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SCSU alumni playing 
basketball in Africa

When the NBA’s Basketball 
Africa League season tipped 
off on May 16, two former 
S.C. State Bulldog teammates, 
Adama Adams and Matthew 
Hezekiah, were on rosters. 
Guard Adams and center 
Hezekiah played at S.C. State 
in the 2012-13 and 2013-14 
seasons. The Basketball Africa 
League has 12 club teams 
from across Africa playing a 
total of 26 games.  The season 
culminated with the first BAL 
Finals on May 30.

Germany agrees to pay 
Namibia for genocide

Germany has agreed to pay 
$1.34 billion and issued an apol-
ogy for the murder of tens of 
thousands of Herero and Nama 
people in the early 20th century.  
During the genocide in what was 
then known as German South 
West Africa, Germans slaugh-
tered Africans, confiscated their 
land and livestock, placed them 
in concentration camps and 
exploited their labor, used them 
for medical experiments, and 
sexually assaulted women.  This 
was the first formal apology by 
a colonial power.

UNCF aims to get 4,000 
former HBCU students to 

finish their degrees
The UNCF has launched a new 
initiative to get at least 4,000 
former HBCU students who 
dropped out of school to return 
to complete their degrees. The 
initiative focuses on the large 
number of students who earned 
some college credit but never 
graduated, as well as those who 
were enrolled last fall or this 
spring but failed to register 
for the fall 2021 semester. 
The program will also target 
students who dropped out amid 
the coronavirus pandemic.  To 
learn more about the initiative, 
visit UNCF.org.

Denmark Vesey statue 
vandalized in Charleston

A monument honoring 
abolitionist Denmark Vesey 
in Charleston was vandalized 
during the last weekend in May. 
Vesey was a former slave who 
bought his way out of slavery. In 
1822, he was accused and killed 
for planning a slave revolt. Local 
activists decried the vandalism 
said that it was “disrespectful 
to the Black community.”  Only 
ten of the 110 monuments in 
Charleston honor the city’s 
African-American history.  City 
officials have pledged to repair 
the damage.

Selfie Mania
Community Business of the Week

Columbia residents can now capture the perfect selfie at 
Selfie Mania, Columbia’s first selfie museum. The 2,500 square 
foot venue held its grand opening on Saturday, June 5 at its 
Columbia Place Mall location (second floor directly across from 
Macy’s).

Selfie Mania is the brainchild of Conetta Griffin, a Heming-
way, South Carolina native.

 “I went to both USC and Clemson, and majored in account-
ing and health care IT,” Griffin says.  “After college, I moved to 
Columbia because that is where all of my sisters were.  I have 
been here every since.  I have two small kids, a husband, three 
sisters and an abundance of nieces and nephews.”

Griffin came up with the concept for Selfie Mania after 
seeing similar businesses opening in other areas.

“We saw online some other places that had something very 
similar,” Griffin recalled.  “We thought there should be some-
thing like this in Columbia.  We took what they had and added 
our own twist and came up with this concept.”

Griffin secured space for her new business in Columbia 
Place Mall last month.

“We actually got the lease on this place a month ago and 
we have been in here working day and night to get everything 
done,” she said.  “This has been a family effort – we have all 
worked together to make this what it is.”

The museum features 15 themed, interactive selfie pods, 
phone stands and lighting equipment for guests to enjoy. The 
space also serves as a photography studio, private event space 
and recording studio for social media and brand influencers.

“We have fifteen stations, and everything has its own differ-
ent theme and flair.  You won’t get the same concept in another 
room.  We are going to change the booths monthly, so hopefully 
you will come back more than once,” Griffin says.

Clients can also book the entire space for parties and events.
“If you want to celebrate a birthday, Selfie Mania has birth-

day party specials.  Just go on our website at www.selfiemaniasc.
com,” said Griffin.

Photographers are also invited to book photo sessions at the 
facility.  But if you want a photo session and can’t afford a pro-
fessional photographer, Selfie Mania has you covered.

“If you are a senior and you don’t have the money to book 
a professional photo session, you can dress up and come during 
normal business hours for $20, which is our normal price during 
the weekend,” Griffin said.  “You can come and take as many 
pictures as you want.  Bring your own device, fully-charged, and 
we will handle everything else.”

Griffin says that she invites everyone to visit Selfie Mania.
“This is my first shot at entrepreneurship, so I really hope 

that people come here and enjoy it,” she said.  “We are open 
Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and on Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 p.m. During the week, we are open from Tuesday 
through Thursday by appointment only.  That’s when we will do 
most of our private sessions.”

Long term, Griffin says that she hopes to expand to other 
cities.

“After we have been here a couple of years,” Griffin says, “I 
hope to expand outside of Columbia Place Mall and move into 
other areas.”

Griffin says that she really wants her customers to feel good 
when they visit Selfie Mania.

“We are a family-oriented business.  We are all about love 
and we want to spread love.  We ask everyone who comes to 
come with a happy attitude and good energy, and I feel like you 
will enjoy yourself,” she said.

Selfie Mania is located at 7201 Two Notch Road, Suite 
AU540 inside Columbia Place Mall.

For additional information, visit www.selfiemaniasc.com or 
visit the company’s social media pages on Facebook, Instagram 
or Twitter.  You can email Conetta Griffin at conetta@selfiema-
niasc.com.

“BLOC Party” educates local voters

Making History
State Senator Mia McLeod announces 

candidacy for Governor of South Carolina
Mia McLeod, State Sena-

tor and fifth generation South 
Carolinian, announced her bid 
for Governor in front of the 
home of the late Modjeska 
Monteith Simkins, a fearless 
advocate for racial equality, 
underserved communities and 
the working people of South 
Carolina, issues which are 
central to Mia’s campaign.

