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Buddy Pough wins 
another Coach of the 

Year honor
South Carolina State head 
football coach Buddy Pough has 
been selected as the top coach in 
HBCU with the BOXTOROW 
Coach of the Year Award. Pough 
had the biggest turnaround of 
the season after the Bulldogs 
finished last season with a 5-6 
overall record and a 4-3 mark 
in conference play. The 2019 
season saw the Bulldogs finish 
8-3 overall and 6-2 in MEAC 
play. Pough claimed his third 
MEAC Coach of the Year honor.

Nigeria bans Turkish 
Airlines

Nigeria’s government has sus-
pended the operations of Turk-
ish Airlines in Nigeria due to 
the airline’s “ not bringing pas-
sengers into Nigeria with their 
checked-in luggage.”  The prob-
lem as had become so bad that 
most recent Turkish Airlines’ 
flights arrived Nigeria without 
more than 85 percent of passen-
gers’ baggage.  The suspension 
will continue “until the airline is 
ready to operate with the right 
size of aircraft that can trans-
port all passengers with their 
baggage at the same time.”

SC Public Safety leader 
will not be reappointed

Leroy Smith, the embattled 
leader of the South Carolina 
Department of Public Safety 
(SCDPS), will not be reap-
pointed.  Smith has served as 
the SCDPS director for eight 
years.  His tenure was marred 
by a host of scandals.  Prior to 
Smith’s appointment in South 
Carolina, he served as a major 
who managed the operations 
of the Florida Highway Patrol 
Training Academy. Before 
that, he was chief of the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol Bureau of 
Investigations.

Pictured (from left to right): Board Members 
Demetria Williams, Rev. Jerry French, Treasurer; 
Mayor Michael Butler, City of Orangeburg; Karen 
Tourville, Secretary; and Brenda Jamerson, Board 
Chair.  Members Brenda Williams, Vice-Chair and 
Mary Brant could not attend.

On Tuesday morning, 
December 17, the Orangeburg 
community braved the cold 
and wet weather to attend the 
press conference of the Samar-
itan House Board of Directors. 
Mayor Michael Butler opened 
the meeting by thanking the 
community for their support 
and thanking the Board for all 
their efforts in taking on this 
much-needed project.

Following the opening 
prayer given by Rev. Stan-
ley Rivers, Pastor of Wil-
liams Chapel AME Church 
in Orangeburg, Board Chair 
Brenda Jamerson introduced 
the Board members present 
Rev. Jerry French – Trea-
surer; Karen Tourville – Sec-
retary; and Demetra Williams.  
Mary Brant; and Vice-Chair 
– Brenda Williams – were 
unable to attend.

Mrs. Jamerson stated the 
purpose of the press confer-
ence was to thank the commu-
nity - individuals, businesses, 
city and county govern-
ment officials, Orangeburg 
County Legislative Delega-

tion, churches, and organiza-
tions for their prayers, words 
of encouragement, volunteer 
services, and their financial 
support.

 She stated, “when we 
were organized as an offi-
cial board in March 2019 
and accepted the charge to do 
everything possible to reopen 
this much-needed facility, we 

Tough love helps minority 
business succeed

By Teowonna Clifton
BUSINESS PROFILE

To be a successful business owner, it takes more than 
knowing how to do a job well; it takes knowing how to run 
a company. That’s what Reginald Vereen, owner of Kwik 
Transport, found out when he moved from being a driver to an 
independent contractor for FedEx.

Vereen had been driving for another FedEx contractor for 
about a year when the opportunity to get his own truck and route 
surfaced.

“I took advantage of the opportunity, and overnight, I became 
an owner instead of just a driver,” Vereen recalls. While he knew 
how to make deliveries, he quickly realized the challenges that 
come with being a business owner.

Over the next seven years, Vereen grew his fleet from one 
vehicle to 11. While the company was making money, he felt 
that there was a piece of the puzzle missing. Along the way, he 
had reached out to business development organizations for help, 
but it never seemed to end with any real progress being made. 
“They tried to assist me but for some reason, we just were not 
getting anywhere.”

All that changed when Vereen read an article in Black 
Enterprise magazine about UP Community Fund, a minority-
owned firm that provides flexible loans and technical assistance 
to small businesses. The article touted UP Community Fund’s 
ability to not only provide funding, but to provide assessment, 
direction, and guidance to entrepreneurs located within the 
southeastern region.

Vereen reached out and David Sharp, founder and managing 
partner, promptly responded. An initial meeting quickly ensued, 
and the business transformation began.

To Vereen, the initial meetings felt like interrogations. 
The questions Sharp and his partners asked made him very 
uncomfortable.

“First meetings can be tough,” Sharp admitted. “But I knew 
I had to get in there and find out what all the pain points were so 
we could see how to best help.

For a business to be successful,” Sharp continued, “the 
owner must know the numbers. What is the daily revenue for 
each route? How much does it cost to operate this truck daily? 
These are all numbers that a logistics company should review 
every single day.”

It took a while, but with tough questions and a lot of 
analysis, Vereen got a grasp on his numbers and his business 
began to make more sense.

