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Tree honoring massacre 
victims cut down

Law enforcement officials 
are investigating the cutting 
down and removal of a willow 
tree that was planted earlier 
this year to honor the victims 
of the 1919 Elaine Massacre 
in eastern Arkansas. The 
willow was planted in April in 
remembrance of the victims 
of the massacre, one of the 
largest racial mass killings in 
US history. It occurred during 
the summer of 1919, when 
hundreds of African Americans 
died across the country, at the 
hands of white mob violence 
during what came to be known 
as the “Red Summer”.
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SIAC to introduce men’s 
volleyball as a team sport

This week, the Southern 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SIAC), consisting 
primarily of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) will receive a $1 
million grant from First Point 
Volleyball Foundation and 
USA Volleyball to sponsor 
NCAA Division I-II Men’s 
Volleyball.  The SIAC is the 
first predominantly HBCU 
conference to sponsor Men’s 
Volleyball. Benedict is a 
member of the SIAC.

“Good Hair Day” held in 
Finland

Over 50,000 Black people live 
in Finland. A 2018 European 
Union study that found Fin-
land had the highest rates of 
race-related harassment and 
violence.  These facts prompted 
Michaela Moua to found “Good 
Hair Day” four years ago, Fin-
land’s only annual event dedi-
cated to afro hair.  “We wanted 
to create an event that not only 
celebrated afro hair but was 
also educational and offered 
advice on how to take care of 
afro hair,” she says.  This year’s 
event was held on August 24.

Court rules that Dylann 
Roof victims can sue the 

federal government
A U.S. Appeals Court has 
ruled that the families of the 
nine people slaughtered in a 
Charlest church in 2015 by 
Dylann Roof can sue the U.S. 
government for negligence. The 
survivors want to hold the gov-
ernment accountable for the 
fact that Roof was able to buy 
the gun he used to open fire in 
an African American church.  A 
background check should have 
found that Roof was unable to 
legally buy guns because of a 
previous arrest on gun changes.

Katherine R. Myers Law 
Firm

Community Business of the Week
By Nate Abraham Jr.

Business of the Week
Persistence.  Teamwork.  Hard work. Commitment. 

Optimism.  Self-confidence.  Many of the world’s most 
successful people credit the lessons learned through competing 
in sports for their success in life.  One such person is Katherine 
R. Myers, who is making waves in the legal profession.  She has 
opened the Katherine R. Myers Law Firm, which specializes in 
criminal defense.

Myers attended Richland One Schools, and always excelled 
academically.  In addition to being a scholar, Myers was quite 
the athlete.

“I ran track – 400-meter, 800-meter, four by one, four by 
four,” Myers recalled. “I did some cross country, too.  I did 
basketball and AAU basketball.  I also did Double Dutch from 
third grade up until seventh grade.  I loved Double Dutch.  My 
team made it to third place in the world.”

Myers graduated valedictorian of her class at C.A. Johnson 
Preparatory Academy.  She decided to attend Furman University 
after she won the prestigious Herman Lay Scholarship.

“That was a game changer,” Myers said.  “I got a full ride 
to school. I wanted to get a good education and get away from 
home, so that was just a no brainer.”

Myers earned her Bachelor of Science Degree in Political 
Science at Furman in 2010.  It was the first step in fulfilling her 
desire to become an attorney.

“I decided to be a lawyer,” Myers said. “I’m big into history, 
and a large part of that history dealt with people of color and 
women being denied their equal citizenship rights in this country.  
I was a founding member of the NAACP chapter at my college 
and served as the state youth and college division president.  For 
me, it looks like a lot of the huge changes that have happened 
for the betterment of America have happened through legislation 
and through the courthouses and laws that are passed.  That’s 
where I can fit in -- I can do research, I can write, I can argue, I 
can get evidence.  It’s in this way that I think my gifts and talents 
can help make the world a better place.”

Myers applied to 18 law schools, and was accepted to 15.  
She decided to attend the University of South Carolina Law 
School.

“I got accepted to USC, and they offered me a half 
scholarship,” Myers recalled. “So it was an easy choice. It was 
super affordable, and I could be back in my hometown.”

Myers excelled in law school.  She ran for president of the 
Student Bar Association, was a law school ambassador, president 
of the Black Law Students Association, won first place in moot 
court competitions, made it to the semi-finals of a mock trial 
competition, and conducted free legal clinics for the community.

