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Stop and search up 24% 
in Great Britain

The number of stop and 
searches carried out by police 
in England and Wales has risen 
by 24% to almost 700,000 in a 
single year, with officers using 
the tactic on the equivalent of 
one in five male minority ethnic 
teenagers, statistics show. 
According to figures from the 
Home Office, black, Asian and 
minority ethnic (BAME) males 
aged 15-19 were searched 208 
times for every 1,000 people.  
This rate was 3.0 times higher 
than white people of the same 
age group.

Men convicted of killing 
Malcolm X exonerated

Two of the men who were 
convicted of the assassination of 
Malcolm X had their convictions 
overturned.  New York County 
Supreme Court Administrative 
Judge Ellen Biben vacated the 
convictions of Muhammad A. 
Aziz and the late Khalil Islam. 
A 22-month investigation by 
Manhattan District Attorney 
Cyrus Vance’s office and 
lawyers for the men found that 
evidence of their innocence, 
including FBI documents, was 
withheld at trial.  The third 
person convicted, Mujahid 
Abdul Halim, told the FBI that 
the two men were not involved.

Black man stomped by 
cop gets $650,000

The city of Orangeburg has 
agreed to pay $650,000 to a 
Black man who was stomped on 
the head by a law enforcement 
officer.  The man, who had pins 
and rods in his leg, could not 
comply with the cop’s demand  
to lie flat on his stomach quickly 
enough.  The cop stomped on his 
head, causing minor injuries.  
Orangeburg officials apologized 
to Clarence Gailyard and 
pledged to change their use-of-
force policies.  Gailyard was 
not the person the police were 
searching for at the time.

Benedict College to establish 
SOFTWARE Academy

ServiceNow invests $1 million to launch new program
Benedict College 

announced a $1 Million 
investment from ServiceNow 
to establish a SOFTWARE 
Academy partnership pro-
gram. The strategic collabo-
ration will equip traditionally 
underrepresented students 
with the digital skills needed 
in today’s workforce.

“Our partnership with Ser-
viceNow presents a tremen-
dous opportunity for Benedict 
students, who will soon join 
the skilled workforce driving 
our nation’s economy,” said 
Dr. Roslyn Clark Artis, presi-
dent and CEO of Benedict 
College. “Benedict College 
is at the forefront of fueling 
education and innovation in 
STEM, and our efforts are in 
lockstep with ServiceNow’s 
goals to bridge the widening 
digital skills gap and grow a 
more diverse workforce. We 
applaud ServiceNow’s lead-
ership in creating invaluable 
exposure to the tech ecosys-
tem and establishing critical 
college-to-corporate pathways 

Joining the check presentation are Shantel Thomas, Bene-
dict College Junior Computer Science Major; Chris Rogers, 
Sr. Program Manager of Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging, 
ServiceNow; Dr. Roslyn Clark Artis, Benedict College Pres-
ident and CEO; Cheick Camara, Sr. Director of Platform 
Engineering, ServiceNow, Dynah Banks, Benedict College 
Senior Finance Major, and Tyrone King, Commercials Sales 
Representative, ServiceNow.

for underrepresented talent.”
The partnership will pro-

vide access to technology and 
resources which will include 
a state-of-the-art ServiceNow 
Tech Center, scholarships 
for Benedict students, intern-

ship opportunities, a Service-
Now Tech Scholars Program 
that focuses on success in the 
tech sector, and a Service-
Now NextGen Academy - a 

Rev. Dr. Solomon Jack-
son, Jr. has donated $200,000 
to Voorhees College to support 
student scholarships. The offi-
cial check presentation was 
during halftime at the Voor-
hees homecoming men’s bas-
ketball game, November 13.

“It is vital that we prepare 
our children for meaningful 
careers and I appreciate the 
role Voorhees College is play-
ing in that effort,” Jackson 
said. “I am pleased to be able 
to support Voorhees in this 
way.”

Jackson, well known 
for his philanthropy in South 
Carolina, is the founder of the 
Solomon Jackson, Jr. Foun-
dation, which awards quali-
fied students with secondary 
school scholarships. He is 
retired from the South Caro-

Rev. Solomon Jackson, Jr. donates 
$200,000 to Voorhees College

lina Department of Revenue 
and has spent 40 years in min-
istry.

“We are honored to 
receive this extremely gener-
ous gift from Rev. Dr. Jack-

son,” said Ronnie Hopkins, 
president of Voorhees Col-
lege. “We are proud to have 
him as a partner as we take our 
institution to the next level of 
excellence.”

Pictured (left to right) are: Voorhees President Ronnie Hop-
kins, Rev. Solomon Jackson and Deacon Allen Taylor.

New business program aims to 
accelerate the growth of 

minority-owned businesses
Small business owners in the Midlands will 

have an opportunity to accelerate the growth 
of their companies thanks to a new program 
launched by the Greater Columbia Chamber of 
Commerce.

