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Jabir Bilal becomes the 
first Black golfer to win 

the Georgia PGA
Jabir Bilal, PGA Director 
of Instruction at Crystal 
Lake Golf & Country Club 
in Hampton won the 62nd 
L&J Golf Georgia PGA 
Championship presented by 
BIOLYTE, Golf Max, LAB 
Golf, Golf Surprize and the 
PGA Tour on last Wednesday 
at a breezy Sea Island Golf 
Club’s Seaside Course. The 
tournament was contested 
August 31-September 1. Bilal 
won with a 10-under par score.

Uganda bans export of 
raw materials

Uganda’s Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Cooperatives 
has banned exportation of 
raw materials starting in the 
2021 financial year to encour-
age adding of value on all raw 
materials before exporting 
them. Minister for Trade, Har-
riet Ntabazi, said 69% of raw 
materials in the country are 
exported hence causing revenue 
loss, adding that the move will 
improve the manufacturing 
sector. The Ministry has raised 
$58 million to invest in manu-
facturing businesses.

Roland Martin launches 
Black Star Network

Veteran Black journalist 
Roland Martin, the host of 
#RolandMartinUnfi l tered, 
announced an over-the-top 
media (or OTT) network 
that will broadcast directly to 
viewers free via the internet and 
a phone app. The new Black 
owned network, Black Star 
Network will feature new shows 
and live stream Black news and 
information focused on news, 
politics, technology and culture. 
Black Star Network will be 
available on all platforms 
including AppleTV, Roku, 
Samsung, XBox and Amazon 
FireTV.

Black population declines 
along SC coastal areas

Charleston County lost a 
larger number of Black 
residents during the past 
decade than any other county 
in South Carolina, despite an 
overall jump in population. 
No South Carolina city lost 
more Black residents than 
Charleston. In most of the 
state’s other fast-growing 
cities and counties, every 
racial and ethnic group had a 
larger population in 2020 than 
in 2010. Among the exceptions 
were coastal Charleston and 
Beaufort counties.

HMG Printers
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State Epidemiologist Dr. Linda 
Bell Leads COVID-19 

Discussion at Claflin University 
Student Government 

Association’s Town Hall Meeting 

Jackson Creek 
Elementary teacher 
named finalist for 
National History 

Teacher of the Year
Saudah Collins, an African Studies teacher at Jackson Creek 

Elementary School in Richland School District Two, is a finalist 
for 2021 National History Teacher of the Year. This award is 
presented annually by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History, the nation’s leading organization dedicated to K-12 
American history education. 

Amidst a very competitive field, Collins rose to the top 
in South Carolina and is now in the top 10 competing for the 
$10,000 National History Teacher of the Year Award. 

She recently told the Gilder Lehrman Institute that she 
enjoys visiting new places and bringing those experiences to her 
classroom. “One of my most fascinating recent historical site 
visits was to Mayesville, South Carolina, the birthplace of Mary 
McCleod Bethune. The artifacts are well preserved and the staff 
and family members are knowledgeable and welcoming. Another 
museum which had a profound impact during and after my visit 
was the W.E.B. Du Bois Centre in Accra, Ghana. I visited the Du 
Bois Centre during the summer of 2018,” said Collins. 

Collins is a graduate of the University of South Carolina 
(UofSC) where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early 
Childhood, a Master of Education in Early Childhood and is a 
Doctoral Candidate in the Teaching and Learning program. She 
is an adjunct instructor for the UofSC, teaching early childhood 
courses focused on mathematics, science, and social studies as 
well as family dynamics. She has co-authored several professional 
publications, including a recent article in The Social Studies 
Journal. In 2004, Collins was awarded the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. 

This award highlights the importance of history education 
by honoring exceptional American history teachers from 
elementary school through high school. The national winner will 
be announced later this month.

September is National 
Voter Registration Month

The South Carolina State Election Commission, along with 
election officials across the country, are celebrating National 
Voter Registration Month this September. During the month, state 
and local election officials are encouraging South Carolinians to 
register to vote and update their address.  September 28th will be 
highlighted as National Voter Registration Day. 

With over 200 local elections being held in South Carolina 
on Municipal Election Day (November 2nd), now is the time to 
make sure you are registered to vote.See a list of all upcoming 
elections in 2021.

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED BY OCTOBER 3rd TO 
VOTE ON MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY.

Registering to vote has never been easier:
• Register online at scVOTES.gov (must be received by 

Sunday, October 3rd).
• Download a voter registration form from scVOTES.gov. 

Complete and return the form to your county voter registration 
office:

- By fax or email attachment (must be received by Sunday, 
October 3rd).

- By mail (must be postmarked by Monday, October 4th).
• Register in person at your county voter registration office. 

Most offices will close at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, October 1st for 
in-office registrations. Check locally for specific hours.

ALREADY REGISTERED? MAKE SURE YOUR 
REGISTRATION IS UP TO DATE.

If you are already registered, take two minutes to make sure 
your voter registration is current:

Visit scVOTES.gov to check your voter registration record.
• If you have moved from one county to another, you must 

register in your new county by the deadline to be eligible to vote.
• If you’ve moved within your county or changed your name 

recently, update your information prior to election day to help 
ensure a smoother voting process.

• Update your voter registration information at scVOTES.
gov.

State and local election officials are your trusted sources 
for election information. For more on voter registration and 
elections, visit scVOTES.gov.

Visit nationalvoterregistrationday.org to learn more about 
the nationwide effort to register voters.

