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Suicide attempts by Black 
teens increase

Self-reported suicide attempts 
among black American 
teenagers are on the rise, 
according to a study published 
on Monday by Pediatrics 
magazine. While the number 
of self-reported suicide 
attempts for white teenagers 
had no significant change, and 
the number of attempts for 
Hispanic and Asian American 
or Pacific Islander teenagers 
decreased, researchers found a 
73% increase for black boys and 
girls in high school. The Centers 
for Disease Control says suicide 
is the second-leading cause of 
death for teens aged 15-19.
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USC defensive back land 
player of the week honors
University of South Carolina 
defensive back Israel Mukuamu 
was named the Chuck Bednarik 
Award National Player of 
the Week and the Bronko 
Nagurski Trophy National 
Defensive Player of the Week in 
recognition of his outstanding 
performance this past weekend 
against Georgia. Mukuamu 
recorded three interceptions, 
including one he returned 53 
yards for a touchdown, as South 
Carolina upset third-ranked 
Georgia, 20-17.

Hate crimes double in 
England over 5 years

The number of hate crimes in 
England and Wales reported to 
police has more than doubled 
since 2013.  The majority of 
hate crime offences recorded 
by police forces in England and 
Wales were racial – 78,991 – 
which increased by 11% in the 
past year. There were 103,379 
hate crimes recorded by police 
in 2018. But this may only be 
the tip of the iceberg. Another 
survey revealed that seven in 
10 participants said they never 
reported hate crimes to the 
police.

Charleston police release 
racial bias audit

The preliminary results of the 
Charleston Police race bias 
audit was released last week.  
The 135-page report covers five 
sections: Traffic Stops and Field 
Contacts; Use of force; Com-
plaints; Community Oriented 
Policing Practices; and Recruit-
ment, Hiring, Promotions and 
Personnel Practices. Accord-
ing to the report, 61% of use 
of force complaints were from 
African-Americans.  There 
were also notable racial dispari-
ties in traffic stops and com-
plaints against officers.

Aunite Karen Foundation to host 17th 
Annual Young Entrepreneurs Conference

Richland Library to host 
“Let’s Talk Race” program 

Your voice matters. In partnership with the Central Carolina 
Community Foundation’s (CCCF) On the Table initiative, please 
join Richland Library for Let›s Talk Race from 6:30 - 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, October 22 at our Main location (1431 Assembly 
Street). The program is free and open to the public.

Addressing the topic of racism, these conversations hope 
to encourage local residents to take part in this difficult and 
sometimes emotional dialogue. They reinforce On the Table’s 
goal of building personal connections and exploring how we can 
work together to make our communities stronger.

Outing Barbershop
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

George Outing Jr. opened Outing Barber at 3705 West 
Beltline Boulevard in 1958 at the age of twenty. He became 
interested in barbering after working as a shoe shine boy in the 
barbershop that he later would own. He secured his first loan 
at Victory Savings Bank from Mrs. Modjeska D. Simpkins to 
purchase the barbershop. Mrs. Simpkins later gave him his first 
barbering jacket to wear as the proud owner of his business. He 
later expanded the business from a three-chair barbershop into 
ultimately a nine-chair barbershop.

His sons, Timothy and George III, followed in his footsteps.  
Timothy worked in the barbershop before moving to Georgia to 
pursue a music career.  George III is now the owner of Outing 
Barbershop.  He got his start in the barbershop at a very young 
age. His first job was to clean up and sweep the floor in his 
father’s barber shop.  Initially, he wasn’t sure that a career as a 
barber was right for him.

“I graduated from high school, but I didn’t really want to 
be a barber,” Outing recalled. “My mom kind of forced me into 
it, saying ‘Just go to barber school. You have nothing to lose.’ I 
wanted to be a machinist, so I went to Midlands Tech to study to 
become a machinist.”

Outing got a job as a machinist in a local plant, and worked 
part time as a barber. He rented a booth from his father.

“I would cut hair after I got off work from about age 19 to 
23,” Outing recalled.

One day, he got laid off at the plant.
“I decided to cut hair for a year, draw unemployment and go 

back to the plant,” Outing said. “I was afraid to be self-employed. 
I was young and afraid to step out on faith.”

But a funny thing happened during that year. Outing 
discovered that he loved cutting hair.

“I fell in love with it and developed a passion for cutting 
hair,” he recalled. “I didn’t want to ever go back to working for 
someone else again.”

Outing decided to continue renting a booth from his father.
“I booth-rented from my father since I was 19 years old,” 

Outing says. “For 17 years I paid booth rent to him. I paid the 
same rent as the other barbers. I didn’t get any break because I 
was his son.”