Surrounded by members 
of the community, Mia prom-
ised to continue her fight to 
advocate and work for the 
people of South Carolina, 
including equal pay for equal 
work and putting an end to the 
neglect of rural communities.

The following is an 
excerpt from Mia McLeod’s 
remarks:

For generations, my 
family has chosen to stay here 
in South Carolina because 

when you love our state as 
much as we do, you’re able to 
look beyond her challenges to 
see her possibilities and fight 
like hell to help her reach her 
true potential.

Sadly, because of decades 
of poor leadership and 
neglect, we’re losing so many 
of our best and brightest to 

neighboring states that offer 
higher paying jobs, opportuni-
ties for a better quality of life 
and leadership that actually 
cares about and caters to the 
needs of ALL of the people. 
That’s something South Caro-
lina hasn’t had in decades of 
Republican Governors, who 
don’t care about the struggles 
that South Carolinians face 
every day.   They have no real 
connection to or compassion 
for the rest of us.

… I believe in a South 
Carolina  where the Gover-
nor has the courage to lead, 
the compassion to feel empa-
thy for others, a connection to 
the people she represents, the 
character to do the right thing 
simply because it’s the right 
thing, and the conviction to 
stand, even if she has to stand 
alone.

If elected, Mia McLeod will 
be the first Black woman to 
serve as a governor.

Nationally recognized 
barbershop and Columbia 
staple Toliver’s Mane Event 
held a “Build Lobby Organize 
Campaign” (BLOC) Party on 
Saturday, June 5 at the Wiley 
Kennedy Foundation at Beth-
lehem Baptist Church.

The event featured a 
speaking program, free food, 
opportunities to register to 
vote, Covid vaccinations and 
local vendors.

“African Americans make 
up one of the most critical 
voting blocs and consumer 
groups in our country, and 
through our participation and 
spending, we elect presidents 
and move markets,” said 
Christopher Toliver, co-owner 
of Tolivers Mane Event. “As 
one of the oldest Black-owned 
and single-owner businesses 
in Richland County, our com-
pany has been a staple in 
the Columbia area for more 
than 40 years. We recognize 
local elections like the ones 
being held here in Columbia 
in November deeply affect 
people’s day-to-day lives, 
and we wanted to do our part 
to encourage folks to be fully 
engaged and active voters.”

The event educated 
potential voters by provid-
ing context and information 
around long-standing systemic 

inequalities that continue to 
impact the community, includ-
ing economic mobility, voting 
rights, ending gun violence 
and community policing.

Special guests for the 
day’s programming included 
former state Rep. Bakari Sell-

ers, Mayor Steve Benjamin, 
Councilwoman Tameika Isaac 
Devine, Sheriff Leon Lott and 
DJ Carson. During the event, 
Whip Clyburn was honored 
for his more than 30 years of 
service to the State of South 
Carolina.

Attorney Tina Herbert (right), who is running for the Colum-
bia City Council District 1 seat, is pictured with Angela Cly-
burn, daughter of Congressman James Clyburn.

Chi Eta Phi Sorority celebrated 
Nurses’ Week

Delta Eta Chapter 
of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, 
Incorporated® ignited Nurses’ 
Week with a Virtual Fashion 
Show and Awards Program, 
on Saturday, May 15, 2021.  
The Fundraising Chair Iona 
Graham, MSN, MA, RN 
spearheaded this dynamic 
event. Dr. Tara E. Smalls, 
the Scholarship and Awards 
Chair led the awards program. 
The afternoon was filled with 
fashion, entertainment, and 
excitement as the awardees 
of the member of the year 
and nursing scholarship 
were recognized for their 
exemplary contributions to the 
organization.

The 2021 recipient of the 
Soror/Frater of the Year Award 
is Jean Sanders Hopkins, 
BSN, RN. Hopkins has been a 
member of Delta Eta Chapter 
of Chi Eta Phi, Sorority, 
Inc.® since its inception. Her 
commitment to Service for 
Humanity has spanned over 
38 years.  Hopkins has earned 
the title of Delta Eta ‘s Living 
Legacy and was esteemed by 
congratulatory remarks from 

Jettiva Belton, MSN, RN 
member of Delta Eta Chapter 
and President of the Columbia 
Hospital Nursing Alumnae 
Association, Pricilla Murphy, 
National President of Chi 
Eta Phi Sorority Inc.®, and 
Congressman James “Jim” 
Clyburn (SC-06). 

The “Beta” Scholarship 
awardee Lea Z. Swinton is 
the President of Delta Eta 
Alpha Beta, the undergraduate 
chapter of Chi Eta Phi Sorority 

Inc.® at the University of 
South Carolina and a recent 
nursing graduate. Swinton 
has completed over 300 
hours of community service 
while matriculating through 
the nursing program, and 
maintained a 3.3, G.P.A.  
Swinton received $500. 

To partner with Delta 
Eta Chapter or to learn more 
about this event and/or the 
organization visit the website 
deltaeta-chietaphi.com. The 
President of Delta Eta Chapter 
is Versie Wilson, BSN, RN.

Jean Hopkins
Soror of the Year

Lea Z. Swinton
Beta Scholarship winner

Senator Mia McLeod (left), who is running for the South 
Carolina Governor’s office, is pictured with Sam Johnson, 
who is running to become Mayor of Columbia.

Conetta Griffin is the owner/founder of Selfie 
Mania, which held its grand opening last weekend 
in Columbia Place Mall.


