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African-Americans wages 
have been stagnant for 

over a decade
Since the Great Recession, 
wage gains have varied 
significantly by race, with 
African Americans’ earnings 
nearly stagnant over the period, 
while other groups’ median pay 
has risen between 5 and 10%. 
According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, from 2007 to 
2017 inflation-adjusted median 
weekly earnings rose 1.2% for 
African American workers, 
5% for white workers, 6.1% 
for Asian workers, and 9.9% 
for Hispanic workers, after 
accounting for inflation.
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Benedict wins SIAC 
Championship

The Benedict College men’s 
track and field team won the 
2019 SIAC Championship with 
a dominating performance to 
claim their first conference 
title since 2016. The Tigers 
scored 207.5 points to easily 
beat second-place Morehouse, 
which scored 152.5 points. 
Albany State was third with 
149 points. Benedict’s Matthew 
Chesum was named the Most 
Outstanding Runner at the 2019 
championship after coming 
away with four gold medals.

Sudanese protesters 
demand civilian rule

Hundreds of thousands of pro-
testers took to the streets out-
side of the Defense Ministry in 
Sudan last week to demand a 
civilian-led government.  The 
protesters were celebrating the 
end of the 30-year regime of dic-
tator Omar al-Bashir.  Bashir 
was ousted by a military coun-
cil, which said that it will take 
at least two years to transition 
to a civilian government.  The 
protesters demanded an imme-
diate transition. The US State 
Department urged the military 
to hand over power to civilians.

Camden man sentenced 
in $150 million fraud case
A Kershaw County man has 
pleaded guilty to receiving 
$150 million in fraudalent con-
tracts that were supposed to 
go to minority-, women- and 
veteran-owned businesses. 
Thomas Brock will be going to 
federal prison for 51 months. 
Brock was the “mastermind” in 
a complex seven-person scheme 
to win fat military construc-
tion projects at bases such as 
Fort Jackson in Columbia, Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina, Shaw 
AFB in Sumter and other bases 
around the Southeast.

Honoring a pioneer
USC College of Arts and Sciences honors first African 
American mathematics student, James L. Solomon Jr.

The College of Arts and 
Sciences honored James L. 
Solomon Jr., the first African 
American mathematics 
student at the university on 
Monday, April 22 during a 
special ceremony held in the 
Campus Room at Capstone.

During the ceremony, 
mathematicians and civil 
rights scholars commemorated 
Solomon’s contributions to 
the college and the nation.  
Johnny Houston, co-founder 
of the National Association 
of Mathematicians, was 
the keynote speaker.  
The National Association 
of Mathematicians is a 
professional association for 
mathematicians of color in the 
United States. Its mission is 
to promote excellence in the 
mathematical sciences and 
promote the mathematical 
development of all 
underrepresented minorities.  
It was founded in 1969, six 
years after James L. Solomon 
Jr. integrated the University 
of South Carolina to major in 
mathematics.

During his speech, 

Houston spoke about the 
importance of math to the 
development of mankind and 
society.  He also lamented 
the small number of African-
American mathematicians.

“There is only one 
Historically Black College or 
University that awards Ph.Ds 
in Mathematics,” Houston 
said.  “That is Howard 
University.  But there are 125 
other institutions that award 
Ph.Ds in Mathematics.”

Houston went on to 

say that there are only 500 
mathematicians in the United 
States who are African-
Americans, less than one 
percent of the total.  America 
is missing out on a great 
opportunity to develop its 
homegrown talent, he said, 
instead of importing potential 
talent from overseas.

Developing homegrown 
mathematics talent is what 
the University of South 
Carolina did in 1963 when 
it admitted Solomon.  James 
L. Solomon Jr. played a 
large role in the university’s 
integration in 1963 along 
with Henrie Monteith 
and Robert Anderson. He 
received a master’s degree in 
mathematics and has led a life 
of public service, earning him 
the Order of the Palmetto.

During the ceremony, the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
unveiled a commemorative 
plaque honoring Solomon 
for his contributions to our 
university, state and nation.  
It will be housed in USC’s 
LeConte College.

Johnny Houston, founder 
of the National Association 
of Mathematicians, was the 
keynote speaker.

Richland Northeast 
Principal named National 

Principal of the Year
Dr. Sabrina Suber honored by 
Magnet Schools of America

Richland Northeast High School’s Principal, Dr. Sabrina 
Suber, was named Magnet Schools of America’s Region IV Prin-
cipal of the Year.  This week, she was named Magnet Schools of 
America’s 2019 National Principal of the Year.

In winning the award, Dr. Suber has demonstrated excel-
lence in the following areas:

• Demonstrate and encourage curriculum creativity and 
innovation;

• Foster cooperation between the school and the community;
• Maintain a continuing dialogue with students and parents 

as well as faculty and staff;
• Encourage team spirit;
• Demonstrate leadership and exemplify commitment to 

equity and diversity in classrooms; and who
• Continue to play an active role in the classroom.
This is not the first time Dr. Suber has received state or 

national recognition.  In 2018, the South Carolina Association of 
Student Councils (SCASC) has named Richland Northeast High 
School Principal Dr. Sabrina Suber as its Administrator of the 
Year.  She was also named the Dr. Kay Phillips Administrator 
of the Year by the Southern Interscholastic Press Association for 
her support of the Cavplex - Convergence Media Magnet pro-
gram at Richland Northeast.

Dr. Suber earned a Bachelor of Arts in English Education 
from Benedict College, a Masters of Education in Divergent 
Learning from Columbia College, an Administration Certification 
in Educational Leadership from the University of South Carolina, 
and a Doctorate in Educational Leadership from South Carolina 
State University.  She can be reached at ssuber@richland2.org.

