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Benedict Lady Tigers 
led nation in rebounding 

margin
The Benedict College women’s 
basketball team was named 
the 2020-21 NCAA Division 
II statistical champion in 
rebound margin. The Lady 
Tigers out-rebounded their 
opponents by an average 
of 12.1 rebounds per game. 
Benedict hauled in 726 total 
rebounds in their 15 games, 
while limiting opponents to 
545 total rebounds. Benedict 
ranked fifth in total offensive 
rebounds at 17.6 per game.

Haiti’s president 
assassinated 

On the night of Wednesday, 
July 7, the Haitian president, 
Jovenel Moïse, was shot and 
killed at his private residence 
in the hills above the capital, 
Port-au-Prince.  His wife, First 
Lady Martine, was also severly 
injured.  Investigators said that 
at least two dozen attackers, 
including two Haitian-Amer-
icans and several natives of 
Colombia, stormed the presi-
dent’s villa while pretending 
to be U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) agents. 
Moise was shot 12 times.

Louisiana teen wins 
Scripps National Spelling 

Bee
After spelling the word 
“Murraya,” a genus of tropical 
Asiatic and Australian trees, 
Zaila Avant-garde became the 
first African American to win 
the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee.  Her victory during the 
final round also means she is 
the first Black champion since 
Jody-Anne Maxwell in 1998.  In 
addition to the trophy, Zaila also 
received a $50,000 prize. Zaila is 
a native of  Harvey, Louisiana.  
A multi-talented 14-year-old, 
Zaila also holds three world 
records for bouncing and 
juggling baketballs.

Rock Hill police officer 
fired after controversial 
arrest of two Black men

A Rock Hill police officer 
involved in a violent arrest of 
two brothers on June 23 has 
been fired and charged with 
assault. According to Rock 
Hill Police Chief Chris Watts, 
officer Jonathan Moreno was 
terminated last Wednesday.  
Moreno was videotaped during 
the violent arrest of Travis and 
Ricky Price.   Travis had gone 
to the scene to check on his 
brother when he was slammed 
to the ground by Moreno, who 
challenged him to a fight.

Impressive Winning Streak
Ada Brown Belton has helped Benedict College raise over 

$1 million for the seventh consecutive year
Thanks to the world’s most 

generous alumni, the Benedict 
College Tigers proved there 
is financial strength in num-
bers.  Amid the recovery from 
a worldwide pandemic, the 
BC Alumni broke their own 
record.  Leading the charge 
was Ada Brown Belton, Assis-
tant Vice President for Alumni 
Relations and Advancement 
Services for Benedict College. 
Under Belton’s leadership, the 
Alumni Fund surpassed $1M 
for the first time in its his-
tory in 2015. The Tigers have 
reported record-breaking con-
tributions for seven consecu-
tive years, with an all-time 
high that exceeded the $1.5 
million mark for the 2021 
Alumni Fund Campaign.

“We are profoundly grate-
ful to our dedicated alumni,” 
said Dr. Roslyn Clark Artis, 
President and CEO of Bene-
dict College. “The funds the 
alumni raised will make a 
tremendous difference in the 
lives of our students. I am 
especially proud of Ms. Belton 
for her tenacity and drive. 
She consistently raises her 
own bar and encourages her 
fellow tigers to pay it forward. 
As we continue to celebrate 
Benedict’s 150th Anniversary, 
exceeding the $1.5M is partic-
ularly significant.  Our alumni 
are the absolute BESTofBC!”

The College has achieved 
significant growth in its alumni 
area during Belton’s tenure. 
Over the last 20 years, Belton 
has raised over $20,000,000 
for the Alumni Fund and was 
a part of the team that secured 
over $30M in capital support.

“Benedict College has the 
BEST supporters and compe-

tent and capable leadership.  I 
have the joy of working with a 
core group of Benedict Alums 
from around the nation who 
believes as I do that the out-
comes from giving back posi-
tively impact the lives of those 
we serve,” said, Belton. “We 
believe  our students will help 
to create better communities 
around the world.  This is our 
Benedict, and we claim com-
plete ownership and respon-
sibility for her.  If we do not 
lead the charge for support, 
who will?”

Benedict College has been 
recognized by the SC Asso-
ciation of Independent Colleges 
and Universities, becoming 
one of the first HBCU’s to 

be honored with an award of 
$20,000. In 2018, Benedict Col-
lege Alumni were featured on 
the HBCU Digest Annual List 
of the 50 Most Intriguing and 
Influential People of the Year 
in the HBCU community for its 
record-breaking fundraising.

In 2019, The Benedict 
College National Alumni 
Association took home the top 
award at the National Black 
College Hall of Fame Foun-
dation. The organization is 
dedicated to preserving and 
highlighting the accomplish-
ments of HBCUs. Benedict 
College was honored to be 
named National Alumni Asso-
ciation of the Year for their 
dedication and hard work.

Ada Belton

The Voorhees College 
Board of Trustees has named 
Dr. Ronnie Hopkins to serve 
as the 10th president of the 
institution, effective July 9, 
2021. The decision comes 
after a national search, three 
finalists’ visits to campus and a 
unanimous vote by the board.

“With the help of the 
search firm more than 107 
applicants were reviewed. It 
was an exhausting process 
but we feel confident that we 
have identified the right candi-
date for whom the board voted 
unanimously,” said David 
Miller, chairperson of the 
Voorhees Board of Trustees.

