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Black News TV Network 
to launch in 2020

Black News Channel (BNC) 
announced that the launch of the 
nation’s only African American 
news network will occur on 
January 6, 2020. The Black 
News Channel is an independent 
network that is minority owned 
and operated, and it will be 
the nation’s only provider of 
24/7 cable news programming 
dedicated to covering the 
unique perspective of African 
American communities. BNC 
is the endeavor of the network’s 
co-founders, Chairman J.C. 
Watts, Jr. and CEO Bob 
Brillante. For more info, visit 
BlackNewChannel.com.
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Benedict track athlete 
named Athlete of the Year
Benedict College freshman 
cross country runner Mathew 
Chesum was named the 
South Region Men’s Athlete 
of the Year by the U.S. Track 
& Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association. Chesum, 
a freshman from Kenya, won 
the individual title at the South 
Region Championships when he 
covered the 10K tract in 31:48.9. 
He also won individual titles 
at the SIAC Championships, 
and the Great American Cross 
Country Festival.

Africa Investment Forum 
attracts world investors

The Africa Investment Forum 
is making phenomenal progress 
in attracting interest from all 
over the world since launching 
last year. This year’s forum will 
be held this week in Johannes-
burg, South Africa. The value 
of boardroom transactions to be 
negotiated this year will be con-
siderably higher compared to 
$43bn in 2018. A hundred and 
nine countries are represented 
at this year’s conference, 61 of 
which are not African, indicat-
ing growing international inter-
est in the annual gathering. 

Restaurant manager gets 
10 years for treating Black 

employee like a slave
Bobby Paul Edwards, 54, was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison 
and ordered to pay $272,952.96 
in restitution for enslaving 
a mentally-impaired Black 
man who worked for him at 
a Conway, SC restaurant. 
John Christopher Smith said 
Edwards physically abused him 
for years and forced him to live 
in a room behind the restau-
rant. The white manager used 
violence, threats and intimida-
tion to keep Smith in line.

Two distinguished 
graduates of Richland One 
schools will be inducted into 
the Richland One Hall of Fame 
in February, district officials 
announced at a November 7 
news conference.

The Richland One Hall of 
Fame was created to recognize 
Richland One alumni and 
other persons throughout the 
district’s history who have 
made significant contributions 
to Richland One, their 
communities, their professions 
and society as a whole.

Induction into the Hall 
of Fame is the highest honor 
bestowed upon individuals 
by the Richland One Board 
of School Commissioners. 
Eighty-five men and women 
have been inducted since the 
Hall of Fame was established 
in 2004.

The members of the 2019 
Richland One Hall of Fame 
induction class are:

• Judge Mildred 
Weathers McDuffie, a 
1953 graduate of Booker T. 
Washington High School 
and a retired Richland One 
administrator who also served 
on Richland County Council 

and as a magistrate judge
• Dr. Lonnie Randolph, Jr., 

a 1968 graduate of Dreher High 
School and a retired Columbia 
optometrist who led the South 
Carolina State Conference of the 
NAACP for 14 years

The 16th Annual 
Richland One Hall of Fame 
Induction Gala will be held 
Saturday, February 1, 2020 at 
the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center. The 

red carpet reception will 
begin at 5:00 p.m. and the 
program/dinner will begin at 
6:00 p.m. Additional details 
about the gala, including 
ticket information, will be 
announced later.

For more information 
about the Richland One Hall of 
Fame, go to www.richlandone.
org or callthe Richland One 
Office of Communications at 
(803) 231-7504.

Two to be inducted into the 
Richland One Hall of Fame

Judge Mildred Weathers McDuffie, a 1953 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington High School and a retired Richland 
One administrator, and former South Carolina NAACP 
President Dr. Lonnie Randolph, Jr., a 1968 graduate of 
Dreher High School and a retired optometrist, will be 
inducted into the Richland One Hall of Fame in February. 
The 16th Annual Richland One Hall of Fame Induction gala 
will be held February 1, 2020 at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center. 

Washington receives Order 
of the Palmetto

On October 20, 2019, Mr. Frank B. Washington (seen holding 
the citation) was awarded South Carolina’s highest civilian 
award, The Order of the Palmetto, by the state’s Governor, 
Henry McMaster. Many people know Mr. Washington as the 
35-year veteran of the South Carolina Department of Education, 
who championed the cause of quality education for all children. 
As an NAACP stalwart, Mr. Washington’s work, grit and gall 
paved the way for the first African Americans to be elected to the 
South Carolina General Assembly (1970) since Reconstruction. 
The Frank B. Washington vs. Kirkman Finlay lawsuit laid 
the groundwork for the election of the first African American 
Columbia City Councilpersons (1983) since Reconstruction.

Longtime community servant, Eugene Washington, shared 
his thoughts on Mr. Washington’s recent citation.

“This is a belated and well-deserved salute for a man who 
dedicated his life to leveling America’s playing field for all 
of its citizens. It was my honor to have served in his NAACP 
administration.”

Persons sharing in Mr. Washington’s special moment were, 
from left to right: Dr. Varsha Kapoor Washington (Frank’s 
granddaughter in-law), Dr. Kent T. Washington (grandson), 
Dr. Kent W. Washington (son), Mrs. Peggy McMaster (South 
Carolina’s First Lady), Governor Henry McMaster, Frank B. 
Washington, Vivian Washington (Frank’s wife of 69 years), 
Mrs. Robin Major (daughter), Dr. Thomas Major (son-in-law). 
Back row, left to right: Evan Major (grandson), Andrew Major 
(grandson). Not pictured is daughter, Dr. Carla Washington. 