Student nurtured in family of service 
honored with Parke Scholarship

 
By Jennifer Scales

COLUMBIA
In the Spring of April 

2001, Daniel Matthew Harper 
Finney was born to commence 
his own historical place by 
‘making a difference for those 
who have made a difference’.

As the 2019 James 
H. Parke Memorial Fund 
Summer Youth Scholarship 
Award winner, he used his 
strong foundation to make 
a difference by serving the 
Veterans and supporting staff 
at the Columbia Veterans 
Affairs Health Care System 
(CVAHCS).

The A.C. Flora High 
School Senior has claimed 
residence at the CVAHCS 
every summer for the past 
five years. Instead of sharing a 
burger with peers at the local 
hamburger restaurant, he spent 
his time helping Veterans and 
learning about the health care 
services which are provided to 
those who are seeking medical 
care.

“In the beginning, 
volunteering was a new 
concept to me,” Finney began. 
“Getting involved in the VA 
Summer Volunteer Program 
was recommended to me by 
my older sister, Arielle. She 
had completed the program 
when she was in high school. 
As I was unsure of just what to 
do and where to begin, working 
here at Dorn VA Medical 
Center began to pay off in 
a sense of accomplishment, 
learning about medicine in 
the VA setting, and with me 
deciding upon a career path.”

Finney has been able to 
help medical staff and Veterans 
in the prosthetics clinic, 
surgical clinic, emergency 
room and sterile processing 
during his volunteer hours at 
the facility.

“Helping Veterans 
and their families as they 
awaited surgical outcomes 
was enlightening to me, as 
we talked about their various 
experiences in the military. 
Every area that I worked in 
was unique, and therefore 
I gained and learned new 
information every moment I 
was there, no matter where I 

Pictured (from left to right) Nikky Finney (aunt), Tammy 
Finney (mother), Daniel Finney (award recipient), Fran-
ces Finney (grandmother & wife of the late Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Ernest A. Finney Jr.) & Ernest A. Finney III 
(father).

Daniel Matthew 
Harper Finney

2019 James H. Parke 
Memorial Fund Summer 
Youth Scholarship winner

was assigned for the summer.”
As if volunteering in the 

Summer Volunteer Program 
was not enough, Finney has 
frequently come back to 
the medical center to help 
out after school and during 
school breaks working with 
the Veterans at the medical 
center. He spent every second 
Thursday of the month 
after school volunteering 
with the Combat Veterans 
Service Organizations to feed 
homeless Veterans. Finney also 
volunteered each December 
with the Annual Vets Charity 
Ride, entwined with over 
3,000 community supporters 
and motorcycle riders, who 

ensured that inpatient and 
residential Veterans had a 
good Christmas.

The nomination for the 
2019 Parke Scholarship Award 
was made by David Omura, 
Director/Chief Executive 
Officer of the Columbia VA 
Health Care System. Omura 
has been able to observe 
Finney throughout his years as 
a volunteer, so the nomination 
was an easy one to make.

“He has a trifecta 
package,” Omura began. 
“First of all, with tons of talent, 
Finney automatically rose to 
the top. He loves to champion 
the causes for underdogs and 
has a natural ability to bring 
people together. Second and 
third is that he is a true leader 
in sports and academics. I 
expect to see a great leader 
evolve from within him in the 
future.”

Finney’s type of selfless 
stewardship comes from a 
family who has ingrained 
in their essence the ‘servant 
leadership’ genes to help 
and care for anyone needing 
assistance. Just to name a few, 
his grandfather, Ernest Finney, 
Jr. was the first African-
American Supreme Court 
Justice appointed to the South 
Carolina Supreme Court since 
the Reconstruction Era; his 

Continued on page 4

Dr. Sabrina Suber

At The Table, LLC 
brings Healthy Hands 

Cooking to the Midlands
In today’s fast-paced 

world, people have been 
increasingly aware of the need 
for a healthier lifestyle.  People 
worldwide are recognizing the 
importance of healthy living 
– especially when it comes 
to nutrition.  Columbia native 
Sharon Mills-Pinckney has 
dedicated her life to teaching 
people of all ages how to 
prepare healthier meals.

Pinckney is a graduate of 
C.A. Johnson High School.  
After high school, she attended 
Claflin University before 
getting married and starting a 
family.

She earned a degree in 
Criminal Justice and worked 
for the Department of Juvenile 
Justice (DJJ) for ten years.  
She left DJJ to work for a 
hospice agency until her 
mother’s healthy deteriorated.  
Pinckney left the hospice 
industry to become a full-time 
caregiver for her mother.

Being a full-time 
caregiver was tough, but it 
also gave her an opportunity 
to explore her first love – 
cooking.

“I’ve always loved to 
cook, even as a little girl,” 
Pinckney recalled.  “What I 
love about cooking is that it 
brings people together and 
makes them happy. My dad 
was an excellent cook and he 

loved to entertain people and 
overfeed them.”

While caring for her 
mother, Pinckney began 
researching healthier ways to 
prepare meals.  That is when 
she met a representative from 
Healthy Hands Cooking, 
which teaches people how to 
prepare delicious, healthy and 
nutritious meals.  Inspired, 
she took classes to become 
a Healthy Hands Certified 
Cooking Instructor.

In January 2018, Pinckney 
launched her company, At The 
Table LLC, to teach healthy 
cooking throughout the 
Midlands.

At The Table LLC is 
excited to offer Healthy Hands 
Cooking (HHC) classes to 

Sharon Mills-Pinckney
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