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Tyasha Harris named 
SEC Female Athlete of 

the Year
South Carolina women’s 
basketball’s Tyasha Harris was 
named the 2019-20 SEC Roy F. 
Kramer SEC Female Athlete 
of the Year. She is the second 
Gamecock in the last three 
seasons to claim the award and 
the fourth since the inception of 
the award in 1976.  A First-Team 
All-SEC selection, consensus 
All-American and winner of 
The Dawn Staley Award, Harris 
capped her career with a career-
high 12.0 points per game.

Lloyds of London 
apologizes for role in 

slave trade
The Lloyd’s of London insur-
ance company apologized for 
its “shameful” role in the 18th 
and 19th Century Atlantic 
slave trade and pledged to fund 
opportunities for black and 
ethnic minority people.  About 
17 million African men, women 
and children were torn from 
their homes and shackled into 
one of the world’s most brutal 
globalised trades between the 
15th and 19th centuries. Lloyds 
provided insurance policies for 
slave cargo.

Sen. Jackson wants to 
make Juneteenth a state 

holiday in South Carolina
State Senator Darrell Jackson 
says that Juneteenth, when the 
last slaves in America were noti-
fied of emancipation, should be 
a state holiday.  Juneteenth is 
traditionally celebrated on June 
19.  That is the date in 1865 
when the last African-American 
slaves in Texas were notified that 
they were emancipated.  Sena-
tor Jackson says that he will file 
a bill to recognize Juneteenth in 
the Senate.  If it becomes law, 
public facilities will be allowed 
to close on that day.

Movement grows to make 
Juneteenth a holiday

Juneteenth, the nickname for 
June 19, 1865, the day that 
marked the end of slavery 
in the United States when 
the last group of slaves were 
told they were emancipated.  
Recent weeks have revealed 
that there is a growing belief 
that all Americans should 
commemorate the day. Texas, 
where the original emancipation 
day celebrations took place, has 
designated Juneteenth a state 
holiday.  New York and Virginia 
announced last week they were 
making it a paid holiday for 
their employees, along with 
some companies and cities.

The Gold Den
Community Business of the Week

By Nate Abraham Jr.
BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Entrepreneur magazine defines a serial entrepreneur as 
an individual who continuously comes up with new ideas and 
starts new businesses.  That is a perfect description of Raquel 
Thomas, owner of The Gold Den in northeast Columbia.  At one 
point, she was launching new and diverse businesses every year.

Thomas is a native of Columbia and a 2000 graduate of 
Dreher High School.  She excelled at sports.

“I had a great basketball career and volleyball career, so I’m 
a Lady Blue Devil,” Thomas says.

After high school, Thomas attended Coker College.
“I played basketball at Coker College,” she said.  “I stayed 

there for two years, then transferred to Virginia State University, 
which is an HBCU.  I’m an HBCU graduate and could not be 
prouder.”

Thomas majored in business marketing.  When asked why 
she decided to major in Business, Thomas said that it was pre-
ordained.

“I think I was born this way,” Thomas said. “I remember 
being in the third grade, knowing that I wanted to wear a suit and 
dress up every day.  I’ve always been attracted to business. As I 
got older, I started to understand how important entrepreneurship 
is for legacies and for your family and generational wealth.  So 
once I started learning those types of things, there was no turning 
back for me.  I knew I wanted to be an author, and I knew I 
wanted to own a business in third grade.”

Thomas graduated from Virginia State University in 2005 
and got a job in the auto manufacturing industry.

“I was a corporate manager, managing just the sales process. 
I covered pretty much the entire country. I was in California, 
Philadelphia, DC, Baltimore, Virginia — the entire Northeast,” 
Thomas recalled.

Thomas’ job was to teach auto dealers how to make more 
money.

“We consulted with them and taught them how to make 
more money, how to market their business, how to read 
financial statements,” Thomas recalled.  “We became business 
consultants.”

During this time, Thomas earned her MBA from the 
University of Maryland.  She also used her skills to open a 
janitorial business in 2012.

“When I started the janitorial business, it wasn’t necessarily 
a passion, but it was low overhead and a good starting point. 
It was something that, if it did fail, it just didn’t cost a lot of 
money.”

But the company did not fail.  By the second year, it grossed 
over a million dollars.  Thomas turned the company to her 
mother to run.

Although the janitorial company was success, Thomas’ 
corporate career started unraveling.  She ended up suing her 
employer.  Eventually, she settled her lawsuit and left the 
company after eight years of employment.