In 1999, Outing purchased the barbershop from his father.
“I bought my father out after 17 years,” Outing said.
It was a big step – but it was one that he had prepared for all 

his life by watching his father.
“I didn’t know anything about running a business other than 

what I saw him do,” Outing said. “It’s two different worlds – 
renting a booth and not having any responsibilities. You don’t 

George Outing III

Thirteen businesses were honored at the 2019 Legacy of Black Business Awards Gala, held 
on Friday, October 11 at The Gala by JW.  Pictured are (front row, left to right): Ernestine 
Myers of Myers Mortuary, Carolina Panorama publisher Nate Abraham Jr., Legacy of Black 
Business founder Patricia Abraham, Carolina Panorama founder Nat Abraham Sr., Lasenta 
Lewis-Ellis of LLE Construction Group LLC, Jerry Benjamin of Jerry’s Shoe Repair, and 
Linda Harvey of Global Core Strategies.  Second row (left to right) are: Marilyn Spells of 
Marbella’s Fine Hats & Accessories, George Outing III of Outing Barbershop, Bill Williams of 
Williams & Williams Realty, Kadenia Javis of Javis Financial Services, Ashlye V. Wilkerson of 
Wine & Design Columbia, Karen R. Jenkins of KRJ Consulting, Althea Steward representing 
EnViro AgScience, Ron Harvey of Global Core Consulting, and Bill Whitaker of W.H. Whita-
ker Interiors.  Third row (left to right) are: Christopher Javis of Javis Financial Services, 
Cynthia Hardy and James Hardy of On Point Media. (See photos pages 6-7)

Black media alliance members meet with 
presidential candidate Tom Steyer

Several members of the South Carolina Black Media Coalition met with Democratic 
Presidential Candidate Tom Steyer.  The members of the Coalition are working together 
to interview the candidates to address issues of concern to the Black community.  Pictured 
are (left to right): Larry Smith of the Community Times in Florence, Michael Bailey of 
the Minority Eye in Columbia, Patricia and Nate Abraham of the Carolina Panorama 
Newspaper, Tom Steyer, and Harry Hunter of Midlands Live! in Columbia.

Local business owners honored at the 
2019 Legacy of Black Business Gala

The Legacy of Black 
Business Awards Gala was held 
on Friday, October 11, 2018 
at The GALA by JW Event 
Center. The purpose of the 
Legacy of Black Business is to 
honor the legacy and history 
of historic and long-serving 
African-American businesses 
in the Midlands. It is also an 
opportunity to record and share 
the history of the business 
owners and their families.

Thirteen business owners 
were honored at this year’s gala:
• Dr. Louis Lynn of Enviro 
AgScience, Inc.
• Ronald & Linda Harvey of 
Global Core Strategies & Con-
sulting, LLC,
• Kadenia Javis of Javis Fina-
cial Services, LLC
• Jerry Benjamin of Jerry’s 
Shoe Repair
• Karen R. Jenkins, KRJ Con-
sulting, LLC
• Lasenta Lewis-Ellis of LLE 
Construction Group
• Marilyn Spells of Marbella’s 
Fine Hats & Accessories

• Bryan Myers of Myers Mor-
tuary and Cremation Services
• Jim & Cynthia Hardy of 
OnPoint Media, LLC
• George Outing, Jr. (Posthu-
mously) Outing’s Barbershop
• Bill Whitaker of W. H. Whita-
ker Interiors
• Bill Williams of Williams & 
Williams Realty
• Ashlye V. Wilkerson of Wine 
& Design Columbia

Journalist Kiara Lewis 
served as the Mistresses of 
Ceremony. Local historian 
Sonya Hodges-Grantham 
shared the history of Columbia’s 
black business community and 
media.

Keynote speaker Torre 
Stocker, entrepreneur, author 
and founder of Strategic 
Enterprise Empowerment 
(S.E.E.) gave an inspirational 
message to the honorees.

Guest vocalist and 
playwright Effie Hilton of 
E’Faith Productions sent the 
attendees home with a rousing 
rendition of the song “A Change 

is Going to Come.”
Gala organizers said 

that it is also important that 
we recognize businesses and 
their owners who are making 
a positive impact in the 
community.

“Honoring Black business 
owners has always been a 
cornerstone of the Carolina 
Panorama’s mission since it 
was founded in 1986,” said 
Carolina Panorama publisher 
Nate Abraham Jr.  “We are 
proud to continue that mission 
of highlighting the people 
in our communities who are 
providing jobs, building wealth, 
and supporting the institutions 
that sustain us. That has been 
major part of our mission for 33 
years.”

“By honoring these 
businesses, we wanted to 
make sure that the history and 
legacy of Columbia’s Black 
businesses are remembered,” 
added Patricia Abraham. “It is 
important to honor them and tell 
their stories.”

The Auntie Karen 
Foundation is hosting the 17th 
Annual Young Entrepreneurs 
Conference. The event 
will take place at Heyward 
Career and Tech Center on 
October 19, 2019. In addition 
to the conference, there is 
“Successville” the Youth 
Business Expo and Showcase. 
“Successville” is free and open 
to the public from 2:00 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m. The showcase will 
include Young Entrepreneurs, 
Dancers, and Musical Acts.

There will be fun 
workshops for youth 7 to 
22.  Seminar classes will 
be held at Heyward Career 
and Tech Center, 3560 
Lynhaven Dr. Columbia, 
SC 29204. Registered 
participants will receive 
breakfast and lunch. The cost 

of the conference is $17.00 
per student before October 15, 
2019, and $25.00 per student 
thereafter; Group Rate (10+) is 
$17.00 per student. Workshops 
take place from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.

For more information, 
contact the Auntie Karen 
Foundation at (803) 748-7124 
or email info@auntiekaren.
org.

Local entrpreneur honored
Torre Stocker was honored by the City of Columbia for his 
efforts to support entrepreneurs and for his work in the 
community.  City of Columbia representative Tina Herbert 
presented a proclamation to Stocker last Saturday at the 
launch of his S.E.E. initiative.  Herbert also presented a 
proclamation to Stocker honoring his mother (posthumously) 
for her work in the field of educaton.

Continued on page 10


