, accreditation liaison, 
and is a tenured professor of 
English.

He said as the Board of 
Trustees commences a search 
for the 10th President, he is 
both honored and humbled to 
serve as interim president of 
Voorhees College.

“I truly look forward to 
providing students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and all other 
college constituents with 
dynamic leadership, guidance, 
and direction in support of 
our vision of academic excel-
lence and distinction,” Hop-
kins said. “I offer my sincere 
congratulations and blessings 
for continued success to Dr. 
W. Franklin Evans, the col-
lege’s ninth president as God 
has enlarged his territory and 
as he begins a new chapter of 
his career trajectory. President 
Evans has been an extraordi-
nary leader for Voorhees and a 
remarkable mentor to me.”

Hopkins added, “In the 
tradition of excellence and 
ambition instilled by our 
founder, Elizabeth Evelyn 
Wright, during my tenure as 
interim president, I will be 
highly engaged and my work 
will be intentional to ensure 
that Voorhees College contin-
ues to rise in its higher educa-
tion ranks and continues to be 
a place where students Begin. 
Believe. Become.”

According to Hopkins, 
Evans will serve as a presiden-

tial consultant through the end 
of January.

During Hopkins’ produc-
tive and progressive career in 
public and higher education 
for nearly 30 years, Hopkins 
has served in many adminis-
trative and instructional posi-
tions that involve supervision 
of faculty, staff, students, bud-
geting, and strategic planning. 
He has authored over $30 mil-
lion dollars in grant awards 

Voorhees College names 
interim president

South Carolina NAACP to 
host Virtual Martin Luther 

King Day
The State Conference of the NAACP invites you to 

participate in its 2021 Virtual King Day on January 18, 2021 at 
10 a.m. The theme is “Where Do We Go From Here?”

The South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP 
has invited some exciting speakers. They can confirm that 
Mr. Derrick Johnson, President and CEO of the NAACP; the 
Honorable James E. Clyburn, Sixth Congressional District; the 
Honorable Steve Benjamin, Mayor of Columbia, and so many 
more.

For more information, call (803) 754-4584.Continued on page 6

Dr. Ronnie Hopkins is Voorhees’ interim president.

Dr. Tracy H. Dunn named Dean of the 
Benedict College Tyrone Adam Burroughs 
School of Business and Entrepreneurship

Eighteen years after join-
ing the faculty at Benedict 
College, Dr. Tracy H. Dunn 
has become the first woman to 
be named dean of the Benedict 
College Tyrone Adam Bur-
roughs School of Business and 
Entrepreneurship. She is the 
fourth dean to head the Col-
lege’s business school.

“Over the past three 
years, Dr. Dunn has been an 
exceptional interim dean of 
the Tyrone Adam Burroughs 
School of Business and Entre-
preneurship. Through her 
leadership, the undergraduate 
curriculum was updated, the 
first graduate program was 
launched, and the School’s 
accounting and business 
administration programs 
secured national accredita-
tion,” said Roslyn Clark Artis, 
President and CEO of Bene-
dict College. “Dr. Dunn is very 
deserving of this promotion.”

Dunn has significantly 
expanded the breadth and 
depth of the school’s co-cur-

ricular programming with the 
opening of the Student Inno-
vation Hub. She has increased 
student participation in local, 
regional, and national com-
petitions as well as the devel-
opment of well-designed 
service-learning projects with 
options for consulting proj-

ects, and outlets for student 
enterprise.

“This is the right time to 
be a student at Burroughs,” 
Dunn says. “Our students are 
receiving a solid business 
education supplemented by a 

Continued on page 9

Dr. Tracy H. Dunn, Dean
Benedict College School of Business and Entrepreneurship

Cook’s and Moe’s Deli 
& Bakery

Community Business of the Week
By Nate Abraham Jr.

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
It is often said that most businesses fail within five years.  

For a business to survive for over 40 years, it has to be doing 
something right.

One such business is Cook’s and Moe’s Deli & Bakery.  
Under the ownership of Ojetta Rease, the restaurant has served 
the community for 41 years.

The restaurant was founded in 1980 by Joe Cook, Ojetta’s 
father.  His journey into the restaurant business started when he 
was a child.

