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SC State University 
cross country athlete sets 

personal best
South Carolina State 
University sophomore cross 
country athlete Jada Banks 
established a personal record 
and earned a seventh-place 
finish with a time of 18:57.6 
Saturday at the Buccaneer 
Cross Country Invitational. 
Banks helped the Lady 
Bulldogs to a sixth-place finish 
(144 pts.) in the team standings 
as SC State completed the 5K 
course in a combined time of 
1:55.09

Man who inspired the 
“Hotel Rwanda” movie 
convicted of terrorism

Paul Rusesabagina, the inspi-
ration behind the movie Hotel 
Rwanda, has been found guilty 
on terrorism charges. His story, 
in which he saved scores of 
people during the Rwandan 
genocide, was told in the film. 
His trial attracted interna-
tional attention due to his role 
in rescuing hundreds of people 
during the 1994 Rwandan geno-
cide. Rusesabagina’s fall to state 
enemy developed as he criti-
cised President Paul Kagame’s 
government.

Howard University hit 
with cyberattack

A three-day holiday weekend 
was turned into a week off from 
school for Howard University 
students after the HBCU was 
targeted by a cyberattack on 
Friday, September 3. Howard 
officials said that it was a 
ransomware attack, in which 
hackers take over a computer 
system and demand payment 
for access to it.  The attack 
shut down Howard’s computer 
systems and wi-fi. All classes 
were cancelled on Tuesday, 
and resumed on Wednesday 
for in-person instruction only.  
The FBI and the DC Police 
Department are investigating.

Charleston synagogue 
honors the enslaved 
people who built it

The congregation of a synagogue 
built in the early 1800 recently 
honored the Black slaves who 
constructed the building.  The 
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim’s 
synagogue was completed 
and dedicated in 1841.  The 
congregation renovated the 
historic building in 2020, and 
decided to honor the slaves 
involved in its construction 
with a plague reaffirming its 
commitment to the equality of 
all people.

A Columbia, South Caro-
lina native, Veteran and recent 
graduate of Los Angeles Film 
School, Zane Jones burst 
onto the entertainment scene 
in a major way by receiving 
an Emmy just two months 
after graduating. This Emmy 
Award-Winning producer has 
a deep passion for making life 
easier, and more enjoyable for 
others by using laughter as a 
tool for healing.

Raised in South Caro-
lina’s state capital, the young-
est of five children, Jones 
was very artistic and had a 
natural ability to communicate 
through the arts.

“I sold my first major 
illustration to a teacher at my 
Elementary school and won 
two art competitions where 
one piece was displayed at a 
museum” says Jones.

This creative, entrepre-
neurial, and wise spirit would 
be the catalyst for Jones to 
discover ways to grow stron-
ger through his own trials and 
tribulations. His keen ability 
to relay comedy in times of 
peril is often conveyed in the 
films he produces today.

At the age of 14, Jones 
moved to Jacksonville, Flor-
ida to live with his father and 
was a phenomenal student. 
Jones attended Englewood 

High School and joined the 
U.S Marines Corps soon after 
high school to serve his coun-
try. A true patriot, Jones served 
5 years as a Marine Avionics 
Technician and finished his 
enlistment with an Honorable 
Discharge in 2016.

To capitalize on his 

Columbia native Zane 
Jones wins Daytime Emmy

One of seven African American producers to receive 
an historic 48th Annual Daytime Emmy Award

appreciation and interest in 
entertainment arts, after serv-
ing, Jones moved to Los 
Angeles, CA. Enhancing his 
comedic-timing, Jones started 
doing stand-up comedy open 
mics across Los Angeles in 

Chambers partner to 
launch South Carolina 

Minority Business 
Accelerator 

Bank of America’s $500,000 grant 
expands program statewide

Three Chamber organizations from across South Carolina 
jointly announced today that Bank of America has provided a 
$500,000 grant to launch a statewide Minority Business Accel-
erator program. This program will be led by the Charleston, 
Columbia, and Greenville Chambers and is set to launch in Janu-
ary of 2022.

The Minority Business Accelerator supports and scales 
high-potential minority-owned firms by providing targeted 
training, access to business coaches, and access to large corpora-
tions. Participants leave the program with a three-year Strategic 
Growth Action Plan to guide their development. The $500,000 
grant from Bank of America to fund this program expansion is 
part of the bank’s $1.25 billion, five-year commitment to help 
advance racial equality and economic opportunity in local com-
munities.