By this time, Thomas had a young son, and was 
uncomfortable with putting him in day care.  So in 2013, she 
came up with a unique solution.

“We settled, and I took the funds from the settlement and 
purchased my first daycare center,” Thomas said.

Eventually, Thomas purchased additional daycare centers.  
She also liked fashion, so that led to her opening an urban 
clothing store in the Washington area in 2014.  And since she had 
eight years of experience in corporate America teaching high-
profile business people how to make more money, Thomas also 
launched a business consulting firm.

In addition, Thomas opened a second urban clothing store in 
the Columbia area in 2015.  Like her day care business, her retail 
business had a humble beginning.

“I wanted to do something to empower people,” Thomas 
said. “I created a T-shirt with a black power fist, and it had all the 
names of the young men and women that have been killed.  We 
sold over 5,000 t-shirts.  That kind of launched my clothing line 
and my retail business.”

When asked why she decided to launch new businesses in 
different industries practically every year, Thomas said it was a 
matter of survival.

“I realized that I was never going to be an employee,” she 
said. “I knew that in order to continue to be successful, I needed 
to diversify my portfolio. So I started doing that.”

Thomas moved back to Columbia.  Her local store, which 
closed in December 2019, was called DMR Fashion.  It was 
located at 617 Lady Street.

Faith for Black Lives March
On Saturday, June 20, 2020, the 7th Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church held the Faith For Black Lives March.  Hundreds of people of all races and faiths marched 
from the campus of Allen University to the step of the South Carolina State House to protest police 
brutality, systematic racism and to call for social justice.

Speakers included Columbia Urban League President/CEO J.T. McLawhorn, Congressman 
James Clyburn, Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin and AME Bishop Samuel L. Green.

To view a video of the march and the speakers, visit www.CarolinaPanorama.com.

Columbia, Irmo proclaim June 19 as 
Juneteenth to honor historic day 

recognized as end of slavery in America
On Friday, June 19, 

2020, Mayor Barry Walker 
declared that Juneteenth will 
be recognized as an official 
holiday in the Town of Irmo, 
SC. Juneteenth is a holiday 
celebrating the liberation of 
those who had been held as 
slaves in the United States.

In Columbia, Mayor Steve 
Benjamin and Columbia City 
Council designated Friday 
June 19, 2020 as Juneteenth, 
in recognition of the day 
historically observed as the 
official announcement of the end 
of slavery in the United States. 
Juneteenth is also referred to 
as Emancipation Day, Juneteenth 
Independence Day, and Black 
Independence Day.

“The celebration of 
Juneteenth has always 
been a significant historical 
benchmark in the African-
American community.  Not 
only is it the celebration of 
the emancipation of enslaved 
blacks in America but is 
also is a celebration of the 
resilience of our ancestors 
and our community and 
the amazing contributions 
African Americans have 

made around the world.  This 
year, as our country has a 
reckoning with racial injustice 
& inequities, we are reminded 
of the collective work we 
need to do to truly be able 
to celebrate the fair and just 
treatment of all Americans,” 
said Councilwoman Tameika 
Isaac Devine.

According to the historic 
website The National 

Registry: Juneteenth is the 
oldest nationally celebrated 
commemoration of the ending 
of slavery in the United 
States.  Dating back to 1865, 
it was on June 19th that the 
Union soldiers…landed 
at Galveston, Texas with news 
that the war had ended and 
that the enslaved were now 
free. Cited from https://www.
juneteenth.com/history.htm.

Irmo Mayor Barry Walker (center) is pictured 
with members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated Upsilon Omega Omega Chapter.  
The AKAs came out to support Walker’s June-
teenth proclamation.

Information is Key:
Dr. Stuart Hamilton Gives Ways to Address 

Columbia’s Racial Health Disparities
By Fairriona Magee

EXCLUSIVE FEATURE
Face masks, rubber 

bullets, six-feet separated 
conversations and tear gas 
are all becoming symbols of 
the challenging times that 
Americans are facing.  Public 
health is at the center of these 
times.

The Covid-19 pandemic 
has brought the conversation 
surrounding racial health 
disparities to the forefront. 
For many black people in 
Columbia’s community, this 
conversation has always Dr. Stuart Hamilton is pictured at the grand opening of his 

Harden Street Medical Arts Facility on Thursday, June 21, 
2007. It was his eight non-profit health center.Continued on page 6
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