“I had a lot going on,” Myers said.  “It was a full schedule.”
Myers finished law school in 2013.  She studied for the bar 

Richland One grad in cast 
of Mean Girls Musical

Niani Feelings, a 2013 graduate of Dreher High 
School, was selected to be a member of the cast 
of the hit Broadway musical Mean Girls, which 
kicks off its national tour on September 21 in 
Buffalo, New York. After Buffalo, Niani and other 
cast members will go on to play stops including 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, Orlando, Denver, 
Las Vegas and Los Angeles.

Criminal Defense Attorney Katherine R. Myers

Phi Beta Sigma to honor nine women

The Cayce/West 
Columbia Chapter of Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
is hosting its 5th Bi-Annual 
Women of Excellence 
Awards Recognition Program.  
The program is Saturday, 
December 7, 2019 at the 
Brookland Baptist Church 
Banquet and Conference 
Center in West Columbia at 
6:00 p.m.

Slated to be honored at 
this Women of Excellence 
Awards Recognition Program 
are the following: In the 
profession of Ministry, Elder 
Jennifer D. Bishop, First 
Lady at Grace Christian 
Church; in Music, Ms. 
Regina Skeeters, Songstress 
and Former Miss Benedict 
College; in Medical, Mrs. 
Tracie M. Jones, Co-Owner, 
TLM Medical Services and 
in Community Service, Dr. 
Traci Young Cooper, Former 
South Carolina Teacher of the 
Year.   The Three National 
Program Awards will be 
presented to:  Dr. Thelma 
Sojourner, Superintendent, 
Bamberg County Schools in 
the area of Education, Mrs. 
Kitwanda Cyrus, Owner, 
KiKi’s Chicken and Waffles, 
in the area of Bigger and 
Better Business and Mrs. 
Kadenia Javis, Owner, Javis 
Tax Services.  The Legacy 
Award will be presented to 
Soror Maxine Renee’ Moses 
Adams, the 12th South 
Carolina State Director for 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

Lifetime Achievement 
Award will be presented to our 
Special Guest, Mrs. Chandra 
Jefferson, the 2020 South 

Carolina Teacher of the Year.
For tickets and 

sponsorship opportunities, log 
on to Eventbite.com – Women 
of Excellence.    Proceed 
from this event will benefit 
our scholarship program and 
our youth affiliate group, our 

Sigma Beta Club, a mentoring 
group for males ages 8-18.

For additional 
information, contact the 
Program Chair, Brother 
Marion Wright via his mobile 
at (803) 237-8002 or email: 
wrightm17@gmail.com.

Maxine Moses Adams Jennifer D. Bishop Dr. Traci Young Cooper

Kitwanda “Kiki” Cyrus Kadenia Javis

Chandra Jefferson Traci Jones

Regina Skeeters Thelma Sojourner
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The Columbia Branch 
NAACP is pleased to 
announce that Judge Richard 
M. Gergel, United States 
District Judge for the District 
of South Carolina, will be the 
keynote speaker for the 2019 
Columbia Branch NAACP 
Freedom Fund Awards Gala.  
Judge Gergel was appointed 
to the bench by former 
President Barack Obama in 
2010.

The gala will be held 
on Thursday, September 
19, 2019, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Brookland Baptist Church’s 
Banquet & Convention 
Center, located at 1066 
Sunset Boulevard in West 
Columbia, SC. The gala will 
recognize individuals for 
their service and commitment 
to the community.

Richard Mark Gergel 
is a native of Columbia, 
South Carolina.  He is a 
product of Richland School 
District Number One’s 
schools.  Gergel is a scholar 
on NAACP history and an 
avid Civil Rights Attorney. 
Gergel was confirmed by a 
unanimous vote of the United 

States Senate.  He presided 
over the trial of Dylann Roof, 
the killer of nine members of 
Charleston’s Emanuel AME 
Church. He sentenced Roof 

to death.
Columbia NAACP 

President Oveta Glover said, 

Columbia NAACP to host 2019 
Freedom Fund Awards Gala

Federal Judge Richard M. Gergel, who presided over 
the Dylann Roof trial, to be the keynote speaker

Judge Richard M. Gergel
United States District Court Judge

District of South Carolina
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