“Together with the Charleston, Columbia, and Greenville 
Chamber organizations, we are working to do our part to support 
minority-owned businesses, and we hope to encourage others as 
well,” said Kim Wilkerson, president, Bank of America South 
Carolina. “Here in South Carolina, Bank of America remains 
focused on creating opportunity in the areas of jobs, training, 
and workforce development as these areas are where systemic, 
long-term gaps have existed and where significant change is 
required to achieve sustainable progress.”

The Minority Business Accelerator has existed in the 
Upstate through the Greenville Chamber since 2012 and has 
been tremendously successful. The program will now be rep-
licated in the Midlands and Lowcountry markets. The program 
in each region will be led by the respective Chamber and a pro-
gram instructor following the internationally-recognized Interise 
StreetWise ‘MBA’ curriculum. Participants undergo intensive 
training for the first six months, then work closely with mentors, 
coaches and MBA peers on their Strategic Growth Action Plans 
and implementation of learnings for the last six months.

Upon leaving the program, these firms are positioned for 
accelerated growth with enhanced access to capital and business 
networks. Nationwide, after completing the StreetWise ‘MBA’ 
program, businesses experience 36% growth rate in revenue, 
create jobs four times faster than the private sector, and see $2.4 
million in new contracts per firm. These businesses also help 
meet increasing demand among large corporations to improve 
vendor and supplier diversity.

Expanding the program statewide will create a more pros-
perous South Carolina through inclusive economic development 
and job creation. The three chambers working together, sup-
ported by Bank of America, provide a foundation of success for 
South Carolina’s minority business enterprises.

National Park Service awards 
historic preservation grant for 

Booker T. Washington auditorium
The University of South Carolina announced 

Sept. 15 it received a $500,000 grant from 
the National Park Service to support the reha-
bilitation and preservation of its historic Booker 
T. Washington Auditorium building.

The facility was built in 1956 and named 
to the National Register of Historic Places in 
2018. The auditorium is also the only surviv-
ing building from the original four-acre Booker 
T. Washington High School complex and was 
one of Columbia’s first public high schools for 
African American students.

In addition, civil rights leaders J. Andrew 
Simmons, Septima Clark and Modjeska Sim-
kins taught at the school in the 1920s and 1930s, 
and NAACP attorneys Matthew Perry and Lin-
coln Jenkins attended as students.

“The continued support of the National 
Park Service fortifies our efforts to preserve, 
document and reconstruct the extraordinary his-
tories of the Booker T. Washington High School 
and the surrounding African American neigh-
borhoods that were uprooted and displaced 
in the wake of urban renewal and university 
expansion,” said Bobby Donaldson, professor 
of history and director of UofSC’s Center for 
Civil Rights History and Research.

The grant will fund phase two of a multi-
phase project to fully rehabilitate the audito-
rium. The planned work includes:

• Improvements to the Fannie Phelps 
Adams Room to serve as a venue for programs 
and community meetings

• Additional renovations to promote the his-
tory of the Booker T. Washington High School 
within the context of civil rights in Columbia

• Installation of fire sprinklers
• Improved heating, ventilation and air 

conditioning
• Lighting and acoustics upgrades in the 

auditorium
UofSC previously received a 2020 NPS 

grant, which is being used primarily for restora-
tion of the historic windows, foundation repairs 
and installation of a permanent home for the 
civil rights center’s popular exhibit, “Justice 
for All: South Carolina and the American Civil 
Rights Movement.” The exhibit discusses the 
turning points in South Carolina’s civil rights 
history that influenced nationwide change and 
showcased historic items from more than 60 
university library collections.

The Booker T. Washington High School 
Auditorium Building was acquired by UofSC 
after the school closed in the 1970s.

The facility previously underwent physi-
cal updates in 2013 and a space was created 
for permanent displays to highlight the school’s 
six-decade history, 1916 to 1974, of educating 
students and future leaders.

Continued on page 6

A recent film school graduate, Columbia native 
Zane Jones has already won an Emmy Award.

Continued on page 6
The historic Booker T. Washington High School Auditorium is located on the 
campus of the University of South Carolina.

Primary Property 
Management LLC

Community Business of the Week
By Nathaniel Abraham

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
In today’s economy, the need for affordable housing has 

skyrocketed.  That has fueled the need for specialists who can 
bridge the gap between people who need affordable housing and 
building owners seeking clients.  One local expert filling this 
need is Evelyn Edwards, owner of Primary Property Manage-
ment LLC.  The Savannah native launched the company three 
years ago.

Edwards is one of the top local experts in the property man-
agement industry.  But this was not her original career plan.

“I’m from Savannah, Georgia,” said Edwards. “After I 

Evelyn Edwards, owner, Primary Property Management, LLC
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