Vereen had been grooming his daughter, Alicia, to take 
over his business. She had learned the delivery routes and how 
to monitor the operations and track the numbers. She had also 
become familiar with the staff and FedEx personnel. With 
industry changes coming about, Vereen decided it was time to 
move forward with making his company a family endeavor.

To make the transition successful, UP Community Fund 
determined strategies to decrease Vereen’s business debt and 
reduce expenses.  This included subleasing two vehicles to other 
contractors to alleviate the burden of making the payments. In 
addition, his daughter, who had started her own company, K&J 
Logistics, was able to purchase his vehicles at a lower cost 
than purchasing new ones. UP Community Fund also provided 
funding for K&J Logistics to successfully kick off the business.

“Our goal always is to help our clients be more successful 
business owners,” Sharp says. “This starts with listening to them 
and understanding their past, and where they see themselves 

Samaritan House thanks the 
Orangeburg community for its support

did not have one dollar even to 
buy postage. We were all pretty 
much out of our element, that 
of “fundraising,” but accepted 
the challenge anyway because 
we knew the importance of 
this facility to this community.  
A facility that had been closed 
for almost three years due to 
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Reginald Vereen (Kwik Transport) and Alicia Vereen 
(K&J Logistics).

Radio host Tom Joyner donates $1,000 to 
15 Benedict College graduating seniors

This week, 15 Benedict 
College graduating seniors 
were recipients of a generous 
donation of $1,000 from the 
hardest working man in radio 
and philanthropist, Mr. Tom 
Joyner. Before signing off on 
his final nationally syndicated 
radio show of 25 years, The 
Tom Joyner Morning Show, 
Joyner announced the 15 need-
based scholarship awards to 
Benedict College. 

“I applaud Tom Joyner 
for raising more than $60 
million dollars for HBCUs 
throughout his legendary 
career, said Dr. Roslyn Clark 
Artis, President and CEO of 
Benedict College. We are 
grateful for his philanthropic 
spirit and passion for students 

at HBCUs. His generous gift 
will assist our students in 
becoming the BEST of BC!”

The mission of the Tom 

Joyner Foundation is to raise 
funds to help keep students 
enrolled in school and on the 
path to success.

Dr. Roslyn Clark Artis and Mr. Tom Joyner at the 2018 
National Summit for Sustainability of HBCUs in Atlanta.

Columbia native makes 
history in Florida

Congratulations to a 
Dutch Fork High School 
Silver Fox alumni’s historic 
appointment to the judicial 
bench in Hillsborough County, 
Tampa, Florida.

After 10 years as a pros-
ecutor Jessica Goodwin 
Costello was appointed to the 
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit 
State of Florida by the Gover-
nor of Florida in March 2019. 
She presides over county, civil 
and domestic violence injunc-
tion matters.

The governor’s appoint-
ment marks the first time in 
20 years that a black woman 
was appointed to the bench in 
Hillsborough County, Tampa, 
Florida.

At 34, Jessica is the 
youngest judge in the state of 
Florida. She is also the first 
lawyer and first judge in her 
family.

Jessica is a 2002 gradu-
ate of Dutch Fork High School 
in Irmo, South Carolina. She 
moved to Florida to attend the 
University of Florida and later, 
Florida State University Col-
lege of Law.

She started her career in 
the State Attorney’s Office in 
Jacksonville, Florida. After a 

Jessica Goodwin Costello appointed to judicial bench 
in Hillsborough County in Florida

Judge Jessica Goodwin Costello (center) is pic-
tured with her parents, Willa and Ron Goodwin.
short stint in the State Attor-
ney’s Office, she worked for a 
local firm.

In 2013 Jessica moved 
to the Florida Office of the 
Attorney General as an Assis-
tant Statewide prosecutor of 
Human Trafficking, Anti-Ter-
rorism and Gang Activities.

Jessica said it is an honor 
to serve the people in county 
court because county court is 
“the People’s Court.“

Jessica sees herself as a 

channel for those who have 
had little interaction with 
the legal process. She said it 
is critical for everyone who 
enters her courtroom to know 
that her job is to ensure that 
the process is complete. It is 
also important that people 
understand what is happening 
and the basis for her rulings.

Jessica said helping 
people understand the law and 
navigating the legal process is 
paramount to her.

Proud graduate, proud mom
Micah Crumpton, a 2015 Gates Millennial Schol-
arship recipient, is all smiles as he celebrates his 
graduation from the University of South Carolina 
with his mother, Antonette Crumpton, on Monday.  
The W.J. Keenan alumni earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Engineering.
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Inspiration for “Hidden 
Figures” movie receive 
Congressional Medal of 

Honor
Katherine Johnson, Dr. 
Christine Darden, and 
posthumously Dorothy Vaughan 
and Mary Jackson, officially 
received the Congressional 
Gold Medal.  Darden, Shetterly 
and a hundreds of guests from 
Congress, the Senate, NASA 
and science field, gathered at the 
U.S. Capitol Visitor Center for 
the momentous celebration on 
December 9.  “This is wonderful 
to be recognized for the work 
that I did. I wanted to achieve 
something that would change 
life in America,” Darden said