Help encourage people to register to vote this year by using 
#NoExcuseSC on your social media accounts. Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

By Daiquana Cody
Business of the Week - Update

The Hills Management 
Group (also known as HMG) 
has come back with some 
updates to better help the com-
munity with all their print-
ing needs. In 2015, they were 
established as a full service, 
stand alone print shop. Now 
they have come out with some 
mobile printing sites to add to 
the business.

They have several new 
mobile locations that are fre-
quented by the people of the 
Midlands. The printing sta-
tions are completely self-serve 
and copying is currently free 
-- with a limit, of course. Black 
and white and color as well 
will be included in the free 
promotion. This is however an 
in-person promotion only and 
you will need a customer code 
to print your copies.

Printing locations include 
88 Recording Studio at 1220 
Knox Abbott Drive in Cayce, 
Barnyard Flea Market on 
Augusta Road (weekends 
only), and Bigg Redd’s Diner 
at 5818 Monticello Road. 
Coming soon are Diva Hair 
Weaver Hair Salon at 5410 
Two Notch Road and HMG 
Satellite Office at 2720 Hard-
scrabble Road.

Customers can order all 
their print work such as busi-
ness cards, flyers, brochures, 
souvenirs journals, banners, 
etc. by placing an order online. 
Customer codes entitle the 
customer to get Free copies as 
well as discounts, specials, and 
promotions on all their print 
work. 

They will deliver or mail 
any online orders, so the cus-
tomers don’t even have to pick 
them up. This is to be as conve-
nient as possible. 

The new website is hmg-
mobileprinting.com. The 
hours of operation are depen-
dent upon the businesses that 
they are partnered with. To 
add your location, call Mrs. 
Hills for more information at 
(803)269-0270.

Wilma R. Hills, founder
HMG Mobile Printing

Saudah Collins, Jackson Creek Elementary School

Dr. Linda Bell has the 
daunting challenge of spear-
heading South Carolina’s 
battle against COVID-19. As 
the Palmetto State’s epidemi-
ologist with the Department 
of Health and Environmen-
tal Control (DHEC), Bell has 
been the face and the voice of 
the agency which is charged 
with promoting and protect-
ing the health of the public 
and the environment in South 
Carolina.

Bell spoke to Claflin Uni-
versity students during a vir-
tual Town Hall meeting on 
Zoom hosted by the Univer-
sity and the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) on 
Monday, August 30. Her data-
driven discussion included a 
look back at how the country 
was seemingly months away 
from possibly finding its way 
out of the pandemic. However, 
the confluence of July 4th and 
other summertime holidays, 
failure to maintain previous 
protection and immunization 
levels, and the emergence of 
a new variant contributed to 
a steep increase in positive 
COVID-19 test results.

“We were seeing double-
digit cases or fewer than 100 
confirmed cases in a single 
day during the middle of June. 
Now we have more than 5,000 
to 6,000 cases in a single day,” 
Bell said. “Then, the worst 
thing that happened was the 
arrival of a new strain – the 
Delta variant -- which is highly 
transmittable from person to 
person. All of this created a 
perfect storm and the situation 

got completely out of hand.”
Bell pointed out that 

the Data Tracker map devel-
oped by the Centers for Dis-
ease, Control and Prevention 
(CDC) identifies if states have 
high, substantial, moderate, or 
low rates of COVID-19 trans-
missions. It confirms that the 
United States is “red hot” with 
COVID-19 cases.

Despite the dramatic 
surge in infections, Bell 
remains optimistic.

“We have some tools and 
resources available to us that 
can prevent what is causing 
these illnesses and deaths,” Bell 
said. “The fact is that so many 
people are not taking advan-
tage of them. I am spending 
the bulk of my professional 
time on this one thing. But 

I understand that for others, 
accurate information may not 
be available. I want to provide 
accurate and correct data that 
may help them make informed 
choices.”

Research by the CDC 
reported that African Ameri-
cans have disproportionately 
higher rates of hospitalizations 
and deaths due to COVID-19. 
Bell supported those findings 
and added that many Afri-
can Americans have elevated 
risks due to underlying medi-
cal conditions such as asthma, 
diabetes, kidney disease, 
hypertension, obesity, and 
other health problems. 

“African Americans with 
any of these conditions are at 
least three times more likely 
to be admitted to the hospi-
tal. If they have COVID, they 
can develop complications 
and are more likely to die,” 
Bell said. “If you have three of 
these conditions, you are five 
times more likely to be admit-
ted to the hospital to take care 
of your COVID-19 infection 
than people without these con-
ditions.”

Bell said that she hears 
many questions about the 
vaccines, but she encourages 
people to ask instead about the 
disease itself. 

“The benefits of the vac-
cines significantly outweigh the 
risk of the disease,” Bell said.

Other startling facts in 
the CDC’s report were that 
COVID-19 deaths are increas-
ing among African Americans 
in the 15-24 and 45-49 age 
groups. The number of Afri-
can American deaths due to 
COVID is disproportionate to 
the percentage of the African 
American population in South 
Carolina, which is 27 percent.

Bell confirmed that the 
vaccines were properly tested 
and that they do not have any 
properties that enable anyone 
to track a person’s move-
ments or locations. She also 
dismissed the notion that the 
vaccines cause infertility, takes 
too much time, or are unnec-
essary to prevent COVID-19 
infection.

“I encourage you not to 
wait and to take the vaccine,” 
Bell said. “Nearly 174 million 
people have been vaccinated 
but two-thirds of the popula-
tion have not been vaccinated 
and are still at risk. The vac-
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South Carolina Epidemiologist Dr. Linda Bell