“I appreciate the board’s 
confidence in my ability to lead 
Voorhees and I am honored to 
serve as president of the col-
lege. I look forward to work-
ing with the board, the senior 
leadership team, faculty, staff, 
alumni and the community to 
develop students to become 
contributing members of a 
global society,” said Hopkins. 
“In the coming weeks we will 
be looking forward to promot-
ing the brand of the college, 
enhancing our enrollment 
opportunities, friend raising 
and fundraising and preparing 
to have students fully involved 
on campus when they return in 
August for the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year.”

Prior to being named the 
president of Voorhees, Hop-
kins served as interim presi-
dent and before that he was 
the institution’s provost and 
vice president for academic 
affairs. He is the accreditation 

Voorhees Board of Trustees names 
college’s 10th president

liaison and a tenured professor 
of English.

“During the next 30 to 60 
days, I will be meeting with 
various stakeholders shar-
ing my vision for Voorhees 
and conducting listening ses-
sions,” said Hopkins. “We 
also will begin planning to 
celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of the college, which will be 
April 7, 2022. The yearlong 
observance will include 
activities for students, 
faculty, staff and the greater 
community.”

Hopkins has been in 
public and higher education 
for nearly 30 years, serving 
in senior leadership roles and 
instructional positions that 
involve supervision of fac-

ulty, staff, students, budget-
ing, and strategic planning. 
He has authored more than 10 
research articles and received 
$30 million in grant funding 
to advance higher education 
priorities.

Before coming to Voor-
hees, he served at Benedict 
College as founding dean of 
the Freshman Institute and the 
School of Honors.

Hopkins earned doc-
toral and master’s degrees in 
English from Michigan State 
University. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English with 
a secondary teaching certifi-
cation from North Carolina 
Central University. He also 

SC State University 
named one of nation’s 

most influential HBCUs

Young entrepreneur 
secures $200,000 
investment from 

national television stars
Fourteen-year-old Gabrielle “Gabby” Goodwin, who co-

founded a hair accessory company with her mother Rozalynn 
Goodwin, has secured a $200,000 investment from national 
television personalities Gayle King and Marcus Lemonis.  The 
announcement was made on a podcast episode of “One Hundred 
Percent with Marcus Lemonis” that aired on Wednesday, July 
7, 2021.

Lemonis is investing up to $150,000 in the Goodwin’s com-
pany, Gabby Bows.  A noted philanthropist and businessman, 
he is the CEO of Camping World and the star of “The Profit,” a 
CNBC television show that features him investing in and saving 
small businesses across the United States.

King is investing $50,000 in the company.  She is a national 
television personality and the co-host of the CBS This Morning 
program. She is also the best friend of billionaire Oprah Winfrey 
and the editor-at-large for Oprah’s O Magazine.

The investment will enable the Goodwins to expand their 
product line. Their original product, GaBBY Bows, are a dou-
ble-face, double-snap barrette engineered to prevent hair slip-
page and perfect for pigtails, braids and twists. The Double-Face 
Double-Snap Barrette is engineered to prevent hair slippage and 
perfect for pigtails, braids and twists.  The company’s product 
line now includes shampoo, conditioner, styling cream, scalp 
pomade and more.  Gabby Bows products have been sold in all 
50 states, Europe and Africa.

This investment is just another accomplishment in a long list 
of achievements by the young Goodwin, who started the com-
pany when she was in elementary school.  In 2015, Gabby was 
named South Carolina’s Young Entrepreneur of the Year. Also 
in 2015, she was named a finalist for the U.S. Small Business 
Association’s InnovateHER national business competition.  In 
2016, she was named the national SCORE Foundation Outstand-
ing Diverse Business of the Year, and in 2018 she was named the 
2018 Black Enterprise Teenpreneur of the Year.

In addition, the mother-daughter duo has shared their entre-
preneurial knowledge with potential businesswomen interna-
tionally through Mommy & Me Entrepreneurship Academy.

Find the stores near you carrying GaBBY Bows products at 
gabbybows.com.

Gabrielle and Rozalynn Goodwin

Dr. Ronnie Hopkins is Voorhees College’s 10th president.
South Carolina State Uni-

versity has been ranked as one 
of the nation’s most influential 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCU) 
over the last two decades by 
Academic Influence, an orga-
nization that ranks education 
institutions using web data.

“This distinction says to 
the public what our alumni 
have always known – that 
South Carolina State Univer-
sity produces quality gradu-
ates who go on to affect critical 
sectors around the world,” SC 
State President James E. Clark 
said. “Our alumni have great 
successes in business, profes-
sional athletics, education, 
the military, the judiciary and 
even the halls of Congress.

“Everywhere you look, 

you will find leaders and influ-
encers who got their start at 
SC State,” Clark said.

HBCUs were largely 
established between the end 
of slavery in 1865 and the pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act in 
1964 to create opportunities in 
higher education for African 
Americans. At a time when 
colleges in the South refused 
their admission and others had 
rigid quotas, HBCUs emerged 
to advance educational, pro-
fessional, and economic inter-
ests among the underserved 
population.

Today, HBCUs remain a 
critical source of education, 
community and opportunity 
for Black students as well as 
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