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SCSU’s Heniaya Moton 
named to Preseason All-

MEAC team
South Carolina State senior 
guard Heniaya Moton was 
named to the Preseason All-
MEAC Second Team. All 
awards were voted on by the 
conference’s head coaches 
and sports information 
directors.  Moton led the team 
in scoring with 12.9 point and 
3.1 rebounds per game, while 
scoring 20 or more points in 8 
games including a career-high 
33 points in a 60-55 win over 
Maryland-Eastern Shore.

Nearly 1 in 5 COVID-19 
deaths in Africa linked to 

diabetes
According to a report by the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), 18.3% of COVID-19 
deaths in the African region are 
among people with diabetes. 
The WHO analysis of 14 Afri-
can countries, which provided 
information on COVID-19 and 
comorbidities, showed that the 
risk of complications or death 
from COVID-19 among people 
with diabetes increases with 
age, with people aged 60 years 
and above facing greater risks.

FBI says Hate Crimes in 
2019 were worst ever

According to an FBI report, 
2019 marked the deadliest year 
on record since the hate crimes 
reporting program started in 
1991. This is especially alarming 
considering that the number 
of law enforcement agencies 
voluntarily reporting their 
figures has decreased, which 
means the report only captures 
a fraction of the hate crimes.  
There were 7,314 hate crimes 
reported to the FBI in 2019. Law 
enforcement agencies reported 
51 hate crime murders, a 113% 
increase over 2018. Race based 
crimes comprised the largest 
number of incidences.

Florence elects first Black 
female mayor

Teresa Myers Ervin has been 
elected as mayor of the City of 
Florence.  She is the first woman 
and first African American to 
hold that office. Ervin served on 
city council for the past decade 
before winning the mayor’s 
office.  “We the citizens work 
together to do what’s best for 
our city as a whole. That means 
we put anything aside that has 
separated us and prevented us 
from moving forward. We must 
now look at what’s the greatest 
good for our city,” said Ervin.

Irmo Kids Dental
Community Business of the Week

By Kiara Lewis
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Dr. Santana Jones is a native of South Carolina with enor-
mous passion for dentistry and children. Her passion for den-
tistry began with her position as a Navy Dental Technician. She 
has since worked her way through the industry and has taken on 
the title as the founder of Irmo Kids Dental, which she estab-
lished in 2019.

Dr. Jones has been practicing dentistry for four years. She 
attended undergrad at the University of South Carolina (USC) 
and went on to obtain her Doctoral Degree in Dentistry from 
Meharry Medical College. Since graduating dental school, Dr. 
Jones has been practicing general dentistry with children. She 
is a member of the American Dental Association (ADA), South 
Carolina Dental Association (SCDA) and the American Acad-
emy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD). Dr. Jones is honored to pro-
vide exceptional dental care to the children of South Carolina.

“I just love it! It’s super fun, positive, and upbeat, which 
allows me to connect with children and offer a great service. We 
try to make the dental experience as fun as possible, more like a 
playdate. We know that a lot of traumatic memories come from 
childhood and it carries over into adulthood. So, our ultimate 
purpose is to provide an excellent, fun service where kids feel 
involved, and they’re not afraid to come to the dentist,” she said.

Dr. Jones described the office as a place of comfortability 
for the kids that includes a playroom with Pacman and other 
video games, as well as kid-sized chairs in the waiting room to 
ensure their “little patients” won’t be overwhelmed or fearful 
about what will happen next.

“Once they’re in the back, we pretty much treat them like 
little adults,” Dr. Jones said. “We talk to them and ask them if 
we can use Mr. Thirsty, which is our straw, and we show them 
everything. We even, sometimes, let them put on gloves and 
help us. We want them to feel included, and not that something 
is being done to them, but they’re having a part in their dental 
health and cleaning process. It makes them feel accomplished 
like they’re big kids, and it makes them excited to come back.”

At Irmo Kids Dental, general dentistry services are pro-

Dr. Santana Jones, owner of Irmo Kids Dental

Allen University announces 
historic partnership with Boeing

The Boeing Company and 
Allen University announced a 
new $1.5 million partnership 
to establish the Boeing 
Institute on Civility at Allen 
University. The Boeing 
Institute will be a national 
hub for teaching and provide 
programming aimed at 
advancing civil discourse in 
America and across the globe.

“The Institute on Civility 
will become a powerful 
catalyst for helping to promote 
thoughtful, civil discourse,” 
said Boeing president 
and CEO David Calhoun. 
“Empowering students and the 
broader community to debate 
public issues with civility and 
respect is an important step 
on the journey to developing 
lasting societal solutions.”

“The reach of The 
Boeing Company is 
particularly compatible with 
the University’s aspiration to 
demonstrate that service to the 
greater good does not stop in 
one’s own community, but has 
the obligation to be expansive,” 
said Allen University president 
Ernest McNealey. “While the 
Institute is the centerpiece of 
the Waverly Project, all aspects 
of it will confidently pursue a 
better future and honor those 

James A. Bennett named United Way of 
the Midlands Humanitarian of the Year

who did so in the past.”
“I want to thank Dr. 