Love Peace & Hip Hop, 
Columbia Museum of Art 

to celebrate South Carolina 
Hip Hop Culture

African Children’s Choir coming to 
the Midlands

The African Children’s 
Choir is excited to bring 
its completely redesigned 
live show to Columbia with 
the “Just As I Am” tour. By 
combining traditional hymns 
with African cultural sounds, 
these incredible children 
will share stories of God’s 
faithfulness in their lives.

Don’t miss out on this 
uniquely immersive worship 
experience for you and your 
community.  The Choir will 
perform on February 26, 2020 
at the Ephesus Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, located at 
7709 Wilson Boulevard in 
Columbia.  The concert will 
begin at 7 p.m.  The concert 
is free, but everyone must 
register online and display a 
ticket at the door.
Our MISSION

The mission of the 
African Children’s Choir is to 
help Africa’s most vulnerable 
children today, so they can 
help Africa tomorrow. With a 
focus on education, the Choir 
is currently caring for several 
thousand underprivileged 
children throughout Africa. 
These are children who could 
have lost all hope, but have 
overcome their circumstances 
and are now working towards 
making a positive impact in 
their communities.
Our IMPACT

The performances 
raise funds for our various 
educational and developmental 
programs in Uganda, Kenya, 
Rwanda, Ghana, Nigeria, 
South Sudan, and South 
Africa. Over the past 30 years, 
the Choir has performed 
thousands of concerts around 
the world, including concerts 
at the Pentagon, Capitol Hill, 
and The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Concert. These 
young children are between 
the ages of 7-11 years old, 
and represent the 52,000 
children in Africa that have 
been involved in our programs 
and are benefitting from the 
work of the Choir.
Our PERFORMANCES

The concerts feature 
singing, choreography and 

traditional instruments played 
by the children. The 80-minute 
program includes praise and 
worship music combined with 
songs from their own African 
culture. These talented 
children are full of joy despite 
their difficult circumstances 
and will capture the hearts of 
all who watch them.
Our MUSIC

This year, the Grammy-
nominated African Children’s 
Choir will be releasing a NEW 
hymns album, entitled JUST 
AS I AM.
Involve the COMMUNITY

Joint Performance: Local 
youth choirs are always 
welcome to join the African 
Children’s Choir to sing the 
African anthem for the finale 
of the concert as an additional 
outreach opportunity.

Other performances in 
South Carolina include Rock 
Hill (February 23), Camden 
(February 23), Hilton Head 
(February 28), Greer (March 
1), Liberty (March 1) and 
Fountain Inn (March 4).

To learn more about the 
African Children’s Choir, visit 
AfricanChildrensChoir.com.

Love, Peace & Hip-
Hop and Columbia Museum 
of Art (CMA) announce 
a groundbreaking new 
project entitled “TRIBE: A 
Celebration of South Carolina 
Hip-Hop Culture.” A unique 
partnership spanning the 
fields of music, visual art, 
dance, and live performance, 
TRIBE celebrates the core 
elements of hip-hop culture in 
South Carolina.

The initial offering 
from the TRIBE project is 
Love, Peace & Hip-Hop 
founder and FatRat Da Czar’s 
double-CD studio album, 
also entitled TRIBE, which 

will release on Tuesday, 
November 12. The album’s 
25 tracks feature artists from 
across the state and across 

FatRat Da Czar

Continued on page 2

Editor’s Note:  One of our 
very first Business of the Week 
feature stories was about 
Miriam Kennedy, owner of the 
Flower Station.  We featured 
her in our March 5, 2009 
issue.  Sadly, we featured her 
again in our February 6, 2014 
Business of the Week Update 
after her untimely death.  Her 
son, Anthony Kennedy, took 
over his mother’s business.  
We did a feature story on The 
Flower Station and Anthony’s 
efforts to expand the business 
in our September 15, 2016 
issue.  In the article, Anthony 
talked about the importance 
of continuing his mother’s 
legacy, and his desire to pass 
the business on to his daughter, 
Layla, when she grows up.  He 
also thanked the community 
for supporting The Flower 
Station for 34 years.

Unfortunately, the 
Midlands has lost another 
one of its long-time business 
leaders.  We are sad to report 
that Anthony Kennedy was 
killed on November 7, 2019.  
Through two generations, 
the Kennedy family has been 
stalwarts in the community 
-- and friends of the Carolina 
Panorama Newspaper.  We 
mourn the loss of Anthony 

Kennedy.
The viewing for Anthony 

Kennedy will be held from 2 
p.m. – 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 14, 2019 at Bostick 
Tompkins Funeral Home, 
located at 2930 Colonial Drive 
in Columbia.

The funeral service will 
be held at noon on Friday, 
November 15 at Bible Way 
Church of Atlas Road, 
located at 2440 Atlas Road 
in Columbia.  Following the 
service, internment will be 
held at Memorial Gardens of 
Columbia, located at 9301 
Wilson Boulevard.

The Flower Station
Business of the Week - Update

Anthony Kennedy
March 12, 1970 ~ November 

8, 2019

Making a Difference in 
YOU Caregiver Gala

P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Development and Training 
Services, LLC (PDTS, LLC) 
will be hosting the fourth 
annual Making a Difference 
in YOU Caregiver Gala 
(celebrating people in our 
community that go above 
and beyond the call of duty 
to care for our loved ones and 
theirs), which will be held 
from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on 
December 7, 2019 at Bethesda 
Presbyterian Church located at 
502 E Dekalb Street, Camden, 
SC 29020.  The purpose of the 
event is to support caregivers 

who often don’t get the 
recognition they deserve for 

Darci Strickland
Keynote speaker
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