The Greater Columbia Chamber of Com-
merce has partnered with Chambers based in 
Charleston and Greenville to launch a state-
wide Minority Business Accelerator program.

Bank of America has provided 
a $500,000 grant to seed this program.  It is set 
to launch in January of 2022. 

The Minority Business Accelerator sup-
ports and scales high-potential minority-owned 
firms by providing targeted training, access to 
business coaches, and access to large corpo-
rations. Participants leave the program with 
a three-year Strategic Growth Action Plan to 
guide their development. The $500,000 grant 
from Bank of America to fund this program 
expansion is part of the bank’s $1.25 billion, 
five-year commitment to help advance racial 
equality and economic opportunity in local 
communities.

“Together with the Charleston, Columbia, 
and Greenville Chamber organizations, we are 
working to do our part to support minority-
owned businesses, and we hope to encourage 
others as well,” said Kim Wilkerson, presi-
dent, Bank of America South Carolina. “Here 
in South Carolina, Bank of America remains 
focused on creating opportunity in the areas of 
jobs, training, and workforce development as 
these areas are where systemic, long-term gaps 

have existed and where significant change is 
required to achieve sustainable progress.”

The Minority Business Accelerator has 
existed in the Upstate through the Greenville 
Chamber since 2012 and has been tremen-
dously successful. The program will now be 
replicated in the Midlands and Lowcountry 
markets. The program in each region will be 
led by the respective Chamber and a program 
instructor following the internationally-recog-
nized Interise StreetWise ‘MBA’ curriculum. 
Participants undergo intensive training for the 
first six months, then work closely with men-
tors, coaches and MBA peers on their Strategic 
Growth Action Plans and implementation of 
learnings for the last six months. 

Upon leaving the program, these firms 
are positioned for accelerated growth with 
enhanced access to capital and business net-
works. Nationwide, after completing the Street-
Wise ‘MBA’ program, businesses experience 
36% growth rate in revenue, create jobs four 
times faster than the private sector, and see $2.4 
million in new contracts per firm. These busi-
nesses also help meet increasing demand among 
large corporations to improve vendor and sup-
plier diversity. 

Expanding the program statewide 
will create a more prosperous South Caro-
lina through inclusive economic development 
and job creation. The three chambers working 
together, supported by Bank of America, pro-
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Stedfast hosts Turkey Giveaway
Members of Stedfast Christian Center in Columbia 
donate turkey to members of the community.  Stedfast 
hosts the Turkey Giveaway every year on the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving.

Alexander “Alex” 
English Jr., founder of 

Xenomorph Films LLC
Young Entrepreneur Showcase

Alexander English Jr., the founder of Xenomorph Films LLC

South Carolina becomes 
bowl eligible

The South Carolina Gamecocks 
triumphed over the Auburn 
Tigers, 21-17, making them 
bowl eligible with six wins on 
the season. After a slow 0-14 
start in the first quarter, USC 
rallied in the second to tie the 
game. With a strong defensive 
performance in the second half, 
and a botched punt return from 
Auburn, USC were able to hold 
on for the victory.  With the win, 
Head Coach Shane Beamer is 
bowl-eligible in his first season 
with the Gamecocks.

By Karen Alexander-Banks
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR

“A beginning is a very 
delicate time to make sure that 
all the balances are correct.”

From the Frank Herbert 
written book Dune, this quote 
has remained near the center 
of all Alexander’s efforts as 
a filmmaker/image capture 
specialist and world builder.  
After moving to Los Angeles 
in 2003, Alexander English, 
Jr. took special care that all the 
balances remained correct.

Alex Jr. states “Dune 
remains a central part of my 
life, as I have read the book 
many dozens of times. It is the 
reason I became a filmmaker/
storyteller, and the definitive 
Dune adaptation, an adapta-
tion I wrote many years ago, 
remains my ultimate produc-
tion priority. Mastering all 
aspects of media production 
seemed to be a built-in pre-req-
uisite if anyone aspired to such 

a lofty ultimate endeavor.”
Alexander English, Jr. 

is the founder of Xenomorph 
Films, a Los Angeles based 
production company special-
izing in all aspects of motion 
picture, still image, and audio 
capture.  Xenomorph Films 
has produced multiple web 
series, short films, comedy/
music specials, and numer-
ous NBA-related international 
projects.  Alexander English, 
Jr. has also had motion picture 
and still image work featured 
by designers: Parker Blue 
Cashmere, Harriet Selling 
Swimwear, Featheredsoullove 
Jewelry, and designer Jaga 
Buyan.

Alex believes that trav-
eling to China in 2018 was 
a pivotal moment within the 
unfolding of his career. “It was 
my first international gig, and 
I was being given complete 

Claflin University inaugurates 
President Warmack

Claflin University President Dr. Dwaun J. Warmack 
addresses the crowd during his inauguration ceremony, 
held on Friday, November 19, 2021.  Dr. Warmack is 
Claflin’s 9th president. (Photo by Cecil Williams)
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