McNealey, Mr. Calhoun, and 
Bishop Green for their support 
of this Institute on Civility. 
We are at an inflection point 
in this great country and we 
must learn to share our lives 
together,” said Congressman 
Jim Clyburn (SC-6). “This 
Institute means a whole lot to 
me, this institution, this state, 
and this nation.”

Boeing funding will 
support the renovation of the 
historic Good Samaritan-
Waverly Hospital, which 
will house the Institute once 
construction is complete. 

The Institute will include a 
memorial to honor the nine 
victims of the 2015 Mother 
Emanuel AME Church tragedy 
in Charleston and be the home 
to the South Carolina African 
American Hall of Fame.

The investment builds 
on Boeing’s commitment to 
advancing racial equity 
and compliments the 
company’s recent $10 million 
investment in similar causes.

Over the last five years, 
Boeing has invested more than 
$17 million in organizations 
to expand access and address 
inequities for communities of 
color across South Carolina.

Pictured (from left to right): Dr. Ernest McNealey, President and CEO Allen University; Mr. 
David Calhoun, President and CEO, The Boeing Company; Bishop Samuel L. Green, Sr. 
Chairman, Allen University Board of Trustees; The Honorable James Clyburn, U.S. Rep-
resentative 6th Congressional District and Allen University Board Member Mr. Dub Taylor, 
Vice President for Institutional Advancement.

United Way of the 
Midlands will honor 
James A. Bennett as the 
2020 Humanitarian of the 
Year award recipient on 
February 18, 2021, at the 
University of South Carolina 
Alumni Center.

The Humanitarian of the 
Year Award is given each year 
to individuals who clearly 
demonstrate extraordinary 
leadership in philanthropic 
and human services. It is 
the highest single honor of 
philanthropic achievement in 
the Midlands.

“James has been a longtime 
volunteer leader with United 
Way of the Midlands who 
has shared his vision, wisdom 
and strategic thinking on 
issues and topics that have 
benefitted our community,” 
said Sara Fawcett, United Way 
of the Midlands President 
and CEO. “There is no doubt 
this community and our state 
are better places because 
of his leadership and many 
contributions.”

Bennett was a part of 
the United Way team that was 
instrumental in evaluating 
and assessing the needs to 
create what would become 
Transitions. He traveled 
with United Way leadership 
and other community 
members to Miami, Florida 

to visit a similar facility and 
then returned home helping 
gain support from public 
officials. He is a former 
member of the Board of 
Directors of United Way of 
the Midlands and past chair 
of the Alexis de Tocqueville 
Society.

“James’ enthusiasm and 
commitment to improving 
the quality of life in our 
community is second to 
none,” said Robbie Foster, 
partner with Nelson Mullins 
Riley & Scarborough, 
and Chairman of the United 

Way of the Midlands Board 
of Directors. “We can’t wait 
to come together to celebrate 
his achievements and thank 
him for his contributions.”

Bennett, Mid-South Area 
Executive at First Citizens 
Bank, began his extensive 
career in banking in 1984. 
Throughout the past 36 years, 
he has worked for several 
local financial institutions, 
including South Carolina 
Community Bank where he 
served as president and chief 

An artist rendering of the Boeing Institute on Civility, to be 
located in the former Waverly Hospital.
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James A. Bennett, 2020 Humanitarian of the Year

Author Spotlight: 
Sydney Jo Washington

We are pleased to annouce 
the launch of our Author 
Spotlight, which is designed 
to showcase local authors.  
This week’s featured author is 
Sydney Jo Washington, a 7th 
grade student who recently 
released her debut novel 
“Malaysia’s BIG Move.”  The 
teaches kids and parents how 
to deal with bullying.

Watch our exclusive 
video interview with Miss 
Washington on the Carolina 
Panorama website’s video 
section at: https://www.
c a r o l i n a p a n o r a m a . c o m /

Facebook kicks off 
national #BuyBlack 

Friday campaign
Campaign designed to encourage 

shopping at Black-owned businesses
With Black businesses 

that are closing at twice the rate 
of others due to the pandemic, 
Facebook has launched its 
#BuyBlack Friday campaign 
in the United States.  This 
innovative holiday program 
redirects the energy of 
Black Friday to encourage 
consumers to #BuyBlack 
and support Black-owned 
businesses throughout the 
entire holiday season.

“The purpose of the 
campaign is to re-direct the 

energy of Black Friday towards 
Black-owned businesses,” 
said Facebook spokesperson 
Erica Woods.  “The holiday 
season is a critical time for 
businesses, and we thought 
that this would be a great 
campaign to get folks on 
Instagram and Facebook to 
consider shopping at Black-
owned businesses during the 
holiday season.”

Under the #BuyBlack 

carolina-panoramas-author-
spotlight-malaysias-big-move/
video_890664a3-1676-5586-
afe5-2bd3b4a0b9b7.html

Sydney Jo Washington
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