“As a child, he used to get into a lot of trouble,” Ojetta said. 
“He was sent off to reform school. At reform school, he learned 
how to cook. He enjoyed cooking, so when he got out, he got a 
job at a bakery.”

Joe Cook had found his calling.  Eventually, he decided to 
open his own bakery.  He launched Cook’s Bakery on North 
Main Street in 1980.

“He started the bakery with $500 that he borrowed from 
his mom,” Ojetta said.  “It was just ice cream and bakery items. 
Over the years, he added hot dogs, which became very popular 
here in Columbia. That recipe for his hot dogs went a long way. 
And then he took a chance on doing dinners.”

Even though she loved to cook, Ojetta said that she didn’t 
work at Cook’s very much as a youngster.

“As a young child, I’ve always enjoyed cooking,” she 
recalled. “When you do something that you enjoy, it’s not really 
work. I ended up helping him more as I got older, in my late 30s 
and 40s. He brought me in and taught me how to bake his cakes 
and things. I learned a lot from him.”

Two years ago, Joe Cook was ready to retire.  Ojetta took 
over the restaurant and renamed it Cook’s and Moe’s Deli & 
Bakery.

“Moe is dedicated to my mom,” she said. “Her name was 
Moretta, and she passed away. I wanted to keep my dad’s name 
and I wanted to add my mom’s name.”

Ojetta said that the community supported Cook’s over the 
decades because of the consistent quality of its food.  That is a 
tradition that she is determined to continue.

“When I come in, I cook all of my own food. I like con-
sistency.  I try to have my food taste the same way every time 
someone comes in. I don’t want it to taste this way one day and 
then the next day it tastes very different,” she says.

Cook’s and Moe’s Deli & Bakery sells a variety of home-
cooked meals.

“One of my most popular items is my oxtail dinner,” Ojetta 
said.  “It is $14.99, and it is well worth the price. My plates 
are not skimpy, and I make sure you get your money’s worth.  
Everything I cook is fresh – macaroni, candy yams, potato salad, 
mashed potatoes -- everything is cut fresh every morning.”

Using fresh ingredients and cooking everything from scratch 
is the key to the restaurant’s success.

“I fry fresh chicken and pork chop every morning,” she 
continued. “I make homemade meatloaf and cornbread from 
scratch. My regular dinners are just $9.99 and that’s with one 
meat and three sides, cornbread or dinner rolls.  I don’t put any 
pork in my food.”

In addition to its dinners, Cook’s still has an extensive line 

Ojetta Rease, owner of Cook’s and Moe’s Deli & 
Bakery.  Known for its delicious soul food, Cook’s still 
has an extensive selection of baked goods.  Pictured are 
(left to right) Cook’s Sour Cream Pound Cake, Red 
Velvet Cake, Lemon Layer Cake and Sweet Potato Pie.

Continued on page 9

Fort Jackson commander to address 
Columbia Urban League’s 23rd 
Annual MLK Day Breakfast

The Columbia Urban 
League will host its 
23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Keeping the Legacy 
Alive Breakfast virtual event 
on Monday, January 18, 2021, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m.

South Carolina Educa-
tion Television Station will 
produce this event. It will be 
livestreamed on the Colum-
bia Urban League’s YouTube 
and Facebook pages and live 
streamed on WIS-TV, WLTX, 
WACH Fox. This year’s theme 
is Social Justice, Equity, and 
Inclusion.

This Breakfast celebrates 
the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., a civil rights 
icon, who changed the global 

approach to justice, humanity, 
and civility. Dr. Benjamin E. 
Mays, a distinguished educa-
tor theologian born in Epworth 
South Carolina who served as 

president of Morehouse Col-
lege from 1940-1947 and was 
Dr. king’s spiritual mentor, 
said this about Dr. King while 
eulogizing Dr. King on the 
Morehouse campus: “Here 
was a man who believed with 
all his might that the pursuit 
of violence at any time is ethi-
cally and morally wrong; that 
God and the moral weight of 
the universe are against it; 
that violence is self-defeating, 
and only love and forgiveness 
can break the vicious circle of 
revenge.”

The keynote speaker is 
Brigadier General Milford 
Beagle, Fort Jackson’s Com-

Brig. Gen. Milford 
“Beags” Beagle Jr.
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